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Dear Sirs

Reference: Restriction on the use of certain hazardous substances in electrical and electronic equipment – Directive 2002/95/EC - Deca BDE

As the Flame Retardant Sector Group of the Chemical Industry Association UK we welcome the opportunity to contribute to the consultation process on the above directive.

We understand that in its current format the directive will ban the use of Deca BDE in new electrical and electronic equipment from July 1 2006.

Deca BDE has been the subject of a detailed EU risk assessment which took some 10 years to complete and was closed in May 2004. The assessment was closed without restrictions on the use of Deca BDE but with support for an industry emission control program.

We are concerned that if the ROHS directive remains in its current form it will set a precedent for chemicals undergoing the risk assessment process whereby the results of such assessments are not included in subsequent legislation.

The risk assessment process is a science based procedure designed to provide the regulators with the data necessary to assess the profile of an individual product and to assess the need for risk reduction measures.

It is a comprehensive process and as such its findings should be taken as the basis for any associated future legislation. To do otherwise is to undermine not only the current process but also the proposed REACH initiative.

A number of flame retardants are currently undergoing the EU risk assessment process, if the ROHS directive is unchanged it will establish a precedent not only for these flame retardants but for all chemicals undergoing this process, effectively challenging the position and conclusions of the risk assessment process.

We would therefore request that:

· the conclusions of the Deca BDE risk assessment are openly included in the consultation process for the ROHS directive

· the commission give consideration to ensuring that the conclusions from EU risk assessments are included in any future legislation involving the products concerned

Yours sincerely

P.P.
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Nick Westrop

Chemicals Management
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