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European Commission

DG Environment, Unit G4

Consultation Directive 2002/95/EC

B-1049 Brussels

E-mail : ENV-RoHS@cec.eu.int
Brussels, 30th June 2004
MMI/NPE/008/04-018
Dear Sirs,

Thank you for having invited interested parties to express comments on the possible amendment of the Annex to Directive 2002/95/EC.

Our comments do relate to the Deca-BDE case (item 1 under point 4. Consultation of interested parties, on page 3 of your Consultation Document).

As you know, Deca-BDE has undergone a thorough risk assessment process under Regulation 793/93/EEC on the evaluation and control of the risks of existing substances. This risk assessment process was designed to provide the regulator with a scientific process by which to assess individual chemical substances. Being science-based, it took ten years to amass and analyse scientific data on Deca-BDE. This risk assessment was concluded on 26 May 2004 when the Member States’ Competent Authorities agreed at their meeting in Dublin that this substance is not causing any risk either to the environment or to human beings and that therefore it can be used without restrictions.

We respectfully submit that the conclusion of such a comprehensive risk assessment should serve as a basis for a decision on the use of Deca-BDE in electrical and electronic equipment as well, i.e. that in this case also this substance should be allowed to be used without any restriction.
We also respectfully submit that the risk assessment process is a highly important procedure, the result of which has to be thoroughly respected. This is a very important point of principle which would otherwise undermine the risk assessment process and the upcoming REACH policy.

Yours sincerely,
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M Michaux
Manager
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