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NOTICE TO STAKEHOLDERS
WITHDRAWAL OF THE UNITED KINGDOM AND EU WASTE LAW

The United Kingdom submitted on 29 March 2017 the notification of its intention to
withdraw from the Union pursuant to Article 50 of the Treaty on European Union. This
means that, unless a ratified withdrawal agreement1 establishes another date, all Union
primary and secondary law will cease to apply to the United Kingdom from 30 March
2019, 00:00h (CET) ('the withdrawal date').2 The United Kingdom will then become a
'third country'.3
Preparing for the withdrawal is not just a matter for EU and national authorities but also
for private parties.
In view of the considerable uncertainties, in particular concerning the content of a
possible withdrawal agreement, relevant stakeholders are reminded of legal
repercussions, which need to be considered when the United Kingdom becomes a third
country.
Subject to any transitional arrangement that may be contained in a possible withdrawal
agreement, as of the withdrawal date, EU waste law no longer applies to the United
Kingdom. This has in particular the following consequences with regard to shipments of
waste:
1.

TRANSBOUNDARY SHIPMENTS OF WASTE

Articles 34 and 3(5) of the Regulation (EC) No 1013/2006 on shipments of waste4
prohibit the export of
- waste for disposal; and
- mixed municipal waste5 for recovery operations
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from the EU to a third country, unless it is a member of the European Free Trade
Association (EFTA) and a party to the Basel Convention. Consequently, as of the
withdrawal date all exports of waste for disposal and the export of mixed municipal
waste for recovery from the EU-27 to the United Kingdom will be prohibited.
Imports of waste into the EU-27 will be governed, as of the withdrawal date, by Title V
of Regulation (EC) No 1013/2006, whereby imports of waste from a third country party
to the Basel Convention remains allowed, subject to the requirements set out in that
Regulation.6
2.

EU

WASTE MANAGEMENT TARGETS AND RECOVERY OPERATIONS IN THIRD
COUNTRIES

Where recovery of waste generated in the EU Member States takes place outside the EU,
Member States can count that waste towards the fulfilment of their EU waste
management targets depending on the treatment conditions outside the EU. In particular:


Exports of waste electrical and electronic equipment for treatment in the United
Kingdom will be counted towards the waste management targets of Directive
2012/19/EC on waste electrical and electronic equipment7 if there is sound
evidence that the treatment of that waste in the United Kingdom takes place in
conditions that are equivalent to the requirements of that Directive.8



Exports of waste batteries and accumulators for treatment in the United Kingdom
will be counted towards the waste management targets of Directive 2006/66/EC
of the European Parliament and of the Council of 6 September 2006 on batteries
and accumulators and waste batteries and accumulators9 if there is sound
evidence that the treatment of that waste in the United Kingdom takes place in
conditions that are equivalent to the requirements of that Directive.10



Exports of municipal waste for preparation for reuse and recycling, and exports of
construction and demolition waste for preparation for reuse, recycling and other
material recovery in the United Kingdom will be counted towards the waste
management targets of Directive 2008/98/EC of the European Parliament and of
the Council of 19 November 2008 on waste11 if there is sound evidence showing
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compliance of the shipment with the provisions of Regulation (EC)
No 1013/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council12, and in particular
Article 49(2) thereof.13


Exports of packaging and packaging waste can be counted towards the waste
management targets of the European Parliament and Council Directive 94/62/EC
of 20 December 1994 on packaging and packaging waste 14 if there is sound
evidence that the recovery and/or recycling in the United Kingdom takes place
under conditions that are broadly equivalent to those prescribed by the Union
legislation on the matter,15 including the provisions of Regulation (EC)
No 1013/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council,16 and in particular
Article 49(2) thereof.



Exports of end-of life vehicles can be counted towards the waste management
targets of Directive 2000/53/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of
18 September 2000 on end-of life vehicles17 if there is sound evidence that the
recovery and/or recycling in the United Kingdom takes place under conditions
that are broadly equivalent to those prescribed by the Union legislation on the
matter,18 including Regulation (EC) No 1013/2006 of the European Parliament
and of the Council,19 and in particular Article 49(2) thereof.

The
website
of
the
Commission
on
waste
policy
(http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/index.htm) provides
general
information
concerning shipments of waste and the recycling of specific waste streams. These pages
will be updated with further information, where necessary.
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