












































































Message from a worker from Veka :

Als Mitarbeiter der VEKA AG, trete ich dafür ein, dass
Fenster und Türen mit Rahmen aus PVC sowie Rollläden aus
PVC überall die volle Anerkennung finden als gute,
ausgereifte Bauprodukte.
Ebenso trete ich dafür ein, dass das werkstoffliche
Recycling dieser Bauprodukte die uneingeschränkte
Anerkennung findet.
Vorschriften und Reglementierungen sind in diesem Bereich
überflüssig.

Ich persönlich und meine Kunden haben mit dem Werkstoff PVC
im Fenster- und Rolladenbereich nur sehr gute Erfahrungen
gemacht, die auch zukünftig erhalten bleiben sollen und
müssen.

Mit freundlichen Grüßen

VEKA  AG



Message from Mr Vincent :

Messieurs,

Je suis vivement étonné que le PVC puisse faire l'objet d'attaques sans fondement s'appuyant
sur un prétendu caractère toxique et/ou cancérogène. On confond souvent le PVC et le chlorure
de vinyle avec lequel il est fabriqué. La réaction de polymérisation, avec la maîtrise actuelle des
procédés, rend parfaitement inerte cette matière plastique devenue indispensable dans notre
vie courante. Le PVC n'est pas cancérigène.Je me permets d'insister car, ayant participé au
niveau national (France) à des groupes de travail entre industriels sur les mesures à prendre vis
à vis du monomère, j'ai souvent été confronté à la confusion entre le monomère et le polymère.

Par ailleurs, les atomes de chlore que renferme sa structure macromoléculaire sont encore
moins dangereux que ceux contenus dans le sel consommé quotidiennement par ces gens
même qui s'efforcent de mener un combat absurde contre le "chlore".

Il ne paraîtrait sérieux à quiconque d'entretenir le doute sur ce plastique largement utilisé dans
les domaines médical, pharmaceutique et alimentaire, sans parler des innombrables
applications entrant dans la fabrication de produits de la vie courante pour le bien-être de
chacun ou pour la sécurité (gilets de sauveyage, bateaux gonflables de sauvetage, air bags de
sécurité automobile, etc.)

Je vous prie d'agréer, messieurs, l'expression de mes meilleures salutations.



Message from Debbie Waring and Alex Hay:

European Commission
Att:  Mr. Schulte-Braucks

Head of the Chemicals Unit (DG Enterprise)
200 rue de la Loi
B-1049 Brussels

BELGIUM

06/11/00

Dear Mr Schulte-Braucks,

I am an employee of ATOFINA UK Ltd. company based in the region of
Birmingham  and active in the Chemicals and Polymer  industries, I am very
concerned about the Commission’s green paper���I have closely studied the
points for and against this document as well as those clarified in the Voluntary
Commitment of PVC manufacturers.

I would like to make the following comments:

⇒ PVC is one of the most modern synthetic materials
⇒ It offers an important added value to society due to its numerous uses such

as – medical equipment, pharmaceutical packaging, floor coverings in the
home and hospitals, low maintenance window frames, good energy
performance, water distribution pipes lasting around 100 years etc

⇒ Our company produces ready to use vinyl compositions; our products are
known to be safe in use

⇒ I know that other plastic or natural materials can be used for certain uses but
these are often less efficient economically and/or ecologically than PVC

⇒ PVC recycling is not as important as some other materials because it has a
long life cycle eg Window frames and other building products

⇒ Enormous progress has been made in our factories to reduce the impact of
our waste on the environment

⇒ Whichever material is considered, the products become waste after their first
life.  The recycling of PVC is progressing in all European countries and new
technologies are being developed : this will allow future generations to
appropriately treat PVC at the end of its life



⇒ Many of the questions raised in the green paper�apply to all materials and not
only to PVC.  It is for this reason that I do not understand why the
Commission is being so insistent about PVC in particular

⇒ The importance of the PVC industry, including WUDQVIRUPLQJ small and
medium industries is considerable in Europe

This is why I support the Voluntary Commitment of the PVC industry which has
been presented to me by my employer and customers.

In conclusion I recommend that the Commission keep the proposals of the
Voluntary Commitment: these will allow efficient advances to improve the
ecological and economic situation of PVC.

I hope that PVC can be treated like any other synthetic or natural material.

Yours sincerely

Debbie Waring
Sales Administrator for PVC Compounds

Alex Hay
Business Manager PVC Resins and Compounds



Message from Mr Webb:

Thank you very much for the opportunity to comment on the European Community’s
Green Paper on PVC.  I am an employee of  Occidental Chemical Corporation , A North
American manufacturer of PVC resin.  Since it could form the basis for European Union’s
regulation of PVC, I am concerned about the potential impact the Green Paper might
have on international trade, my company’s business, our customers’ business and my own
job.

I am particularly concerned about the study conducted on landfilling of PVC. The
European PVC Industry challenges the conclusions of the EU study, as well they should.
The extreme temperature used to accelerate aging of materials in the study undoubtedly
affected the results.  Other independent studies closer to real landfill conditions have
concluded that PVC in landfill, including plasticized applications, is environmentally
safe.

There is enough scientific research available on this topic.  PVC can be safely landfilled,
and no specific regulatory measures should be considered at present.

PVC is a modern material yet it has significant history. The European industry, through
its Voluntary Commitment is working to address the substantive issues outlined in the
Green Paper.  This is a progressive approach to environmental concerns, and should be
the basis for European policy on PVC.

Thank you,



Message from Mr Yarger :

Thank you very much for the opportunity to comment on the European Community’s
Green Paper on PVC.  Since it could form the basis for European Union’s regulation of
PVC, I am concerned about the impact the Green Paper might have on international trade,
my company’s business, our customers’ business and my own job.

My company,  Occidental Chemical Corporation , a manufacturer of PVC resin is well
aware of the opportunities and costs associated with mechanical recycling.  I believe the
European PVC Industry is correct to favor end-use specific, not material specific,
recycling targets. As with any other material, PVC has to do its part-no more and no less-
-to achieve agreed upon targets.  Setting targets and organizing recycling by end-use
application is the most rational and cost effective approach.

Mechanical recycling is appealing and can make a significant positive environmental
contribution; however, to be viable economically candidates for recycling must be easily
collected and sorted.  They must be available in significant quantities and require
minimum transportation.  These needs apply to all plastics, and in fact, all materials.

Responsibility for satisfying these conditions can be shared by industry and government.
For PVC window frames and pipes, voluntary commitments have been made by the
European industry to recycle returned material.  For other applications, work is ongoing
to make similar voluntary take-back approaches feasible.

New recycling technology has been commercialized recently by individual companies
and industry associations as part of the industry’s voluntary approach.  Voluntary action
is a progressive way to solve modern problems of modern materials like PVC.  It should
form the basis for European Union’s action.

Thank you,



Message from Mr Yeverlton:

I am an employee of  Occidental Chemical Corporation , a manufacturer of PVC resin in
North America, and I am concerned about the potential impact of the European Union’s
actions on international trade, my company’s business, our customers’ business and my
job.  I am also grateful for the opportunity to comment on the European Commission
Green Paper.

No specific regulatory measures are necessary with respect to mechanical recycling of
lead- and cadmium-containing PVC waste.  If such material is to be recycled, a closed
loop system-that is, recycling articles into similar articles--should take priority.  Heavy
metals in PVC applications are integrated in the plastic matrix, and present no unusual
risk.

PVC is a modern material.  Resin, additive and product technology is improving
continuously.  Fabrication companies are also investing in the exploration of potential
alternatives, as has always been done for any material; however, alternatives should be
favored only if a complete comparative analysis demonstrates that they are better than
PVC. More generally, the European industry, through its Voluntary Commitment is
working to address the substantive issues outlined in the Green Paper.  This is a
progressive approach to environmental concerns, and should be the basis for European
policy on PVC.

Thank you,


