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08.30   Registration

09.00 - 09.05  Welcome and opening - Prof. Dr. jur. Helmut Maurer, European Commission   

09.10 - 09.25 		 The	Green	Paper	in	the	context	of	resource	efficiency	and	outcome	of	the		  
   public  consultation - Mr. Janez Potočnik, European Commissioner for the Environment

   1st session: Plastic waste management and marine litter
09.30 - 09.45  Plastic waste in the marine environment 
   Prof. Richard Thompson, Plymouth University

09.50 - 10.05  Latest research in plastic in the marine environment 
   Dr. Heather Leslie, VU University Amsterdam

10.10 - 10.25  How to prevent plastic from getting into the sea 
   Dr. Arthur ten Wolde, IMSA Amsterdam

10.30 - 11.10 	 Discussion	and	coffee	break

   2nd session: Plastic products and plastic waste –  
   two sides of the same coin
11.15 - 11.30			 The	potential	biological	effects	of	additives	in	plastic 
   Dr. Olwenn Martin, Institute for the Environment,  Brunel University

11.35 - 11.50 		 The	concept	of	planned	obsolescence	and	the	recycling	society	 
   Ms. Cosima Dannoritzer, documentary filmmaker

11.55 - 12.10			 Recycling,	fit	for	repair,	re-use	starts	in	the	design	phase 
   Ms. Geanne Van Arkel, Interface (carpet manufacturer)
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12.15 - 12.30	 	 Plastic	recycling	needs	to	be	hot 
   Mr. Ton Emans, Plastics Recyclers Europe

12.35 - 13.00   Discussion

13.00 - 14.00 	 Lunch	break

   3rd	session:	What	makes	the	recycling	society	work?
14.15 - 14.30 	 Cradle	to	Cradle®	Plastics:	From	Downcycling	to	Upcycling 
   Prof. Dr. Michael Braungart, Erasmus University Rotterdam, University of Twente,  
   Leuphana University of Lüneburg, EPEA Hamburg

14.40 - 14.55 		 The	example	of	plastic	waste	recycling	in	Germany 
   Dr. habil. Thomas Probst, Bundesverband Sekundärrohstoffe und Entsorgung e.V.

15.05 - 15.20			 Plastics	recycling	and	SMEs 
   Mr. Bernd Nötel, VDMA Verband Deutscher Maschinen- und Anlagenbau e.V.

15.30 - 15.45			 International	co-operation	as	a	key	tool	to	globally	sustainable	waste	 
	 	 	 management	and	resource	efficiency 
   Ms. Rie Tsutsumi, UNEP Regional Resource Efficiency Coordinator

15.55 - 16.20	 	 Discussion	and	coffee	break

   Final session:
16.20 - 16.35  Plastic waste: time to get more ambitious planning and visions 
   Mr. Vittorio Prodi, MEP, rapporteur of the European Parliament on the Green Paper

16.40 - 17.00  Final discussion and wrap-up



The Commission’s Green Paper on plastic waste 
in the environment, published on 7 March 2013, 
has attracted great interest with over 270 replies 
from public authorities, NGOs, industry and other 
stakeholders.
Plastic waste has started to attract increased public 
attention, notably due to a growing number of 
reports about marine litter. An estimated amount 
of more than 100.000 t, mostly so-called micro-
plastics, is floating in the world’s oceans. This is a 
great concern in particular since plastic and POPs 
concentrated on the surface of micro-plastics could 
enter the food chain. The potential environmental 
effects of this phenomenon are only beginning to be 
fully understood. 
Despite these concerns, apart from the general 
provisions in the EU Waste Framework Directive, no 
specific EU legislation addresses plastic waste in a 
strategic way. In the light of the EU’s policy objective 
of achieving a resource efficient recycling society it 
is hard to accept that in Europe we still landfill nearly 
50% of plastic waste. On average nearly 80% of 
plastic in the marine environment is estimated to be 

coming from land.
Stepping up plastic waste prevention, preparation 
for re-use, recycling and separate plastic waste 
collection, as well as improving plastic design and 
plastic product design are all essential contributors  
to help achieve ‘zero plastic to landfill’ and move 
to  a circular economy. Plastic products and plastic 
waste are two sides of the same coin and recycling 
already starts in the product design phase. Designers 
need to be involved in the reflection on the entire 
life cycle of products including the waste phase. All 
actors designing, producing, using and disposing of 
plastic products and handling plastic waste will have 
to contribute to a less wasteful economy.
The conference brings together high-level experts 
from very different angles who will help to get a 
more complete picture on how to adjust the present 
resource inefficient management of plastic waste 
and advance towards a more circular economy. The 
conference will be a platform for lively debates and 
the sharing of insights into the best possible way 
forward to address plastic and plastic waste in the 
future.

“The role of plastic waste 
in	a	circular	economy”
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More	information:
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/consultations/plastic_waste_en.htm

Contact information:
European Commission 
Directorate-General Environment 
B - 1049 Brussels 
Belgium
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/index_en.htm


