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2. Execution 
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2.3.10. RoHS enforcement - Mixed system of testing and awareness raising (UK) 

 
Member State: United Kingdom  

Inspection steps: 
3. Realisation of 
Inspections   
4. Follow-up 

Relevant EU legal 
requirement: 

RoHS Directive 

Geographical level: National 

Implementation: Since July 2006  

Context 

The RoHS Directive restricts the use of 6 hazardous 

substances in the manufacture of various types of 

electronic and electrical equipment (EEE). RoHS 

regulations apply to all producers that manufacture or 

assemble, import or re-badge electric and electronic 

equipment in EU-27. Member States need to ensure that, 

from 1 July 2006, new EEE put on the market does not 

contain lead, mercury, cadmium, hexavalent chromium, 

polybrominated biphenyls (PBB) or polybrominated 

diphenyl ethers (PBDE). The annex of the Directive lists a 

set of exemptions for the use of the hazardous 

substances for specific technical uses where alternatives 

do not presently exist. There are also permissible 

maximum concentration values which allow for any trace 

presence. 

The RoHS Directive does not contain a provision explicitly 

and specifically related to Member States’ obligations for 

inspection and monitoring. However, Member States are 

obliged to take the measures necessary to ensure that 

the Directive is fully effective, even if not mentioned in 

the Directive itself explicitly, following Article 4(3) of the 

Treaty on European Union as amended by the Treaty of 

Lisbon (Ex-Article 10 EC Treaty). Also the revised RoHS 

Directive, which publication is expected soon, includes a 

stronger connection to Regulation 765/2008/EC setting 

out the requirements for accreditation and market 

surveillance relating to the marketing of products. The 

obligations as of the RoHS Directive do not in the first 

place concern waste treatment facilities, waste holders 

or waste producers, but the manufacturers of EEE. 

Inspections and control required by the RoHS Directive 

may be executed with respect to WEEE, but might also 

occur related either to production facilities or with 

respect to EEE before it becomes waste. By this, 

enforcement of RoHS Directives is closely related to the 

enforcement of the REACH Regulation or specific 

substance-related regulation, such as the POPs 

Regulation. 

Objective 

UK’s mixed enforcement system combines product 

testing with awareness raising and business support. 

Working and cooperating with businesses leads to a 

better understanding of regulations and therefore better 

compliance with the regulations. The UK considers the 

EU Network of Enforcement Authorities to be an 

essential component in delivering a consistent EU 

delivery of the directive. 

Description 

Enforcement of RoHS regulations in the UK is a national 

competence. Inspection is performed by the National 

Measurement Office Enforcement Authority (NMO). 

Enforcement runs on two tracks: 

 Product testing 

 Awareness raising and support of businesses 

The selection of products is based on risk assessment 

using risk modelling: which product groups run the 

biggest risks of surpassing concentration limits.  

This is not a static list of products, but a continuous, 

dynamic assessment of new products. For instance, at 

the appropriate time in the production cycle, Christmas 

related electronic products might pose a risk because 

they come out only once per year. 

1. Strategic 
planning 

3. Realisation 
of Inspections 

4. Monitoring/ 
Follow-up 
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Next to enforcement and testing officers, the RoHS 

enforcement team also consists of officers dedicated to 

supporting businesses and making them aware of 

regulations. NMO is represented on relevant conferences 

and seminars, it maintains regular contact with trade 

organisations and it also holds contact with individual 

businesses.  

 

The National Measurement Office has a dedicated 

website (www.bis.gov.uk/nmo/rohs) with leaflets, 

guiding booklets, and other publications. The website 

provides information on industry conferences, 

seminars, etc. where NMO will be represented. The 

website also contains an online enquiry system where 

business can get answers with regard to RoHS 

enforcement. Enquiries can also be made by phone or 

letter. 

The combination of inspection and business support 

leads to better results than putting lots of effort in 

awareness raising without product testing or putting 

much effort in inspection without supporting and 

informing producers how to comply. 

 
 

  

Over the period from 1.4.2009 to 31.3.2010 the 
authority engaged with over 300 organisations. The 
majority of the engagements were in the form of 
targeted projects on specific market sectors. This 
was then supported by a number of additional 
engagements with specific organisations based on 
intelligence such as information provided by 
another Member State or through a verifiable 
complaint. 
 

During the year the screening facility at NMO has 
tested 72 items. Where restricted substances were 
detected above the maximum concentration levels, 
the reports were passed to the enforcement 
officers for assessment. A smaller number of items 
were also escalated to full analysis at third party 
facilities. This was mainly where NMO believed 
there was a higher risk of detected bromine being 
in a restricted form or where the authority required 
further clarification as part of an ongoing 
investigation.  
Of the 72 items found to contain the substances, 29 
had levels detected that required a follow up 
activity of which some resulted in direct 
intervention. However, several of the items tested, 
on investigation, were identified as being placed on 
the market before 1 July 2006. This was particularly 
true for low value- and seasonal products. 

 

Further information: 

National Measurement Office /RoHS): http://www.bis.gov.uk/nmo/rohs 

National Measurement Office Enforcement Delivery 2009-2010: 
http://www.bis.gov.uk/assets/bispartners/nmo/docs/rohs/docs/enforcement%20annual%20report%202009-
2010.pdf 

http://www.bis.gov.uk/nmo/rohs
http://www.rohs.gov.uk/
http://www.rohs.gov.uk/

