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Comments  proposed by RECHARGE aisbl to the  

Questionnaire prepared by the Commission on Capacity Marking 

Nov 25th, 2008 

 

NB: The comments proposed by RECHARGE aisbl are targeting the capacity labeling of 
Portable Rechargeable Batteries: individual cells, button cells and battery packs. 

 

Q1.      "Do you agree with the approach suggested by the consultant Bio Intelligence to use 
existing standards for the capacity measurement and to make some exceptions to the standards?  

The Portable Rechargeable Battery Industry (PRBI) has a long tradition in marking the 
capacity of individual rechargeable cells and packs. The capacity is labeled according to IEC 
standards mentioned in the Bio-Intelligence report. The PRBI intends to maintain this 
practice in the future. 

Exemptions should be granted for button cells and memory back-up batteries and battery 
packs which are supplied embedded in circuit boards and equipment as well as for individual 
cells supplied separately within equipment packaging. 

2.      Do you agree with the labelling approach proposed by the consultant? Do you think this 
contains useful information for consumers?  

Because PRB are mainly sold incorporated with equipment (more than 90 % by weight), this 
information is only valuable at the time of replacement of the battery or of the battery pack. 
At this moment, the capacity marking is a piece of information among others that can be 
used by the end user to purchase a new battery or battery pack. 

 

a.      How the label should express the capacity of the batteries (e.g. what units of measurement 
should be indicated on the label)? 

Being given the large range of batteries and battery packs placed on the market, with a 
large variety of technical performances, the labelling should be either in mAh (milli-
Ampere(s) per hour) or in Ah (Ampere(s) per hour) 
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b.      What the label should look like (e.g. icons, letters, numbers)? 

Currently, the labelling is made of numbers and letters as illustrated by the following 
examples: 

 

  

 

 

 

 

c.      Where the label should be best placed: on the packaging or on the battery itself? 

According to the type of cell or pack and their size one can distinguish two cases: 

1. Standard cylindrical and prismatic cells: either on the cell or on the packaging. 

2. Prismatic packs: on the outer casing of the pack. 

As a general principle, freedom should be left to manufacturers who will consider the many 
other safety and regulatory marking requirements. 

d.      Where on the battery or on the packaging should the label be placed? 

For the packaging of cylindrical cells, the location of the symbol should be left open to the 
producer due to the many types of information to be printed on the visible part of the 
battery or on the packaging such as safety and CE conformity labels. 

The label should be readable/legible on a visible side of the prismatic battery pack. 
Regarding the specific location, freedom should be left to the battery/pack manufacturer. 

e.      Where shall the capacity label be placed in relation to the other battery labels? 

Please refer to the answer to § 2 d. 

3.      Do you agree with exempting the some categories of portable batteries from the capacity 
labelling requirements as proposed by the consultant? If so, which categories should be 
exempted?  

Exemptions should be granted for button cells and memory back-up batteries and batteries 
packs which are supplied embedded in circuit boards and equipment as well as for individual 
cells supplied separately within equipment packaging. 
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4.      Do you have any suggestions for an alternative (more simplified) approach?  

In the PRB market, the capacity marking is mainly an information for professionals. The 
capacity information indicated today on power packs for mobile phones, laptops, cordless 
tools battery packs is mainly used as technical information between manufacturers. 

Because the power pack is sold together with the equipment, the end user does not have 
the freedom to choose between 2 different brands for the given application at the time of 
purchase. 

The capacity marking is an issue linked to the “information for end-users”. This type of  
information should be communicated via modern communication tools such as the WEB 
sites of producers, rather than to be imposed under a printed format on the battery or its 
packaging. 

 

The position of RECHARGE on the Capacity Marking of Portable Rechargeable 
Batteries is summarized in the attached Table presented as Annex 1. 

5.      The capacity labelling is limited to portable and automotive batteries and accumulators. 
Producers don't control the use of the batteries and accumulators they have placed on the 
market. Do you agree that clear defined criteria which make a distinction between portable and 
industrial batteries and accumulators is necessary? 

Producers of Industrial Rechargeable Batteries normally have control of the type of batteries 
that are placed on the market as these batteries are designed for professional and/or 
industrial applications. In particular when individual cells are assembled into a power pack, 
this power pack is designed for a specific application which is known by the pack assembler.  

The criteria defined in the Batteries Directive have been summarized in a decision tree that 
is proposed by the UK/BERR. This decision tree uses the terms of the Definitions supplied in 
Article 3 of the Batteries Directive 2006/66/EC. 

 

Brussels, November 20th, 2008. 

J-P Wiaux. 

 

Annex 1. Summary Table on the proposals of RECHARGE for the marking of the 
capacity on Portable Rechargeable Batteries and Batteries Packs. 

Annex 2.  Decision Tree proposed by BERR / UK. 


