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EICTA comments on BIO Intelligence Services final proposals for the capacity marking of 
portable batteries  

 

Brussels, 3rd December 2008 
 

Dear Ms. Kelevska, 
 
European Directive 2006/66/EC requires that the capacity of all portable and automotive 
batteries and accumulators is indicated on them by September 26th, 2009. EICTA would 
like to take the opportunity to provide comment on the final report BIO Intelligence 
Services prepared for the European Commission to establish harmonised methods for the 
determination of the capacity of portable batteries. 
 
As mentioned in section 4.3.2.2 of the report, primary and secondary batteries are difficult 
to compare using a single performance indicator. Therefore EICTA supports the idea of 
differentiating marking requirements between primary and secondary batteries.   
 
 

1. Portable Primary Batteries 
 

EICTA supports BIO IS’ recommendation to restrict capacity marking to the five common 
size batteries (AAA, AA, C, D and 9V) and to exempt all batteries sold without packaging 
and with equipment, watch batteries and specialty batteries from the capacity marking. 

  
 
2. Portable secondary Batteries 
 

EICTA agrees to maintain IEC standards as basis to measure the capacity of secondary 
batteries and also supports the exemptions recommended for button cells, memory back-
up batteries and battery packs which are supplied embedded in equipment. This exemption 
should apply to all button cells, memory back-up batteries and battery packs which are not 
intended to be replaced by the consumer in the terms of Art. 11 of the Directive. 
Additionally EICTA recommends exempting individual cells supplied separately within 
equipment packaging. 

 
The location of the capacity marking shall be either on the cell and/or on the packaging. 
Due to many other marking requirements the decision shall be left to the manufacturers 
where to place the marking. 
 
EICTA does not support the proposals regarding the minimum size of the marking for 
secondary batteries. The marking proposed by BIO IS covering a height of up to 2,5 mm 
and a length of up to 7 mm on the cell and 1.5 % of the largest side of a battery pack is 
too large for many ICT equipment batteries, especially due to lack of available space. 
Instead, EICTA supports the Recharge proposal of a minimum size value of 1 mm x 5 mm 
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for accumulators.  The industry has been using capacity marks of this size (e.g. on Mobile 
phone, PDA, etc, batteries) for many years to good effect. 

 
 
3. Battery packs 
 

Some further comments are necessary regarding battery packs. According to Art. 21 (2) of 
the Battery Directive the “capacity of all portable and automotive batteries and 
accumulators” shall be indicated on them. In contrast to Art. 21 (1) battery packs are not 
mentioned. In our understanding battery packs do not fall under the capacity marking 
requirement of Art. 21 (2).  
 
However, BIO IS includes battery packs in its recommendations stating that battery packs 
embedded in equipment shall be exempted and that the labelling shall apply on the 
battery pack instead of the individual cells.  EICTA agrees that it does not make any sense 
to mark the single cells. But, as battery packs are typically sold together with equipment 
and are normally custom-made the end-user has no possibility to choose between two 
different brands for a given application at the time of purchase.  
 
Therefore EICTA recommends excluding battery packs from the capacity marking 
requirements as stated in the Directive. Instead the decision to mark battery packs should 
be left to the discretion of manufacturer. 
 
 

4. Special provisions for Lithium-Ion batteries 
 

EICTA would like to raise attention to the specific issue of Lithium-Ion batteries beginning 
in 2009. From January 1st, 2009, UN International Transport Regulations will require the 
marking of the Energy Content of Lithium batteries in Wh. This means, as a consequence, 
producers have to indicate the value of energy content in Wh as well as the capacity 
content in Ah on rechargeable Lithium batteries. The use of both Wh and Ah (mAh) will 
likely cause confusion to end-users without providing any added value. As the Wh 
information is required to meet UN shipping rules, we would advocate that Li Ion batteries 
are exempt from the capacity marking requirement.  
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EICTA MEMBERSHIP 
 
 
 
 
About EICTA: 
 
EICTA, founded in 1999 is the voice of the European digital technology industry, which 
includes large and small companies in the Information and Communications Technology 
and Consumer Electronics Industry sectors. It is composed of 61 major multinational 
companies and 41 national associations from 29 European countries. In all, EICTA 
represents more than 10,000 companies all over Europe with more than 2 million 
employees and over EUR 1,000 billion in revenues. 
 
The membership of EICTA: 

 
Company Members: 
Adobe, Agilent, Alcatel-Lucent, AMD, Apple, Bang & Olufsen, Bose, Brother, Canon, 
Cisco, Corning, Dell, EADS, Elcoteq, Epson, Ericsson, Fujitsu, Hitachi, HP, IBM, Infineon, 
Ingram Micro, Intel, JVC, Kenwood, Kodak, Konica Minolta, Lexmark, LG Electronics, 
Loewe, Micronas, Microsoft, Motorola, NEC, Nokia, Nokia Siemens Networks, Nortel, 
NXP, Océ, Oki, Oracle, Panasonic, Philips, Pioneer, Qualcomm, Research In Motion, 
Samsung, Sanyo, SAP, Sharp, Siemens, Sony, Sony Ericsson, STMicroelectronics, Sun 
Microsystems, Texas Instruments, Thales, Thomson, Toshiba, UMC, Xerox. 
 
 
National Trade Associations: 
Austria: FEEI; Belarus: INFOPARK; Belgium: AGORIA; Bulgaria: BAIT; Cyprus: CITEA; 
Czech Republic: ASE, SPIS; Denmark: DI ITEK, IT-Branchen; Estonia: ITL; Finland: FFTI; 
France: ALLIANCE TICS, SIMAVELEC; Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI; Greece: SEPE; Hungary: 
IVSZ; Ireland: ICT Ireland; Italy: ANIE, AITech-ASSINFORM; Malta: ITTS; Netherlands: 
ICT~Office, FIAR; Norway: ABELIA, IKT Norge; Poland: KIGEiT, PIIT; Portugal: AGEFE; 
Romania: APDETIC; Slovakia: ITAS; Slovenia: GZS; Spain: AETIC, ASIMELEC; Sweden: 
IT&Telekomföretagen; Switzerland: SWICO, SWISSMEM; Turkey: ECID, TESID, TÜBISAD; 
Ukraine: IT Ukraine; United Kingdom: INTELLECT. 
 
 
 
 


