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Response charts for
The European City — improving the quality of your
environment
Status @ Closed
Date open @ 28-07-2005

End date : 22-09-2005
There are 2455 responses on 2807 in the current set for your criteria

Search criteria

['am answering as : a private individual

METAINFOSECTION
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Your Profile
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I am answering as .

_4 a private individual
& JGender
LRLINEE
& Iwhere do you live ?
8 300 you live ?

% 300 you have any children ?

_y an expert, a member of an organisation or
public authority

S am answering as
g;JNumber of employees/members in your organisation :
ﬁ«'ﬁum which sector are you active ?
jﬁv‘jLeaming From Other Cities
iﬂv’JWhich would be the most effective way to learn ?
jvjVolentary Initiatives

S 3What should in your view be done to raise awareness about the impact of buildings on the
environment and to promote more sustainable construction methods ?

2 JGender
Male
Female

1394

3 dAge :
25-44
45-65
18-24
+65
Under 18

2 where do you live ?

Urban area with more than 250,000
inhabitants

Urban area with less than 100,000 inhabitants

Urban area with between 100.000 inhabitants
and 250,000 inhabitants

Rural area

1288

511
399

256
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2 Ipo you live ?
In the centre of the urban area

On the edge of the urban area

other

2 Ipo you have any children ?
No

Yes

a]‘

1517

am answering as

expert (university/research body/consultant
etc.)

_4 public authority

S which kind of authority do you represent?
environmental Non-Governmental Organization
city association
private business
industry association

other

2" INumber of employees/members in your organisation
individual
1-9
10-49
50-249
250-499
500+

22 Nn which sector are you active ?
Environmental protection
Energy sector
Construction sector
Transport sector
Health care
Land use sector
Other
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2 IWhich kind of authority do you represent?
_y local

S 3Which kind of local authority do you represent ?

8 1Data Collection
regional
national or federal

2 IWhich kind of local authority do you represent ?
Local authority - rural area

Local authority - agglomeration with <100,000
inhabitants

Local authority - agglomeration with between
100,000 and 250,000 inhabitants

Local authority - agglomeration with more
than 250,000 inhabitants
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What do you think about the quality of the environment in the urban area where you

live ?

Quality of the air
Satisfactory
Poor
Very poor
Very good

don’t know

Levels of noise
Poor
Satisfactory
Very poor
Very good
don’t know

Levels of road traffic
Very poor
Poor
Satisfactory
Very good
don’t know

Poor
Satisfactory
Very poor
Very good
don’t know

Attractiveness of the urban area (buildings, streets, squares, unused land)

Satisfactory
Poor

Very good
Very poor
don’t know
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Quality of green spaces and parks
Satisfactory
Poor
Very good
Very poor
don’t know

Nature (plants and animals) in the urban area

Poor . 952
Satisfactory 857
Very poor

Very good

don’t know
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Has the quality of the environment in your urban area and the environmental
performance of your urban area improved in the past 5 to 10 years 7

Air quality
Become worse 855

No change

Yes, somewhat

Don’t know

Yes, significantly

Levels of noise
Become worse 1230
No change

Yes, somewhat

Don’t know ,
Yes, significantly i33

Levels of road traffic
Become worse
No change
Yes, somewhat

Don’t know .
Yes, significantly g0
Quality of water in the urban area (rivers, canals, lakes and ponds)
No change 976
Yes, somewhat

Don’t know

Become worse

Yes, significantly ﬁ 101
Amount of waste generated

Become worse 1113
No change
Yes, somewhat

Don’t know

Yes, significantly

http://curopa.cu.int/yourvoice/ipm/forms/charts?print=true&selection=I1D377252132521419...

Page 8 of 21

3/10/2005



Europa - IPM - Consultation Page 9 of 21

Attractiveness of the urban area (buildings, streets, squares, unused land)
Yes, somewhat ' . 027
No change
Become worse
Yes, significantly

Don’t know

Quality of green spaces and parks
Yes, somewhat

No change
305
Yes, significantly 175
Don’t know | 163

Become worse

Nature (plants and animals) in the urban area

No change 1086
Become worse
Yes, somewhat

Don’t know

Yes, significantly

Greenhouse gas emissions (Greenhouse gases, e.g. CO2 emissions, contribute to climate change. Energy

production from fossil fuels causes CO2 emissions, and buildings use energy for heating, cooling and

lighting. Motorised transport also emits greenhouse gas when petrol and diesel are burnt in the engine).

Become worse 1283

No change
Don’t know
Yes, somewhat

Yes, significantly

Energy efficiency
No change
Don’t know
Yes, somewhat

Become worse

Yes, significantly
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Unstructured expansion of the urban area into the countryside (this can create negative environmental
effects such as greater use of the private car, higher greenhouse gas emissions and also loss of natural

habitats)

Become worse 1321

No change
Yes, somewhat

Yes, significantly

Don’t know
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For what reasons is it important for you to have a high quality environment in your

urban area ?

Avoid health problems (poor air quality, excessive noise can cause health problems)

Very important 932

484

Important
Low importance i 32
Not important 5
1

Don’t know

Create a positive image of the city
Important 1116
Very important

Low importance

Not important
Don’t know 4

Attract businesses and jobs to the city

Important 1023
Low importance
Very important

Not important

Don’t know

Ensure people feel safe (poor quality urban environments can make people feel unsafe)
Important 7 989

Very important 968

Low importance
Not important I 67
Don’t know f26

Protect nature in the city and protect the environment in general
Very important 834

Important

Low importance
Not important

Don’t know
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Make the city a good place to live and work
Very important
Important
Low importance
Not important
Don’t know

How the environment in your urban area is managed

Page 12 of 21

Do you feel that you have enough information about decisions that affect the quality of the environment

in your urban area ?

| do not know about these decisions but want

to

| am informed but do not participate in public

consultations

| am informed and participate actively in
public consultations

Don’t know

| do not know about these decisions and am
not interested in them

How important is it for you to receive information on how the quality of the environment in your city

compares to other cities (is your city doing better or worse than other cities) ?

Important

Very important
Low importance
Not important
Don’t know

Do you think that different activities (e.g. reducing air pollution, noise reduction, transport planning and
urban development) are properly coordinated at the local level (for instance through a Local Agenda 21

Strategy ?
Rarely
Sometimes
Never
Don’t know
Always
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In order to manage the transport in the city better, please rank each of the initiatives

below according to the importance of each measure.

Ban the most polluting vehicles in city centres during certain periods

Very important
Important
Little important i
Not important i85
Don’t know 129

Road pricing - charging vehicles to enter certain areas during certain periods (cleaner vehicles have

lower fees)
Important
Very important . 677
Little important '
Not important

Don’t know

795

Parking management (lower fees and special spaces for cleaner vehicles, reduction in parking spaces in

the most polluted areas)
Important

Very important 859

Little important
Not important »
Don’t know 75

Replacement and retrofitting of public vehicles (buses, delivery vehicles, fire engines) to increase use of

cleaner vehicles and fuels
Very important
Important
Little important
Not important {30
Don’t know I 16

Improvements in public transport services (speed

Very important

Important . 383
Little important g 51

Not important {18

Don’t know 6

frequency, comfort, safety, ticketing)
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Promotion and development of cycling
Very important

Important

Little important

Not important i76
Don’t know 12

Promotion and development of walking
Very important
Important
Little important .
Not important i 48
Don’t know 12

Development of innovative modes of transport (e.g. car-sharing, collective taxi)

Important . m
Very important 857
Little important

Not important i 105

Don’t know E 36

Development of intelligent transport systems (coordinated traffic lights, road traffic information).
969
. 958

Important

Very important
Little important
Not important | A
Don’t know j37

Page 14 of 21

Are you aware of the environmental performance of the building you live in ?

The environmental performance of a building covers energy consumption ( e.g. by heating and cooling)
which can contribute to air pollution and CO2 emissions, water consumption and also the performance

of materials and products that are used to construct the building.

| have some idea of the impact my building has
on the environment

| do not know the impact my building has on
the environment

| 738

| understand the impact my building has on the o
environment

910
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What would you be prepared to do to improve the quality of your urban environment
inside the city and the impacts on the environment outside the city ?

Use public transport or walk /cycle for most journeys
| already do this
Yes, | would be prepared to do this
Maybe | would do this
No | would not do this

Don’t know 9

Not use a car in the city centre
| already do this
Yes, | would be prepared to do this
Maybe | would do this
No | would not do this
Don’t know

I already do this

Yes, | would be prepared to do this
Maybe | would do this

Don’t know

No | would not do this 13

Improve my heating installation and/or house insulation

Yes, | would be prepared to do this
| already do this

Maybe | would do this

Don’t know

No | would not do this

Generate less waste/recycle
| already do this
Yes, | would be prepared to do this
Maybe | would do this
No | would not do this

Don’t know 6

1636
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Save water (e.g. install a low flush toilet, use of rainwater for the garden)
| already do this i 1307
Yes, | would be prepared to do this e
Maybe | would do this

No | would not do this

Don’t know 9

Encourage nature in your own garden
| already do this 1216

Yes, | would be prepared to do this

Don’t know

Maybe | would do this

No | would not do this

Yes, | would be prepared to do this
Maybe | would do this

| already do this

No | would not do this

Don’t know

What would make you change your behaviour ?

Better information on environmental issues in
your area

Financial incentives
Other
Penalties

Learning From Other Cities

How important is it that your city learns from the experience (good and bad) of other cities to improve
the environment in the city and reduce the impact on the wider environment ?

Very important
Important

Less important
Not important

Don’t know
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Which would be the most effective way to learn ?

From examples of best practices available on the internet
Very effective
Effective
Less effective
Not effective

Don’t know

From a web portal focused on urban issues for local authorities
Very effective
Effective
Less effective
Not effective
Don’t know

Meetings within networks to exchange best practices
Very effective
Effective
Less effective
Not effective
Don’t know

Cooperation activities between cities (e.g. twinning)
Very effective
Effective
Less effective
Not effective

Don’t know

Demonstration projects within the context of EU programmes
Very effective
Effective
Less effective
Not effective
Don’t know

Training arranged by local or national authorities
Very effective
Effective
Less effective
Not effective

Don’t know
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Face to face training (e.g. through exchange of staff by local authorities)
Very effective

Effective
Less effective
Not effective

Don’t know

A network of national focal points on urban issues to give advice
Very effective
Effective
Less effective
Not effective

Don’t know
Voluntary Initiatives

Many different voluntary initiatives exist to improve the quality of the environment in urban areas.
Examples include Local Agenda 21 and the Aalborg Commitments . How effective do you think these
voluntary initiatives are in improving the quality of the environment in urban areas ?

Very effective- they produce significant
changes in environmental quality

Effective - they produce some changes in
environmental quality

Less effective -they can sometimes produce
changes in environmental quality

Not effective - they do not produce changes or
only rarely produce changes

Don’t know
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What should in your view be done to raise awareness about the impact of buildings

on the environment and to promote more sustainable construction methods ?

Develop a common methodology to assess the environmental performance of buildings
Very important
Important
Less important
Not important
Don’t know

Display information on the environmental performance at the entrance of the building
Very important
Important
Less important
Not important
Don’t know

Set requirements to environmental performance in the public procurement of building construction

Very important
Important

Less important
Not important

Don’t know

Establish a programme to promote sustainable construction in the city
Very important
Important
Less important
Not important
Don’t know
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Data Collection
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Are you collecting data on a voluntary basis which enables you to measure the overall environmental
performance of your city ?

Ay Yes

S D0 you have a strategy to improve the environmental performance of your city ?

S Iwould it be useful to have a European common methodology for collecting such environmental
data to enable comparison between cities ?

8 1To help you improve the environmental performance of your city, would it be useful to have
indicative objectives for cities on environment issues at European level ?

_4 No, we only collect the obligatory data,
according to legislation

S 3would you be prepared to collect such data to measure the overall environmental performance
of your city if a European common methodology for collecting the data was provided to enable
comparison between cities 7

S 3would you be prepared to establish a strategy to improve the environmental performance of
your city ?

W 3Would it be useful to have indicative values for European common objectives for cities on
environment issues ?

1"po you have a strategy to improve the environmental performance of your city ?
Yes
Not yet
No

2 dwould it be useful to have a European common methodology for collecting such environmental data
to enable comparison between cities ?

Very useful
Useful

Not useful
Don’t know

21 help you improve the environmental performance of your city, would it be useful to have
indicative objectives for cities on environment issues at European level ?

Very useful
Useful

Not useful
Don’t know
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2 Iwould you be prepared to collect such data to measure the overall environmental performance of
your city if a European common methodology for collecting the data was provided to enable comparison
between cities ?

Yes

Maybe

No

Don't know

2 dwould you be prepared to establish a strategy to improve the environmental performance of your
city ?

Yes

Maybe

No

23 dwould it be useful to have indicative values for European common objectives for cities on
environment issues ?

Very useful
Useful

Not useful

Don't know

Thank you for your co-operation

What is your opinion of this questionnaire ?
It met my expectations

_4 It did not meet my expectations

Sf it did not, why so ?

3211 it did not, why so ?
too general

content not pertinent

too long 137
too difficult to understand {18
too short 15
too technical 12
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