
On Resource Efficiency 
 
 
Questionnaire 

1) On all these we mean that that the impact will come already in the short term. 
2) 2.2 we believe will achieved in the longer term while the other 2 points in the short 

term. 
3) None of these resources are used not enough efficient today except from 3.1, 3.6 and 

3.9, where we assess those more or less efficient. We also would like to highlight the 
essential substance, for food production, phosphorus, as a key resource which is not at 
all efficient used. 

4) Most of the policies has a high potential except for 4.3, 4.4 and 4.11 where we assess 
those as having low potential. 

5) The most significant obstacle is that prices do not reflect impact on resources. 
Information tools will not be able to shift the paradigm on their own. 

 
Policy tools 

1) Market based instruments and financial support are the only options that are strong 
enough to achieve a paradigm shift. Business as usual could not be changed neither 
with European legislation nor with information tools. Trade policy measures need to 
be adopted on a global scale if it should be effective, if not it is not effective at all. 

2) See above. 
3) See above, but also 3.1 could be effective. Developing of the demand side, 3.4, we 

assess as not effective as it will be too slow to reach a critical mass. 
4) See 1. On 4.9 we mean that there is an urgent need to revise the waste legislation. This 

is created to protect individuals and the environment, but it has not the potential, as we 
see it, to safeguard the coming generations for a lack of resources. This conflict 
between waste and resource legislative measures has to be prioritized in the future 
work. Our opinion is that there is no waste, there are just wasted resources. 

5) The most significant barriers are 5.1, 5.2, 5.3, 5.6 and 5.8. We mean that there is a 
combination of trust in the strength of the demand together with a lack of profitability 
due to the legal focus on waste and not resource efficiency. 

6) As there is a need for a paradigm shift, market based instruments which would 
minimize the uncertainty in economic investments, are the most effective ones. 

7) The market instruments, preferably adopted on the global level will have the highest 
potential for this huge shift. It could be done as the Stern report showed on how to 
make a change when it comes to climate issues. 

8) A limited selection of high-level indicators. 
 
I have just one comment on the last chapter as this I mainly turned to individuals. The most 
adequate signal to consumers is the price. If resource efficient goods will be more expensive 
than “conventional ones”, our experience from organic and eco-labeled products is that this 
could not penetrate the average consumer behavior. 
 
Further comments 
Market instrument is the key. As long as business as usual rules, there will be no substantial 
change. It is impossible to achieve a shift in the short term just relying on the willingness of 
some companies and some consumers. This is also from experience from organic and eco-
labeled products.  
Phosphorus has not yet got enough focus. 



Waste legislation has to be changed. Resource efficiency promotion legislation is a key. The 
latter has to take precedence of the waste legislation. In the long term it is all about resource 
efficiency, not about waste. 
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