
 

Solvay comments on the Consultation on a roadmap for a resource-efficient 
Europe 

Solvay, as a company, has taken part in the consultation. The purpose of this document 
is to sum up the key learnings from the meeting held to answer the EC questionnaire in 
order to facilitate understanding of Solvay’s priorities in this area and contribute to the 
European Commission’s reflexion on resource efficiency.  

The working group answering this questionnaire considered it to be overly restrictive 
given the scope and complexity of the issues at stake. In particular, no room was made 
available to comment on our inputs. 

Solvay would like to highlight a few issues which it believes are crucial to the success of 
the European Commission’s initiative: 
• Access to some raw materials is already a real issue industry has to deal with (rare 

earth in China, scarce metals - copper, e.g. -, water …) and new rules need to be 
defined urgently to address speculation (on Palladium, e.g.) and geopolitical issues 
(Fluorspar in Africa, e.g.).  In other words, any resource efficiency initiative needs to 
address the political and financial dimensions of the issue as well as environmental 
ones.  

• In our opinion, most resources in Europe could be used more efficiently. Some of the 
issues to be addressed include: 

- The recycling of metals is very low when compared with, e.g. glass packaging 
- Biomass as a source of renewable energy is already reported to be putting 

pressure on supply to the wood and paper industry in Scandinavia, 
- The average rate of leakage in water distribution in Europe needs to be 

drastically reduced 
- Chemicals are part of the solutions to the challenges that consumers are 

seeking to address (reduce their energy consumption, reduce their exposure 
to harmful or toxic substances, increase the quality and production of food and 
water, etc). Incentivising better use of end applications of chemicals would 
help overall resource efficiency.  

• It is critical that the policies and market instruments that need to be implemented in 
order to increase resource efficiency should not impact European companies’ global 
competitiveness. Wherever possible, global policies or targets should be elaborated 
and agreed upon in order for EU measures to fit into a broader effort. This would also 
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avoid isolating EU industry by imposing burdens on it that Europe’s trading partners 
do not have.  

• Public funding for investment and innovation promoting resource efficiency should be 
implemented at European level while a framework allowing the Member States to 
implement incentives for resource efficiency should be adopted by the EU.   

• To maintain the highest standards of the European manufacturing industry, we 
strongly believe that critical success factors are, among others: 

- A scientific approach to measure and change what needs to be changed 
using recognised tools such as Life Cycle Assesments   

- Increase policy coordination at global level 
- Balance incentives and penalties 
- Avoid market distortion not only at European but at global level too 
- When using market instruments, ensure that financial speculation will not 

undermine their purpose, distort price signals and create uncertainties, 
thereby delaying necessary investments and jeapordising the competitiveness 
of European industry.  


