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The Sherpas suggested that, when discussing the work programme of the European Resource 
Efficiency Platform (EREP), members consider the following: 

• principles, 
• themes, and 
• timing of outputs. 

 

A. Three principles for EREP’s work  
1. The need to take into account that resource efficiency issues are interlinked, in particular 

between the environment and the economy.  The approach should be to look for win-win 
solutions combining the two aspects. Growth, competitiveness, innovation should be 
reflected. Issues such as the global dimension, social issues such as skills and job creation, 
consumer awareness, should not be treated separately, but included in all aspects of its 
work.  

2. The EREP should look for added value and impact in its work, focussing on what can be 
achieved in the European context (including through the EU semester of economic policy 
coordination), avoiding duplication of work, taking into account timetables of other work 
being conducted elsewhere and other fora.  

3. Output: The group should develop a clear vision and focus on priority issues, while being 
aware that these issues may require action over the longer term. In order to have 
maximum impact on policy decisions, the EREP should produce a first set of 
recommendations within a year - "low hanging fruits" or "quick wins" for the shorter 
term. Medium to long term aspects would be looked at in the second part of the mandate 
of the group.  

 

B. Three main themes 
I. Circular economy/greening the economy: The aim is to identify a limited set of key 

measures to move towards a more circular, greener economy, covering products 
(including product design), processes, services provision as well as consumer behaviour. 
The group would need to:  
1 Identify objectives and tools, such as new business models and economic incentives. 

Identify the main market and institutional failures and barriers to change.  
2 Take into account social considerations (i.e. jobs, skills, distribution of impacts) as well 

as the international dimension.  
3 Consider whole value chains  
4 Decide on how best structure its work (e.g. according to the time dimension: short term/ 

long term; and/or by main function/sector - food, housing, mobility, manufacturing 
industry; and/or according to the stage in the life-cycle: upstream, e.g. land, 



   

 

biodiversity, water-use phase – or downstream, i.e. waste, recycling, re-use).  
 

II. Setting objectives and measuring progress: setting policy objectives and targets and 
defining indicators for measuring progress, including footprint and life cycle 
methodologies, taking into account the international dimension. 

 
III.  Framework conditions for investments in resource efficiency: Keeping in mind the 

international dimension and social impacts, the group would examine in particular: 
-  using fiscal measures to take into account resource efficiency objectives more 

effectively, including phasing out of harmful subsidies, and shifting within the 
taxation system; examining barriers to progress as appropriate 

-  a better valuation and pricing of resources and ecosystem services, including 
externalities; 

-  financing the transition, notably helping new business models to thrive and paying 
particular attention to SMEs. 

 
Work to prepare these themes should be carried out in specific working groups.  The aim for 
each working group would be to produce an interim report for next Plenary meeting 
(December 2012); completed by a report for the spring meeting (March 2013).  
 

C. Timing of outputs 
1 By mid 2013, EREP should issue a first set of recommendations, focussing on 'low 

hanging fruits' that could feed into policy proposals in 2013-2014. 
2 A second set of recommendations at the end of EREP mandate, focussing on important 

issues in the medium-term. 
 
D. Other 
 
The European Commission tabled updated draft Terms of Reference. 
 
Sherpas also agreed on the draft agenda for the inaugural platform meeting. 
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