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1. OBJECTIVE 
 
The objective of the EU Resource Efficiency Transition Platform (hereafter "the 
Platform") is to provide high-level guidance to the European Commission, Member 
States, local and regional authorities, and private actors on the transition process towards 
a more resource-efficient economy. 
 
More specifically it will provide recommendations on how to achieve the milestones and 
realise the vision set out in the Roadmap to a resource efficient Europe ("the Roadmap") 
of September 2011. It will help ensure coherent and effective delivery of the first priority 
measures for 2012-13. It will provide advice on the policy instruments and governance 
structures needed to deliver on the main pillars of the roadmap. The platform will 
propose indicators and targets for resource efficiency as guiding tools for economic 
policy-making in view of the mid-term review of the Europe 2020 Strategy. 
 
The Platform should also contribute to improving co-ordination across sectors and help 
create common awareness and a shared agenda of improved resource efficiency among 
EU institutions, national governments, local and regional authorities, business and civil 
society. 
 
2. CONTEXT 
 
Our natural resources are under increasing pressure while demand is rising, due to an 
increasingly affluent and growing global population. This trend is set to continue, with 
increasing impact on the environment, and on economic competitiveness and growth as 
prices rise and the resource base of our economy erodes. To tackle these challenges and 
to turn them into opportunities, our economy needs a fundamental transformation within 
a generation. 
 
The European Commission is putting resource efficiency at the heart of the European 
policy making in relation to environment, job creation and competitiveness. More 
efficient use of resources can improve productivity, boost the competitiveness of our 
businesses and improve our public finances while having a positive effect on our 
environment and well-being. Investment in the technologies and services that can 
generate resource efficiency can provide an important stimulus to sustainable growth and 
jobs, even in the short run. 
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Decoupling growth from resource use and unlocking these new sources of growth and job 
creation requires a coherent policy framework that creates economic opportunities, 
facilitates investment in resource efficiency and rewards innovation. As part of the 
European strategy for structural economic reform, "Europe 2020", the "Roadmap to a 
resource efficient Europe" of September 2011 sets out a vision for a sustainable Europe 
in 2050, milestones to be passed, as well as immediate first steps to be taken in order to 
put Europe on the right track. 
 
Transforming the EU into a more resource efficient economy will require concerted 
action across a wide range of policies and levels of government. The Commission is 
engaged into a joint effort with stakeholders, namely to work on defining the right 
indicators and targets for guiding actions and monitoring progress. The European 
"Resource Efficiency Platform", as announced in the Roadmap, is central to this effort. 
 
3. MANDATE 
 
The Platform will advise on: 

− key barriers to progress at EU, national, regional and sectoral levels and 
practical suggestions for coordinated approaches to lifting them; 

− main challenges and priority objectives in key sectors, resources and policy 
areas; 

− the identification of measures and means of ensuring their effective 
implementation; 

− Future development of resource efficiency in the context of the review of 
Europe 2020; 

− other issues identified during the work of the Platform. 
 
The Platform will recommend: 

− the choice of resource efficiency targets, and its underpinning indicators, as 
guiding tools for the EU's agenda for economic policy coordination. 

 
Specific attention can be given to 

− key sectors such as food, construction, transport, and finance; 
− key resources such as minerals, energy, water, land and ecosystem services, 

including interlinkages between resources and the possible use of waste as a 
resource; 

− key policy areas and instruments, such as furthering the single market for 
green products, promoting environmental tax reform, removing 
environmentally harmful subsidies and better targeting EU cohesion policy; 

− the local and regional dimension; 
− the international dimension, including RIO+20 and its follow-up. 

 
The mandate of the Platform is for 2 years. It may be extended. 
 
4. OUTPUTS/DELIVERABLES 
 
The Platform will issue statements, reports and recommendations, as appropriate and 
where possible timed to feed into the initiatives announced in the Roadmap, either at the 
request of the Commission (which will submit suggestions on issues to discuss), or upon 
its own initiative. It will produce a first set of recommendations by mid 2013 and a 
second set of recommendations by the end of its two year mandate. 
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The key conclusions of meetings and underpinning work will be made publicly available. 
 
5. MEMBERSHIP 
 
The Platform is chaired by an independent Chair. The European Commissioner for the 
Environment acts as a Vice-Chair. 
 
The Platform members will be drawn from key stakeholder groups: the European 
Commission, the European Parliament, national and regional governments, relevant 
international organisations, business/industry, civil society (inter alia consumers, trade 
unions and NGOs) and other opinion leaders, e.g. from academia. Extra-EU views will be 
represented as appropriate. 
 
Members cannot be substituted. Each member nominates a personal representative 
(sherpa) to help in the preparation of the Platform meetings and deliverables in 
coordination with the secretariat. 
 
6. WORKING ARRANGEMENTS 
 
Upon a proposal by the Chair and Vice-Chair, the Platform members will adopt a rolling 
work programme including a tentative schedule for meetings, the timing and key 
milestones for various discussions and decisions to be taken. The programme will be 
made public. 
 
The Platform will meet at least twice a year. Meetings of the sherpas may be organised to 
prepare the Platform meetings. 
 
The Platform will adopt its working methods and the most appropriate way to organise its 
reflection. The agenda will be proposed by the Chair in coordination with the 
Commission. Discussions will mainly be conducted on the basis of documents distributed 
by the secretariat. Where requested by the Platform, or the Chair, the Commission may 
commission papers from external consultants on behalf of the Platform, to support its 
analysis. The Platform may hold hearings with invited experts to gather information and 
views. 
 
The Platform will interact with other existing groups and fora and draw from their work 
as appropriate. 
 
The secretariat will be provided by the European Commission services. The secretariat 
will organise the meetings. Travel and subsistence of participating members, sherpas and 
experts will be covered according to the prevailing rules within the Commission. 
 
The working language will be English. 
 
 


