
 

 
 

                                             

 EUROPEAN COMMISSION  

NEWS RELEASE 

11 October 2017 

Takeagreenstep.eu: new tool to help hotel and 
restaurant owners green their businesses 

A new toolkit providing smart tips for greening the hospitality sector, takeagreenstep.eu, 

is being launched today. The website shows hotel and restaurant owners and managers 

how they can improve the environmental performance of their businesses. Greening the 

sector will have significant positive impact: Europe’s tourism industry employs 12 million 

people and generates over five percent of GDP.  

 

“Europe is the world's number one tourist destination. By 2030 we can expect 800 

million visitors every year. But what we need is a forward-looking vision: rather than the 

world's ‘No.1 travel destination’, we should aspire to becoming the world's top ‘Eco-

travel destination’,” said Karmenu Vella, European Commissioner for Environment, 

Maritime Affairs and Fisheries.  

 

 

Toolkit for sustainability  
 

The website developed by the European Commission's Directorate General for the 

Environment and its in-house science service, the Joint Research Centre includes an 

interactive section with Best Environmental Management Practices (BEMPs). These have 

been developed under the EU Eco-management and audit scheme (EMAS), a leading 

sustainability certification tool. The 28 best practices cover different aspects of greening 

tourist accommodation and restaurants, including sustainable food sourcing, waste 

management, and reducing water and energy consumption.  

 

takeagreenstep.eu also details examples of hotels that have embraced sustainability 

measures to successfully apply EMAS and the circular economy. These hotels have 

excelled in areas such as greening their supply chain, improving waste management, 

training staff in better environmental practices and helping guests to make green 

choices. 

 

Business owners can also find ready-to-print brochures to inform guests about how they 

can contribute to onsite sustainability efforts, a checklist for staff to optimise daily 

practices and restaurant menu icons to promote eating local by highlighting local dishes. 

All of this material can be downloaded, printed out and used for free by any hotel or 

restaurant. 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/emas/takeagreenstep/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/emas/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/emas/takeagreenstep/


 

 

 

Background  

Tourism is the third largest socio-economic activity in the European Union (EU), and 

contributes to between five and ten percent of the EU's gross national product.  

Although tourism has a broadly positive impact on economic growth and employment, it 

is also a resource-intensive industry that leaves a big environmental footprint. Apart 

from tourism’s substantial contribution to global greenhouse gas emissions, major 

challenges for the sector include excessive water consumption, discharge of untreated 

water, waste generation, degradation of land and ecosystems, and damage to local 

terrestrial and marine biodiversity. 

The EU’s circular economy policy is highly relevant for the travel sector, especially 

considering the rising consumer demand for sustainable travel. EU research indicates 

that over one-third of travellers favour environmentally-friendly tourism, and are willing 

to pay up to 40% more for this experience.  

 

The EU Ecolabel and the EU Eco-Management and Audit Scheme (EMAS) are circular 

economy tools developed by the European Commission for companies and other 

organisations to improve their environmental performance. EMAS spans all economic and 

service sectors and is applicable worldwide. The multiple environmental impacts of tourist 

accommodation confirms that the EMAS approach of improving all aspects of 

environmental management is particularly valuable in this sector. 

For more information  

To learn more: 

 http://takeagreenstep.eu and http://ec.europa.eu/environment/emas/index_en.htm  

 

 

Contact: E-mail: emashelpdesk@adelphi.de (telephone: +49 (30) 89 000 68 - 481/82) 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/priorities/jobs-growth-and-investment/towards-circular-economy_en
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/emas/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/emas/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/emas/index_en.htm
http://takeagreenstep.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/emas/index_en.htm
mailto:emashelpdesk@adelphi.de

