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NATURE

Alarming decline in plants, molluscs and freshwater fishes

According to a new study funded by the European Commission, 44 % of all freshwater molluscs,
37 % of all freshwater fishes and at least 467 species of vascular plants are now under threat of
extinction in Europe. The study draws up the so-called "European Red Lists" for these three
groups of species. These Red lists catalogue endangered species in Europe, as part of an extensive
effort to evaluate the risk of extinction of species in Europe. The new Red Lists complement
previous assessments on mammals, amphibians, reptiles, butterflies, dragonflies and on a
selection of saproxylic beetles. Additional categories to be assessed in the near future include
birds, marine fishes, pollinator insects and medicinal plants. The European Red Lists help policy-
makers to take appropriate action to protect species under threat. They are developed by the
Global Species Programme of the International Union for Conservation of Nature and aim to
complete the wider IUCN Global Red List of Threatened Species™.

Press Release
More information on Red Lists

Major expansion of Europe’s network of protected natural areas — Natura 2000

Natura 2000, the EU's network of protected areas, has undergone a significant expansion.
166 Sites of Community Interest (SCIs) covering an area of nearly 18 800 square kilometres have
been added, including a major addition of marine areas covering 17 000 square kilometres which
will increase protection for many endangered marine habitats and species. The new marine sites
will provide a vital refuge for many of Europe's rarest and most endangered species, including the
loggerhead sea turtle Caretta caretta and the Mediterranean monk seal Monachus monachus.
The network of sites under the EU Nature Directives now covers almost 18 % of the EU's landmass
and more than 145 000 km2 of its seas. The main countries involved in this latest expansion are
the UK, France, Belgium, Greece, Cyprus, Hungary, Lithuania and Italy. Natura 2000 is the
centrepiece of Europe's efforts to halt biodiversity loss and safeguard ecosystem services.

Press release
MEMO
More information on Natura 2000



http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/1387&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/conservation/species/redlist
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/1376&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/11/806&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/index_en.htm

WATER

European Commission gathers views on water efficiency in buildings

European regions are increasingly under threat of water scarcity and droughts. This issue is
expected to amplify under the effects of climate change and intensifying demand due to
population growth. However, at least 20 % of water resources could be saved if they were used
more efficiently. The European Commission is therefore seeking stakeholder's views on policy
options to reduce and optimise water use in buildings, such as smart metering, water pricing,
labelling, certification and minimum efficiency requirements, to name a few. The views will feed
into possible EU wide measures related to water efficiency in buildings. The chosen policy
orientations will be presented in the Blueprint to safeguard Europe's waters that the Commission
will issue at the end of 2012. The consultation will run until 8 February 2012.

Online consultation
More information on water scarcity



http://ec.europa.eu/environment/consultations/consultations/water_efficiency.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/quantity/scarcity_en.htm



http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eussd/pdf/14.%20SCP-SIP%20AP%20Mid%20Term%20-%20Final%20Report.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eussd/escp_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/resource_efficiency/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/1371&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/emas/index_en.htm
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http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/1436&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/11/825&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/international/negotiations/durban/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/1391&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/11/816&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en



http://ec.europa.eu/clima/news/articles/news_2011110901_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/clima/news/articles/news_2011112101_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/clima/news/news_archives_en.htm
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http://bookshop.europa.eu/en/2012-blueprint-to-safeguard-europe-s-water-resources-pbKH3211889
http://bookshop.europa.eu/en/seas-for-life-pbKH3111249
http://bookshop.europa.eu/en/conservation-and-recovery-of-threatened-birds-in-the-european-union-pbKH3111194
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/conservation/species/redlist/downloads/European_vascular_plants.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/conservation/species/redlist/downloads/European_molluscs.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/conservation/species/redlist/downloads/European_freshwater_fishes.pdf
http://twitter.com/JanezPotocnikEU
http://www.facebook.com/potocnikjanez
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