
Green Spider Network 

Minutes of meeting 5 June 2014 

 

The Green Spiders discussed future working arrangements including the usefulness of the network. 

 

There was a general understanding that it would be useful to keep the network alive. Many spiders 

expressed that the network adds value to their professional work in terms of keeping abreast with 

developments and use of communication tools and political priorities at the EU level regarding 

environmental protection. 

 

However, it also became clear in the discussions that the network could work in a lighter and less 

formal manner than set out in the framework document from the past. 

 

It was suggested that in order to keep the network alive, one annual meeting would be useful as a face 

to face contact facilitates good cooperation and networking. 

 

There was general agreement that linking future meetings with other events relevant for 

environmental communications such as for example the Green Week would be useful. It was also 

discussed that interactions with other relevant organisations e.g. IMPEL should be explored. 

 

The Commission committed to update the list of contacts and to circulate the DG Environment 2015 

Communication Strategy once adopted (expected late autumn). The Commission also committed to 

more actively provide relevant EU level information when relevant for the members. However, to 

make the network livelier all members were encouraged to be active in making the network a useful 

hub for exchanges. In this respect in particular representatives from Finland, the Flemish government 

and Switzerland committed to take a proactive role.  

 

Finally a number of specific points of information from the Commission: 

 

 To strengthen communication on climate action, DG Climate Action have called on all Heads 

of Communication responsible for Climate Change in Ministries and Agencies who wish to be on 

the DG CLIMA mailing list to send the name(s) of the relevant Heads of Communication to Anna 

Johansson, Head of DG Climate Action's Communication Team (Anna.Johansson@ec.europa.eu). 

 2015 will be the European Year for Development. Lots of communication activities will be 

planned across Europe. Sustainable Development Goals will be part of the debate on 

development.   

 The Expo Milano 2015 will have as the theme “Feeding the Planet, Energy for Life”, which will 

be relevant for environmental communication topics e.g. soil, water, biodiversity etc. 

 The European Business Awards for the Environment award ceremony will take place early 

December 2014: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/awards/index.html 

 DG Environment is currently running a number of active social media accounts: 

o https://www.facebook.com/EUEnvironment 

o https://www.facebook.com/GenerationAwake 

o https://twitter.com/EU_ENV 

 The Magazine Environment for Europeans has become electronic: 

o http://ec.europa.eu/environment/news/efe/index_en.htm 

mailto:Anna.Johansson@ec.europa.eu
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/awards/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/EUEnvironment
https://www.facebook.com/GenerationAwake
https://twitter.com/EU_ENV
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/news/efe/index_en.htm

