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The Green Spiders discussed the future role of the network, recognising the need for more strategic 

collaboration and thematic focus.  

A tour de table where each Green Spider presented their current and future communication 

priorities revealed a lot of common themes across Member States, which could be used to exchange 

ideas and communication tools when developing campaigns and other communication efforts.  

There was general understanding that the network should continue to have the twin function of a 

strategic platform for discussing ideas and a channel for the exchange of best practices. Spiders 

encouraged each other to develop the reflex to consult the network or a particular member in the 

early stages of developing a communication activity in order to find synergies and to benefit from 

each other's experiences. This can be done in a light and informal manner and could include 

following each other's social media accounts, sharing infographics, as well as involving Green Spiders 

more extensively in EU activities targeting specific Member States. 

Regarding best practices, the Commission committed to revamp and update the old best practice 

library on the Green Spider website, creating an easy-to-use platform for sharing and exchange of 

best practices. The idea is to have best practices classified under theme, target group and means of 

communication. A web form will be created to make it easier for the members to enter their best 

practice suggestion. The Commission will make the new web site available in September.  To call it a 

success, we rely on the Spiders to provide the content.  

Two best practice examples in the field of communicating biodiversity were presented at the 

meeting. Karolina Hedenmo from Sweden presented a project aimed to raise awareness about the 

value of biodiversity and ecosystem services, so they could ultimately be integrated into economic 

positions and political considerations. Kirsi Norros from Finland presented a project which showed 

how to engage businesses to support biodiversity, showing them that protecting nature is a business 

opportunity.  

In his presentation, Koen Kruif from IMPEL talked about communication-related challenges in the 

implementation of EU environment legislation and explored possibilities of cooperation between 

Green Spiders and IMPEL.   

While co-organising a Green Week session on communication offered some members a chance to 

get more involved, there was general agreement that the network would have benefitted more from 

a joint planning of the Green Spider meeting itself, which for example could focus on a particular 

communication-related environment topic. The Spiders were invited to identify such relevant topics 

well in advance of the next meeting. 

 


