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WORKING TOGETHER IN NATURA 2000 

 

This newsletter is circulated bimonthly to provide an overview of progress within the Natura 

2000 Biogeographical Process. It contains relevant Natura 2000 developments within each 

of the biogeographical regions, funding information, the latest news items, forthcoming 

networking events and links to other useful resources. 

 

 

A NEW YEAR'S MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD OF THE NATURE UNIT, 

DG ENVIRONMENT, EUROPEAN COMMISSION 

 

I am pleased to say that 2015 was a fruitful year for the Natura 2000 Biogeographical 

Process. As you will have read in previous editions of ‘Working together in Natura 2000’, 

numerous networking events were held, including the launch of the Process in the 

Continental, Pannonian, Steppic and Black Sea regions.  Also, stakeholder involvement in 

the Process continues to grow and it is encouraging to see the support for and enthusiasm 

generated by these activities. As we move into the new year, we warmly welcome your 

ideas for networking events, twinning activities and cooperation projects as a means to 

continue the excellent collaboration through the Process for Natura 2000. I am sure you 

join me in looking forward to an even more exciting 2016, in which we will continue 

together to achieve stronger protection for Europe’s most precious habitats and species. 

  

Nicola Notaro 

Head of the Nature Unit, DG Environment, European Commission 

 

 

 

http://us6.campaign-archive2.com/?u=8747c7102462c3dcf57b00cdc&id=ffe662727c&e=710f8816c2


 

ABOUT THE NATURA 2000 BIOGEOGRAPHICAL PROCESS 

 

The Natura 2000 Biogeographical Process assists Member States and key stakeholders to 

manage Natura 2000 as a coherent ecological network. 

Read more about it » 

 

BIOGEOGRAPHICAL REGION UPDATES 
 

Items marked with an asterisk (*) are part of the Natura 2000 Biogeographical Process. All other 

items are included for information, but they are coordinated by external parties. 

  

ALPINE 

 

*Alpine grassland management workshop 

9–11 December 2015, Laufen, Germany 

Fifty-eight experts and practitioners from 16 European countries gathered to discuss 

matters of common concern in the management and conservation of grasslands in the 

Alpine biogeographical region in the EU and wider. The meeting was organised as a 

follow-up event to the Graz Alpine Seminar (November 2013) in the context of the Natura 

2000 Biogeographical Process. 

 

Its objectives were to provide a platform for the exchange of knowledge and experience 

and to identify challenges, issues and solutions specific to the conservation of grasslands. 

The participants’ experiences and observations confirmed the results of the recently 

published State of Europe’s Nature Report that describes the poor and deteriorating state 

of conservation of grasslands and their characteristic species, especially 

invertebrates. Read more. 

  

*Forest management and Natura 2000: Bridging the gap between science and 

practice 

21–23 June 2016, Padova, Italy 

The University of Padova and the Region of Veneto are hosting the Alpine and Continental 

Forest Management Workshop, organised in close cooperation with ECNC–European 

Centre for Nature Conservation, the European Landowners' Organization (ELO), and the 

Austrian Research Centre for Forests (BFW). The event aims to bridge the gap between 

science and practice for the management of Alpine and Continental forests. The event will 

consist of presentations, facilitated discussions in break-out groups, and field visits. The 

scientific contributions to the workshop will be bundled and published in a special issue of 

the Journal for Nature Conservation. 

For more information, please contact natura2000platform@ecnc.org 

  

 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/faq/index_en.htm#faq_3
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/knowledge_exchange/18_about-the-new-biogeographical-process_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/knowledge_base/134_alpine_region_en.htm
http://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/state-of-nature-in-the-eu
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/events-upcoming/242_alpine_grasslands_workshop_142_results_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/events-upcoming/245_workshop_on_alpine_forest_management_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/events-upcoming/245_workshop_on_alpine_forest_management_en.htm
http://www.ecnc.org/publications/journal-for-nature-conservation/
mailto:natura2000platform@ecnc.org?subject=Alpine%20and%20Continental%20Forest%20Management%20Workshop


ATLANTIC  

 

*Dutch Nitrogen Tour 

23–25 November 2015, Dwingeloo, the Netherlands 

The Dutch integrated approach to nitrogen (or PAS, from the Dutch Programmatische 

Aanpak Stikstof) was the subject of a two-day study tour in the north-east of the 

Netherlands. Forty participants from Belgium, Denmark, Ireland, the Netherlands and the 

UK visited two Natura 2000 sites affected by high levels of nitrogen deposition, and a dairy 

farm applying innovative management measures for emission reduction, as part of the 

Natura 2000 Field Trial Project. The visits were introduced by a series of presentations on 

the policy background, sectoral approaches, and site and farm management measures. 

 

*Management of Natura 2000 sites in estuaries and sea ports 

September or November 2016, Hamburg, Germany 

Stiftung Lebensraum Elbe will organise a two-day event in cooperation with the Behörde 

für Umwelt und Energie. The organisers expect to welcome attendees involved with or 

interested in any topic related to estuaries management such as port authorities, water 

management bodies, coast management bodies, environmental organisations, 

local/regional governments, etc.  Any organisation with ideas, problems and solutions 

regarding estuaries management will be welcome. 

  

BOREAL 

  

Life to ad(d)mire - Final seminar 

3–5 November 2015, Värnamo, Sweden 

With more than 80 participants from 11 European countries, the final seminar of the project 

‘Life to ad(d)mire’ was a great success. The three-day seminar offered a great opportunity 

to present the restoration of more than 3,800 hectares of mires in the south of Sweden. 

Impacts and benefits for biodiversity and climate, together with restoration methods, 

challenges faced and results achieved were discussed in detail in the course of the 

seminar. Three combined site visits helped participants to better understand the 

techniques used and to appreciate the results of the project. Further, a dedicated 

knowledge market took place in one of the visitor centres of the Store Mosse National 

Park. Several wetland restoration projects, from France, Lithuania, Estonia, Sweden and 

Denmark, were presented to the participants; this was a great chance for participants and 

different project managers to directly share their own experiences. 

  

CONTINENTAL, PANNONIAN, BLACK SEA & STEPPIC 

 

River connectivity conference 

22–23 October 2015, Ljubljana, Slovenia 

The River connectivity conference was organised by the University of Ljubljana in the 

scope of the LIFE project ‘Ljubljanica connects’. The project objectives are to reduce the 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/knowledge_base/143_atlantic_region_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/events-upcoming/241_dutch_nitrogen_tour_results_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/events-upcoming/201_management_of_natura_2000_sites_in_estuaries_and_sea_ports_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/knowledge_base/142_boreal_region_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/events-upcoming/life_to_ad%28d%29mire_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/events-upcoming/life_to_ad%28d%29mire_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/knowledge_base/141_continental_region_en.htm
http://ksh.fgg.uni-lj.si/ljubljanicaconnects/ANG/13_conference/default.htm


negative impacts of water obstacles and improve habitat connectivity of the Ljubljanica 

River for targeted fish species (Danube Salmon, Danube Roach, Striped Chub). The 

improvement is followed by ecohydrological and fish monitoring. A low-cost, online camera 

system to monitor the fish pass has been developed and has been in operation for the last 

few months. 

 

The conference covered the topics of establishing river connectivity, enabling fish 

migration and restoration of degraded river corridors. Experts with case studies or projects 

with similar topics were invited to present their cases or to prepare posters. 

 

*Follow-up event of the Natura 2000 seminar for the Pannonian, Black Sea and 

Steppic regions 

4–6 November 2015, Arad, Romania 

Following the announcement made during the Kick-off Seminar for the Continental, 

Pannonian, Steppic and Black Sea biogeographical regions, held in Luxembourg in June 

2015, more than 40 experts from Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Hungary, Romania and 

Slovakia met in Arad, Romania, to discuss management of Natura 2000 habitats in these 

biogeographical regions. The event was organised in the framework of the Natura 2000 

seminar process in order to extend the results of the Luxembourg seminar. It was 

organised by the Romanian Ministry for Environment and Waters with support from the 

European Commission, CEEweb and ECNC. 

 

The aim of the event was to contribute to the building of a road map and elaborating main 

issues, challenges and their solutions in relation to Natura 2000 management in the three 

biogeographical regions. 

  

MACARONESIAN 

 

*Macaronesian Kick-off Seminar 

Spain and Portugal are preparing a first Seminar for the Macaronesian Natura 2000 

Biogeographical Process to take place in the first half of 2016 (date to be confirmed). This 

seminar will be the kick-off meeting for the Natura 2000 Biogeographical Process in this 

region, involving Spain and Portugal and focusing on the global coherence of the Natura 

2000 network (including its marine components) in the Macaronesian region. 

  

MEDITERRANEAN 

 

*Workshop on Mediterranean forest management and Natura 2000 

9–11 May 2016 (t.b.c.), Parc naturel régional du Luberon, France 

This two-day workshop will address current issues in Mediterranean forest management. It 

will in particular focus on integrated management approaches, benefiting both forestry and 

nature conservation. The challenges and opportunities of planning and promoting 

ecological connectivity and old growth core areas are some of the approaches that will be 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/events-upcoming/231_pan_bls_ste_seminar_follow-up_event_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/knowledge_base/153_macaronesian_region_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/events-upcoming/198_macaronesian_kick-off_seminar_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/knowledge_base/135_mediterranean_region_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/events-upcoming/255_workshop_on_ecological_connectivity_in_mediterranean_forests_en.htm


 

illustrated during the field visits and discussed during the interactive sessions. Examples of 

integrated forest management from across the Mediterranean will be presented at the 

knowledge market and discussed, allowing the participants to increase their knowledge 

about the state of the art in integrated Mediterranean forest management. The workshop 

will be of particular interest to local and regional practitioners from the forestry and nature 

conservation fields in the Mediterranean region. 

People interested in participating and / or presenting a case are encouraged to 

contactnatura2000platform@ecnc.org at their earliest convenience. 

  

CROSS-CUTTING 

 

*Natura 2000 Monitoring workshop: Integrating conservation management and 

monitoring 

19–21 October 2015, Barcelona, Spain 

As part of the Natura 2000 Biogeographical Process, Eurosite (a member of the 

contractor's team led by ECNC) organised this three-day workshop, with the support of 

Xarxa de Custòdia del Territori –xct (Land Stewardship Network) and Clive Hurford 

(Natural Resources Wales). During the first two days, more than 50 people from many 

different nature conservation organisations, local authorities and other land trusts from all 

around Europe addressed three main topics regarding conservation management and 

monitoring of Natura 2000 sites: the roles of new technologies in informing site 

management, species monitoring projects, and habitat monitoring projects. 

 

INTERREG Europe networking and partner search event 

22–23 March 2016, Rotterdam, the Netherlands 

INTERREG Europe will welcome around 650 people from all over Europe at the second 

edition of the partner search / networking event. Various workshops will be offered to those 

who have project ideas and have questions or need assistance in preparing applications 

for the second call for proposals. The plenary session of the event will be web streamed. 

An event website with a detailed programme and registration form will be launched at the 

end of January. 

 

European workshop on control and eradication of invasive alien plant species 

19–21 April 2016 (including field programme), Budapest, Hungary 

The goal of the workshop is to collect, exchange and discuss working experiences from 

different countries in order to foster capitalisation of lessons learned and to support active 

IAS management in nature conservation. The workshop aims to be an interactive meeting 

and to serve as a vivid platform that encourages exchange of opinions amongst 

professionals from different countries and sectors. The event will also contribute to the 

Natura 2000 Biogeographical Process. 

The deadline for registration with presentations is 20 January 2016. 
 

 

mailto:natura2000platform@ecnc.org?subject=Workshop%20on%20Mediterranean%20forest%20management%20and%20Natura%202000
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/events-upcoming/217_natura_2000_monitoring_workshop_en.htm
http://www.interregeurope.eu/news-and-events/event/83/save-the-date/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/events-upcoming/244_control_of_ias_workshop_en.htm


 

NETWORKING EVENTS 

 

News of all networking events can be found on the Natura 2000 Platform's Events 

Calendar - check regularly for details. 

 

NATURA 2000 FUNDING NEWS 

 

A page on funding opportunities for the Natura 2000 Biogeographical Process has been 

included on the Natura 2000 Platform. Each issue of this newsletter highlights some recent 

funding news. 

 

INTERREG   

 

The Platform provides a gateway to all the following INTERREG funding websites. 

 The INTERREG BalkanMed programme has opened its first call for project 

proposals. Applicants are invited to submit their project proposals targeting one of 

the Specific Objectives of the Programme between 16 December 2015 and 15 April 

2016. 

Among other actions, the Programme supports development and implementation of 

joint action plans and strategies to promote sustainable management of protected 

areas (cultural and environmental), including Natura 2000 sites. 

The Programme accepts applications under two Priority Axes: 

o    Priority Axis 1: Entrepreneurship and Innovation 

o    Priority Axis 2: Environment 

The deadline for applications is 15 April 2016! 

  

 On the website of INTERREG Europe you can register to join the community and 

then look for partners, submit or follow project ideas with a view to submitting joint 

proposals. 

Interesting project ideas under the ‘Environment and resource efficiency’ strand 

requiring further partners have been shared on this platform, including: 

Conservation Natura Management, which enables true innovation of Natura 2000 

management through setting Conservation Objectives in clear-cut methodologies 

(lead Greece); BRICKS – Natura 2000 Bridging Country Borders, focusing on 

effective management of small-area sites (lead: Czech Republic); Game 

management in the EU's rural and mountain areas (lead: Spain); Biotic and abiotic 

risks in a context of global change in Mediterranean forest: analysis, 

comparison(lead: Spain); From biodiversity data to decision: Improving the 

informed decision processes in conservation region (lead: Spain); Innovative 

Models for Protected Areas (lead: Spain); BEE4US WE4BEE to exchange 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/knowledge_base/195_natura_2000_funding_opportunities_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/knowledge_base/195_natura_2000_funding_opportunities_en.htm#INTERREG
http://www.interreg.gr/en/news/multilateral-cooperation-programmes/balkan-mediterranean/844-balkanmed-the-1st-call-for-project-proposals-is-now-open.html
http://www.interregeurope.eu/


 

practices and possible solutions between regions across Europe to create a better 

environment for bees and other pollinators (lead: Poland). 

 

 

OTHER NATURA 2000 NEWS 

  

Conference report: ‘How can we make the Water Framework Directive and the Birds and 

Habitats Directives work together?’ available online 

 

The full report for the conference, held on 7 October 2015 at the Alfa Art Hotel in 

Budapest, Hungary, is now available online.   

  

Butterfly monitoring in Europe: appeal for help 

 

Butterfly Conservation Europe is looking to expand the network of butterfly monitoring 

across Europe, especially into countries which currently do not have existing schemes. 

Currently around 22 countries have schemes, but we are looking to develop schemes in 

Austria, Italy, Portugal, Slovakia, Hungary, Poland, Bulgaria, Croatia, Greece, Cyprus, 

Malta, Denmark, and Latvia. The results will help develop representative trends across 

Europe and a suite of indicators to help monitor biodiversity. Further information can be 

found here. 

If you are interested in helping our effort to monitor this important indicator group, please 

contact Sue Collins: sue.collins@bc-europe.eu 

  

LIFE project publishes Natura 2000 network Handbook for journalists 

 

LIFE project ‘Activa Red Natura 2000: Connecting people with biodiversity’ has released its 

new publication Natura 2000 Network Handbook for journalists in digital form, in Spanish 

and English versions. 

The handbook contains useful information on the Natura 2000 network, and an 

assessment of the weaknesses and strengths that hinder or foster communications 

concerning the network of European protected areas. 

Read more and download the handbook here. 

  

LIFE Project Database accessible through the Platform 

 

In an effort to further link and integrate the LIFE Project Database and the Natura 2000 

Communication Platform, the search page of the LIFE Database has been made 

accessible directly from the Platform. This is a first step in a line of developments that will 

be put in place in the coming period to strengthen the symbiosis between both instruments 

and to facilitate the mutually beneficial cooperation. 

You can access the search page on the Platform here. 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/events-upcoming/224_natura2000_and_wfd_en.htm
http://www.bc-europe.eu/index.php?id=339
mailto:sue.collins@bc-europe.eu?subject=Butterfly%20monitoring%20in%20Europe
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/news/newsarchive2015/november/index.htm?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter#rednatura
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/life/index_en.htm


 

 

RESOURCES 

 

Relevant publications and links to tools in support of habitat management continue to be 

added to the Natura 2000 Platform, including: 

 

The most recent upload includes documents about conservation and management of 

Alpine grasslands habitats and species (some documents are available only in languages 

used in the Alpine region: German and French). 

 

Brochure: Landcare Associations in Germany - Bridging the gap between Man and 

Nature. The document is available in both English and German. 

 

Overview paper: Effects of ecological compensation areas on species diversity in the 

Swiss grassland. Forty per cent of Switzerland is comprised of agricultural grassland. Due 

to this large area and the strong effect of management intensity on biodiversity, grassland 

management is crucial for species richness of the entire country. Read the full paper here. 

 

A paper on practical recommendations for preserving the diversity of insects and 

wet meadows with rotational fallows of reed. Available in French and German only. 

 

A brochure with extensive information about the Bavarian contractual nature 

conservation programme. Available in German only. 

 

 

 

Get involved! 

We really value your news, feedback and inputs! Please 

share updates with us about your Natura 2000 activities, 

past, present and future - for example, you can tell us about 

your LIFE, INTERREG or other funded projects, recent Natura 

2000 publications and other news by 

emailingnatura2000platform@ecnc.org. We'll be happy to share 

your Natura 2000 news with colleagues around Europe so 

that they can benefit from your experience. 

Do not hesitate to distribute this newsletter among your 

colleagues and networks. 
 

 

 

Copyright © 2014 ECNC-European Centre for Nature Conservation. All rights reserved. 
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mailto:natura2000platform@ecnc.org?subject=Natura%202000%20newsletter


 

 
Our mailing address is: 

ECNC-European Centre for Nature Conservation 

PO Box 90154 

5000 LG Tilburg 

The Netherlands 

 

 

 

Did someone else forward you this newsletter? Subscribe to our mailing list to receive every issue. 

Click here to update your subscription preferences. 

If you no longer wish to receive the latest Natura 2000 news you can unsubscribe from this list.     

 

 

Disclaimer 

This newsletter is financially supported by the European Commission. ECNC is solely responsible for the 

content. Content does not represent the opinion of the European Commission, nor is the European Commission 

responsible for any use that might be made of information appearing herein. 
 

 

http://ecnc.us6.list-manage1.com/subscribe?u=8747c7102462c3dcf57b00cdc&id=ecd6f78e60
http://ecnc.us6.list-manage.com/profile?u=8747c7102462c3dcf57b00cdc&id=ecd6f78e60&e=710f8816c2
http://ecnc.us6.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=8747c7102462c3dcf57b00cdc&id=ecd6f78e60&e=710f8816c2&c=ffe662727c

