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Welcome to the December 2018 bumper edition of the Natura 2000 Biogeographical Process
Newsletter! 
  
We have been very busy with three seminars which were all held within a time span of just two
months: for Macaronesia in Madeira in September; for the Continental, Pannonian, Steppic and
Black Sea regions in Strasbourg in October; and for the five marine regions in Mallorca in
November. 
  
Over the past few months we have also supported and helped organise various networking
events on di�erent habitat types and conservation topics. We are pleased to introduce our
forthcoming networking programme for 2019. 
  
In addition, we feature the LIFE Luchs project that is reintroducing the lynx to the Palatinate
Forest Biosphere Reserve in Germany, which we visited recently. 
  
This issue includes a portrait of François Kremer, who initiated the Biogeographical Process and
will be retiring at the beginning of next year. We greatly appreciate all he has done to promote
and enhance the Natura 2000 network while he has been in o�ice at the European Commission. 
  
If you have any questions, comments or remarks about the content of this Newsletter, please do
contact us at natura2000platform@wur.nl 
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The three Natura 2000 biogeographical seminars involved a lot of preparations with nearly 300
participants, including: formal meetings with the Steering Committees; consulting stakeholders;
preparing agendas and background documents for the seminars; setting up the Knowledge
Markets; arranging speakers and chairs for the sessions; and assisting the host organisations in
arranging the conference facilities and field excursions. We have received positive feedback from
the participants, with particular satisfaction for the high level of presentations and facilitation,
field trips, and opportunities for exchange of information as well as for organisation and meeting
facilities. The feedback also usefully pointed up areas where we can make improvements for
future seminars. 
  
First Natura 2000 seminar for the Macaronesian region (24th-27th September 2018, Funchal,
Portugal) 



  
The Spanish Ministry for the Ecological Transition (MITECO) and the Governo Regional da Madeira
jointly organised the first Natura 2000 seminar for the Macaronesian biogeographical region. It
was attended by almost 70 participants from the Azores, Canary Islands and Madeira as well as
the Iberian Peninsula and the European Commission. 
  
Tragsatec, a Spanish public body, was in charge of the organisation of this event with the
Madeiran regional government, while our Consortium team organised the Knowledge Market.
The Knowledge Market was o�icially opened by Paulo Oliveira (Member of the Board of Directors,
IFCN Madeira), with 19 participants exhibiting their project or activities from the various islands,
many of which were supported by the LIFE programme. It was well-attended, and local cakes and
wine were generously o�ered by local wine companies

Picture 1: Participants of the Macaronesian seminar visit the Knowledge Market and enjoy some local wine and
cakes

Discussions at the seminar focused very much on sharing information on conservation of those
habitats and species (both terrestrial and, to some extent, marine) which both countries have in
common. The seminar report is currently being finalised. The Consortium is ready to provide
support for formulating the actions ensuing from the seminar, as well as the preparation of the
roadmap resulting from the Macaronesian seminar.

Second Natura 2000 seminar for the Continental, Pannonian, Steppic and the Black Sea
regions (16 – 18 October 2018, Strasbourg, France)  
  
The second Natura 2000 seminar for the Continental, Pannonian, Steppic and Black Sea
biogeographical regions was hosted by the Région Grand Est, with a total of 131 registered
participants. 
  
The Vosges du Nord Regional Nature Park organised the site excursions for the seminar. One
excursion focused on forest management, financing systems in relation to N2000, as well as the
LIFE Luchs project (see below). Another excursion investigated river restoration measures and



water quality aspects. A third excursion focused on grasslands and agricultural habitats, typology
of habitats, and agri-environmental measures.

Picture 2: Opening of the Continental Seminar by Mr Humberto Delgado Rosa, Director Natural Capital of DG
Environment, Mrs Christèle Willer, Vice-President of the Region Grand Est and Simone Saillant, Deputy Director
Water and biodiversity, Ministry for the ecological transition (le�) and Michael Weber, President of the Regional
Nature Park of the Northern Vosges (right)

Di�erent themes were discussed in 4 working groups. Theme 1 dealt with the issue of linking site-
level objectives, regional/national-level objectives and favourable reference values,
recommended the development of a guide of best practices based on an exchange of experiences
in di�erent countries. Network events or development of joint projects could be very e�ective to
achieve this. 
  
With regard to theme 2, the participants concluded that it would be good to harmonise further
the habitats descriptions. This could be done through international meetings where descriptions
are compared and expanded, also with details on environmental conditions or specific regional
di�erences in plant communities. However, changing the definition of habitats should be
avoided, due to the dire consequences this may have. 
  
Thematic session 3 dealt with increasing the involvement of local land managers through
integrated site management. Several recommendations were formulated for follow-up actions.
Most prominent was to involve land owners and land users in the preparation of management
plans. In addition, capacity building about Natura 2000 in curricula for higher education would be
important. 
  
Thematic session 4 looked at the development of conservation priorities and measures. A
number of criteria were identified for conservation priorities and discussion centred on how to
incorporate them in an algorithm. It was also considered important to learn the priorities of
neighbouring Member States because if these are not known, it will limit their engagement at
biogeographical level. There was a strong emphasis on highlighting flagship species for a number
of reasons including attractiveness, communication (to stakeholders and public) and
mobilisation of funding. 
  
The seminar resulted in many useful suggestions for actions by Member States, which will be
elaborated further in the roadmap, which is currently being finalised and should be available
online soon. Meanwhile, the programme, participant list, background materials and
presentations can be found here.

Second Natura 2000 seminar for the five marine biogeographical regions (13 – 15 November

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/continental_pannonian_steppic_and_black_sea_regions_seminar_en.htm


2018, Palma de Mallorca, Spain) 
  
Preparations for this seminar started a�er the annual meeting of the Marine Expert Group in late
2017. The Seminar was jointly hosted in Mallorca by the Fundacion Biodiversidad of the Spanish
Ministry for the Ecological Transition, and the Government of the Balearic Islands. It was held in
conjunction with a Conference on Marine Protected Areas and Small Scale Fisheries organised by
MedPAN. Thus, there was a joint opening plenary session, and exchange of participants and
speakers between the meetings. A total of 94 registered participants attended the Marine
Seminar.

Picture 3, Le�: Fotios Popoulias (DG Environment) addresses the Joint Opening Plenary. 
Picture 4, Right: the Marine Seminar featured several thematic work groups covering regions, habitats and
species.

The field excursion was a visit to the Cabrera Archipelago Maritime-Terrestrial National Park,
where we met local wardens and marine experts who told us about the historical land use and
current protection and monitoring measures. We saw extensive beds of Posidonia (with
demarcated mooring stations to prevent damage from anchors), a lovely blue-watered sea cave
and various seabirds such as European shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis and both species of
shearwaters Pu�inus mauretanicus and Pu�inus yelkouan. In the a�ernoon, we visited the
impressive Cabrera Visitor Centre and Aquarium in Colònia San Jordi, where Prof. Callum Roberts
(York University, UK), gave a thought-provoking presentation on the management and restoration
of marine habitats and ecosystem services. 
  
We are now finalising the seminar report, and a dra� roadmap will be prepared for discussion by
the MEG in February. Meanwhile, the programme, participant list, background materials and
presentations can be found here.

2019 Seminars

The next two seminars, planned for late spring and autumn 2019, will focus on the
Atlantic and Boreal biogeographical regions.. More news will follow in the next
Newsletter and Twitter, 
Top 
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LIFE Luchs: the LIFE Lynx reintroduction project in the Palatinate Forest 
  
One of the many interesting projects presented at the Continental seminar field visit was the LIFE
Luchs which aims to reintroduce Eurasian lynx Lynx lynx carpathica in the Palatinate Forest
Biosphere Reserve. 
  
The main aim of the project is to re-establish a lynx population in the Palatinate Forest, the
transboundary biosphere reserve of Pfälzerwald  - Vosges du Nord that lies between France and
Germany. This will be achieved by releasing a total of 20 lynx, 10 coming from Switzerland and 10
from Slovakia. The first three lynx were released in 2016 and the first o�spring were born in the
area in 2017.  

Picture 5: A lynx is released in the Palatinate Forest Biosphere Reserve (Photo: © Martin Greve, Sti�ung Natur und
Umwelt Rheinland-Pfalz)

As the lynx released in Germany can easily cross across the border to France the project also
increases cooperation between a broad range of German and French stakeholders (hunters,
shepherds and other livestock farmers, authorities, foresters, nature conservation associations,
farmers and landowners). One of the main actions was to establish a "lynx parliament" with the
stakeholders. This kind of project advisory board makes it possible to give first hand information
and monitoring results from the reintroduction project directly to the di�erent stakeholders and



to find common solutions for questions or potential problems. Additionally there was a wide
range of activities implemented in the project to foster communication: info events, communal
festivals, on-site-discussions, visits of regulars’ tables, provided educational material and training
of multiplicators. The goal is to increase the acceptance of the lynx by di�erent groups.  One of
the key lessons of the project highlighted during the continental seminar was that transparency
of information is essential to build up trust. 
  
For further information about this project, please visit: 
https://snu.rlp.de/de/projekte/luchs/francais-i-english/english/ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r1Ia3Q2UKDc 
Top   

Findings of: Exploring Landscape Boundaries and Natura 2000 – Cross-cutting theme for all
biogeographical regions (6 – 7 September 2018, Mende, France)  
  
The relationships and management of transboundary Natura 2000 sites was discussed as part of
sessions within the Permanent European Conference for the Study of the Rural Landscape
(PECSRL). In the sessions, ideas were exchanged on the experience gathered by Natura 2000
practitioners and decision makers, on transboundary management, and on the benefits that can
be derived from enhanced transboundary cooperation. Presentations from keynote speakers
highlighted each theme. 
  
Romain Sordello (Unité Mixte de Service Patrimoine naturel (UMS PatriNat), FR) presented the
French ‘Trame verte et bleue’, green and blue infrastructure, which was launched in 2007. Marina
Škunca (Geonatura, HR) showed how in Croatia Natura 2000 policy had been integrated in other
policies. Finally, Theo van der Sluis from the Consortium team (WENR/BGP, NL) presented
transboundary conservation of species and habitats, and potential contribution to ecosystem
services. 
  
An interesting discussion developed, with particular input from social scientists involved in the
IPBES process, that Natura 2000 is very much ‘biodiversity’ and species driven. Very little
consideration seems to be paid to heritage, culture, social sciences, governance aspects, the
‘science-policy’ interface. The Natura 2000 Biogeographical Process could benefit from
experiences from IPBES, where the science-policy interface involves multiple actors, sectors,
science disciplines, and such knowledge could be discussed in a future network event.

https://snu.rlp.de/de/projekte/luchs/francais-i-english/english/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r1Ia3Q2UKDc


Picture 6: Romain Sordello presenting the French ecological network (Trame verte et bleue) in Mende

There was also discussion on ecosystem services and the scale of implementation at national-
regional-local levels. Although the planning of the network may require a top-down approach as
in France, the implementation, and possibly the integration of ecosystem services, should be very
much bottom-up. Here NGOs can also have important roles. 
  
To read the full report of this networking event please follow this link.

Findings of: HELCOM MPA / EU Biogeographical workshops – Marine Baltic region (12
September 2018, Husby Säteri, Sweden) 
  
A workshop was organised by the Natura 2000 Biogeographical Process team (Sophie Ouzet of DG
Environment and Tom Haynes of NatureBureau) on 13 September. This network event was held
immediately a�er a three-day workshop hosted by HELCOM that aimed to initiate closer
cooperation between Marine Protected Area managers in the HELCOM region. 
  
The Biogeographical Process workshop set three questions to discuss relating to marine Natura
2000 sites: what is important to consider when defining favourable reference values, what is
important to consider for achieving conservation objectives and what is important to consider
when implementing conservation measures? 
  
The group concluded that a clear understanding of the definition of ‘conservation objective’
needs to be shared before actual objectives can be created. In addition, taking a holistic
approach was identified as an imperative when setting such objectives. In this respect, both
species and habitats should be taken into account to ensure that objectives are fit for purpose.
Likewise, a multi-stakeholder management approach is also required when setting objectives. 
  
As a direct result of the recommendations made by the managers at the workshops, a proposal
for the establishment of a regional MPA manager’s network under the auspice of HELCOM was
elaborated. At their meeting on the 5-6 December, HELCOM Heads of Delegation (HOD) in



principle supported the proposal, which is a positive step towards increased cooperation and
knowledge exchange on MPA management across borders in the region. As a next step, in
accordance with HELCOM standard procedures, Terms of Reference will be dra�ed for
consideration by the HELCOM State and Conservation 10-2019 (in May) and HELCOM HOD 56-2019
(in June). Should the considerations be favorable the formalized network could be established as
early as autumn 2019.

Networking programme for 2019 
  
As earlier this year, we shall invite proposals for networking events to be held in 2019 with
support from the Biogeographical Process project. Networking events address conservation and
management issues related to habitat types, species and management themes of the Natura
2000 network. These events can be proposed, hosted and organised by a Member State, a Natura
2000 management body, Natura 2000 landowners, a scientific institute or any other organisation
involved in the management of Natura 2000. In some cases the networking event may be held
back to back with another event or workshop dealing with a relevant topic for Natura 2000 or it
may include also a visit of sites, to study best practices for management of habitats and species. 
  
There are three types of support for events: 
-    The BGP promotes the event, through the website, twitter or the Newsletter 
-    The BGP provides advice on preparation of the event (agenda, papers, speakers) in addition to
promoting the event 
-    The BGP is co-organiser, whereby we may chair or facilitate (some) sessions of the event and
we may contribute financially. Such funding may involve travel costs and speakers, or costs for a
venue. Participant organisations pay for their own costs. 
  
Typically, a networking event may involve anything between 20 and 40 participants from
di�erent Member States: professionals involved in management of Natura 2000, in policy
implementation, monitoring, reporting or research.  Together, these stakeholders will exchange
experiences and develop joint action on a theme that has been identified as being of shared
interest and a common priority for the Biogeographical Process (in a steering committee,
seminar, or other networking event). This topic is either relevant for a specific biogeographical
region, or cross-cutting, involving more biogeographical regions. 
  
Please share your projects with us as soon as possible and in any case look out for the invitation
that will be sent out in early 2019, and we would be interested in knowing more about your
projects by the end of March 2019 at the latest. 
 

Upcoming networking events  
  
In 2019, biogeographical seminars for the Boreal and Atlantic regions will be held. In
addition, the following events will be held during the coming months, and updates can
be found on our website, or by following our Twitter account.

25 – 26 January: POCTEFA Ecogyp seminar on "Livestock farming and
scavenger birds.” The event will be hosted by Hazi Foundation (www.hazi.eus),
a public body for the Basque Regional Government. Vultures have been
blamed for livestock predation, and sanitary regulations prevent farmers from



simply abandoning carcasses in the field.  
20 – 21 February: POCTEFA Ecogyp seminar on "Poisoning and other sources
of mortality" LPO/BirdLife France and Government of Aragón,
in Aragón. contact@ecogyp.org
26-27 March: “Landscape-scale Conservation of Semi-natural Grasslands -
Common challenges for the Nordic countries" (Boreal region, Sweden) 
The Host is Stockholm University:
https://www.natgeo.su.se/english/biogeography-and-geomatics-unit 
In this workshop the management and restoration of semi-natural Natura2000
grasslands will be discussed with regard to Rural Development Programme
and the Common Agricultural Policy.
9 – 11 April: Eurosite Natura 2000 Monitoring Workshop: "The roles of remote
sensing, new technologies and citizen science in Natura 2000 monitoring."
Doñana, Spain. https://www.eurosite.org/eurosite-highlights/save-the-date-4th-
natura-2000-monitoring-workshop/

29th May-1 June: the 16th Eurasian Grassland Conference: Species rich
grasslands in Central Europe – a treasure without value? organized by the
EDGG in Graz, Austria, and Maribor, Slovenia. http://www.edgg.org

Top  

François Kremer, Policy Coordinator at the Nature Unit of
DG Environment, initiated the Natura 2000
Biogeographical Process in 2011. He reflects on the
outcomes to date as he prepares for retirement from the
European Commission a�er a long career there. 
 
What motivated you to start the current Biogeographical
Process? 

  There were several reasons for wanting to get the Natura 2000 Biogeographical Process up and
running, following an earlier series of seminars that focused exclusively on site designation.
Primarily, I saw the very positive results from my previous work in DG AGRI during the late 1980s
and ‘90s, when we set up a network of experts from member states on forest health monitoring.
The network helped developing a community spirit and adopting and implementing common
monitoring methods. I thought a similar community of those involved with Natura 2000 would
also be beneficial for development and management of this network. 
  
Moreover, Natura 2000 is not just a national-based system but also has an important
biogeographical aspect that adds significant value to its role in European nature conservation.

mailto:contact@ecogyp.org
https://www.natgeo.su.se/english/biogeography-and-geomatics-unit
https://www.eurosite.org/eurosite-highlights/save-the-date-4th-natura-2000-monitoring-workshop/
http://www.edgg.org/


There was therefore an opportunity to promote synergies across Member States, formulate
coherent approaches to setting conservation objectives and devising conservation measures, and
adopt a biogeographical perspective for addressing national problems that reach across national
boundaries. 
  
What do you see as the major achievements of the process since it began?  
 
A number of achievements come to mind. There is a growing awareness of the need for and
advantages of enhanced cooperation across the network. Of course, Member States do their legal
duty in designating and protecting sites, but they can also learn from each other on practical
management and monitoring issues. To these ends, Member States increasingly realise the value
of working together at cross-border and regional levels. 
  
Another recent and interesting trend has been the increasing involvement of stakeholders such
as land owners, NGOs and devolved authorities, some of whom have even hosted seminars and
networking events. This brings discussions and sharing experience closer to the level where
actual management of Natura 2000 takes place. 
  
The rounds of Natura 2000 seminars and networking events have already allowed to boost the
cooperation and networking activities between multiple actors involved in Natura 2000
management throughout all fourteen biogeographical regions: participants very much
appreciate meeting each other, developing new contacts and maintaining them for subsequent
cooperation. 
  
What do you think will be the key challenges for the Biogeographical Process community to
address in the coming years?  
 
As in any process, maintaining momentum, which in turn depends on the involvement and
support of people, is a key issue. The Natura 2000 Biogeographical Process needs to continually
o�er benefits for its participants. It needs to be maintained and fuelled by the Member States'
competent authorities, the European Commission and non-governmental organisations who all
share the ownership of the process. It would also be good to rally stakeholders from more and
more sectors to the process: to mention just a few, infrastructure, agriculture and water
management are branches with which mutual information and cooperation must still be further
enhanced. Working together with them would facilitate finding integrated solutions to nature
conservation challenges, this not only, but particularly, within Natura 2000 sites. 
  
What is your favourite Natura 2000 site and why?  
 
Well, that is a hard question to answer with almost 28,000 sites to choose from! But I can mention
those where I spend much of my spare time. In France that would be those in the Alpes de Haute
Provence area (for example the Plateau de Valensole [FR9312012]). Nearer to Brussels, I like to
visit the Dijle river valley [BE2400011] and sites in Zeeland, along the Dutch coast. 
  
You are retiring now. What are you going to do, and will you still have any involvement in
Natura 2000?  
 
Yes, I will o�icially retire in early 2019. A�er that I will have no further professional involvement in
Natura 2000. Of course, I will continue to engage with sites as a private citizen, and appreciate



their ecosystem benefits, not least the recreational ones! 
Top  

We are currently preparing factsheets on the Biogeographical Process, including links with
funding opportunities from the LIFE programme. Once these sheets are ready we will post them
on the website. The website itself is in the final stages of revision. The information has been
updated, redundant pages have been removed and access to information should be much
simpler.

Call for participation in Climate Change Questionnaire 
 
NaturAdapt is a LIFE project that aims at developing a protected area management tool for
climate change adaptation that is based on a collective learning process in Europe. Réserves
Naturelles de France, Europarc and eight other partners have come together in this LIFE Climate
Action project to transform this challenge into an opportunity to innovate. Natura 2000
managers' insights are important to us!  Could you please share your opinion/experience on the
issue with us and take the short online survey by 11 January 2019. It is very simple and quick,
about 10 minutes to complete. The links are as follows 
  
English:       https://www.surveylegend.com/s/14xv  
French:        https://www.surveylegend.com/s/14rv  
Spanish:      https://www.surveylegend.com/s/1553  
Italian:          https://www.surveylegend.com/s/1559  
German:      https://www.surveylegend.com/s/155j  
Czech:         https://www.surveylegend.com/s/1564  
  
If you wish to know more about the project, please visit the Europarc website

Follow the BGP on Twitter 
  
Since we launched our Biogeographical Process Twitter account in April the number of followers
has been gradually increasing. We use it to promote seminars and networking events, as well as
posting interesting findings from related projects (such as LIFE+ projects or the work of
organisations working towards Natura 2000 objectives). We also upload pictures and daily blogs
from Biogeographical Process meetings and field excursions. So, stay up to date and follow us on
Twitter: https://twitter.com/BioGeoProcess! 
Top
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Disclaimer:
This newsletter is financially supported by the European Commission. The Natura 2000 Biographical
Process Consortium is solely responsible for the content. Content does not represent the opinion of the
European Commission, nor is the European Commission responsible for any use that might be made of
information appearing herein.
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