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Exclusive Economic Zone           427,600 km2  
Agreed Continental Shelf           714,100 km2  
Extended Continental Shelf claim    184,300 km2  



National Conservation Objective Setting Programme 

 Undertake baseline surveys and 
set site-specific conservation 
objectives  

 

 Underpin spatial planning 
decisions and the appropriate 
assessment process in particular 

 

 Process should be clearly and 
consistently applied  between 
sites and be scientifically 
informed 

 



Science Programme 

 3 – 4 years 

 

 Over 100 marine Natura 2000 sites, 8310 intertidal faunal cores, 1662 
faunal dig overs, 326 strandlines samples, 1118 subtidal grabs and 236 
subtidal dredges, 2661 Zostera/maerl dive transects, 1690 reef camera 
drops. 

 

 34 SPAs, 204  shorebird surveys 

 

 Exisiting marine mammal data 

 

 €2 million + 

 

 



Habitats Favourable Unfavourable – 
Inadequate 

Unfavourable – 
Bad 

Unknown 

Range Stable or 
increasing 

> 1% loss 

Area Stable or 
increasing 

 

> 1% loss 

 

Structure & 
Function 

Good > 25% of the 
area 

Future 
Prospects 

Overall 
Assessment 

Habitat Management Framework 



Habitat Management Framework 

 

 Specific percentage thresholds of change in extent or quality of near 
shore marine habitats cannot be scientifically supported at this time.  

 

 If necessary to support spatial management, such thresholds will be 
based on expert opinion, pragmatism, etc. rather than science. 

 

 Prioritise protection of conservation units considered of high 
conservation value.  

 

 Thereafter, efforts to protect biological diversity should focus at broad 
levels.  

 

 A critical review of the existing Article 17 reporting framework, taking 
account of important differences between marine and terrestrial 
habitats, should take place at the level of European seas rather than 
within a single Member State. 

 



Annex I Marine Habitats 





Fisheries Assessment 



Annex II Marine Mammals 

 





Aquaculture Assessment 



Management Issues 

 

 



Management Issues 

 

 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION 1 

 
Clarification as to how individual Member States set favourable reference populations and 

develop management measures for these highly mobile transnational species 
 

M Cronin, UCC 



Management Issues 

 

 Specific percentage thresholds of change in extent or quality of near shore 
marine habitats cannot be scientifically supported at this time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 In a coherent network, how do regulators make decisions in relation to marine 
developments that conform with Natura directives? 

 

 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 3 
 

Develop a framework for consistent approaches to site management 

RECOMMENDATION 2 
 

Critical review of the Article 17 framework for marine habitats 



Merci 


