
Natura 2000 Seminars – Continental 
   1 

 May, 2015 

Expert input sheet 
 

Conservation and management of Continental Grassland in German 

 

Contributor 

Werner Ackermann 

 

Habitat(s): 

6440 - Alluvial meadows of river valleys of the Cnidion dubii    

 

Biogeographical region: 

Continental 

 

Member state: 

Germany  

 

Region(s) (if applicable): 

- 

 

Issues and pressures 

In most cases alluvial meadows are threatened by modifications of cultivation practices (A02). Especially 

intensification along with increased fertilization and mowing frequency are the reasons, why the 

characteristic species disappear.  

 

Also important are human induced changes in hydraulic conditions (J02). The habitat is adapted to 

regular flooding in springtime lasting from one up to four months. Therefore the construction of dykes 

leads to a loss of this specialized habitat in the long term. 

 

Conservation requirements 

The key issues are an extensive grassland management and regular flooding in springtime. 

 

Conservation management 

Depending on the nutrient level of the habitat mowing should take place once or twice a year. The date 

of the first mowing must be flexible and oriented on flooding periods and weather; in most cases it 

should take place in the end of May or the beginning of June. There should be a period of 10 weeks until 

the second mowing, so that the seeds of the key species can fully ripe.  

 

As an alternative the meadows can be used as pastures for cattle, sheep, and/or goats. The grazing 

should start in June and last until about 80 % of the biomass is grazed. This shouldn’t take more than four 

weeks - otherwise the stocking density should be increased. 

Especially on nutrient rich sites a combination of grazing and mowing can be appropriate.  

 

If there are any remainders of habitat specific species in intensive grasslands, such as Cnidium dubium, 

Iris sibirica, Allium angulosum, Gratiola officinalis, Inula britannica, Lathyrus palustris, Scutellaria 
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hastifolia, Viola elatior, Viola pumila, Viola persicifolia an impoverishment of soils can be useful. For this 

purpose three mowings per year can be executed: a first mowing before the tall grasses get their ears (e. 

g. mid of May), a second not before eight weeks later, and a third not before six weeks after the second 

mowing but not later than early in September. 

 

Renaturalization of the habitat type can be enhanced by transferring grass cuttings from a species rich 

site nearby and applying the cuttings onto species poor sites. If the trophic level of the soils is too high 

for the habitat type and the characteristic species a removal of soil (20 to 60 cm) can be appropriate 

before applying the cuttings. 

 

Species specific management: 

Yes 

 

If Iris sibirica is found in the place, then the meadows, or parts of them, should be mowed before 

blooming of that species in early May, while the second mowing shouldn’t be carried out before the 

seeds are ripe (e. g. late August). 

Cnidium dubium,  

Iris sibirica,  

Allium angulosum,  

Gratiola officinalis,  

Inula britannica,  

Lathyrus palustris,  

Scutellaria hastifolia,  

Viola elatior, 

Viola pumila,  

Viola persicifolia 

 

Barriers and bottlenecks 

If there are dykes, which in most cases prevent meadows from flooding, a restoration of the habitat type 

on former locations will be difficult. 

 

Solutions and opportunities 

A restoration of former hydraulic conditions of the habitat type can be realized in combination with dyke 

relocation. For instance measures for flood protection which are planned and financed by water 

managers, such as e.g. gaining more retention area in floodplains, can be helpful to restore the habitat 

type. 

 

Cross cutting issues 

In floodplains, management measures for Natura 2000 on the one hand and for flood protection on the 

other hand should be planned together by nature conservation and water management authorities. 

 

Lessons learned / best practice 

http://www.bfn.de/fileadmin/MDB/documents/themen/wasser/Symposiumsbericht.pdf (german and 

english) 
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Opportunities for joint action 

- 
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