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Contributor 

Stefan Müller-Kroehling, Stefan Adler 

 

Habitat(s): 

9180 - Tilio-Acerion forests of slopes, screes and ravines 

 

Biogeographical region: 

Continental 

 

Member state: 

Germany 

 

Region(s) (if applicable): 

- 

 

Issues and pressures 

• Extensive harvest of old deciduous trees / beech trees 

• Harvest of big treetops as regeneration measures 

• Forestation with species that are not typical for the habitat type 

• Wood harvest between spring and fall (before leaf cast) 

• Distances between extraction lines that are smaller than 40 m 

• Absence of natural regeneration as a consequence of dense populations of hoofed game 

• Eutrophication and acidification due to atmospheric deposition 

• Shifts in species composition (tree species spectrum) and in structure of stands due to initiation or 

intensification of forestry use (e.g. withdrawal of mature and old wood, selective harvest of only one tree 

species, afforestation of naturally developed glades, afforestation with species that are not typical for 

the habitat type) 

 

Conservation requirements 

• Preserve the particular climate by avoiding larger cuts like clearcuts, and by avoiding forest road 

construction measures that alter the water regime of the slope. 

• Close-to-nature silviculture should be accepted as a management measure and should be supported 

financially (especially on rare sites with special conditions!) 

• Overhead yarding techniques for harvesting if necessary 

• The threshold for a favourable conservation status should be raised to 6 habitat trees and 50 m3 dead 

wood 

• To prevent deterioration of the typical species stock it should be prohibited to bring in alien species 

• It is necessary to define more precisely which age structure (measured by trunk diameter) is preferable 

for a favourable conservation status. A minimum of 50 % of the area should be remaining in the terminal 

phase.  
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• Distances between extraction lines should be at least 40 m 

• No wood harvest between spring and fall. 

• Preservation of a broad spectrum of deciduous tree species and a high proportion of Ulmus spec. 

• Population density of hoofed game adapted to the habitat type 

 

Conservation management 

Often, these forests are harvested irregularly, e.g. with single-tree extraction. 

 

Species specific management: 

Yes 

 

The above measures also support the following annex II species. 

 

Barriers and bottlenecks 

Regionally, insufficient experience and particular financing (higher costs) for overhead yarding 

techniques in slope forests, resulting in a preference for the construction of new forest roads, which are 

often almost entirely or entirely state-financed (and co-financed). 

 

Solutions and opportunities 

Improve experience with overhead yarding techniques. Improve the understanding of soil and climate 

requirements of ravine and slope forests. 

 

Cross cutting issues 

Increased firewood (fuelwood) prices due to increased incentives for renewable energy could put 

additional pressure on some slope and ravine forests, and endanger forest structures like larger 

quantities of deadwood. 

 

Lessons learned / best practice 

- 

 

Opportunities for joint action 

Increase discussion on the common understanding of ravine forests habitats, their particular value, and 

their vulnerability to certain measures. 

 

References 

- 

 


