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Expert input sheet 
 

Conservation and management of Continental Wetlands in Poland  

 

Contributor 

Pawel Pawlaczyk 

 

Habitat(s): 

7110 - Active raised bogs;7140 - Transition mires and quaking bogs;7230 - Alkaline fens 

 

Biogeographical region: 

Continental 

 

Member state: 

Poland 

 

Region(s) (if applicable): 

Northern Poland, with special attention to the Drawa Great Forest Natura 2000 PLH320046 (forested, 

glacial outwash plane in NW Poland with dispersed, relatively small peatbogs and fens surrounded by 

forests) 

 

Issues and pressures 

1. Of course peatbogs and mires (7110, 7140, 7210, 7230 habitat & habitat complexes) are dependent on 

hydrology. Small peatbogs in Drawa Forest are located mainly in small  depressions and kettles in 

outwash plain and are dependent mainly on underground waters. Hydrology may be very complicated 

and may be different different even in similar nearby sites. Detail recognition of hydrology (every day 

water level registration at least for 2-3 years) is necessary before planning conservation measures.  

 

In some sites, there are significant natural fluctuations of water regime - "wet" and "dry" few-years 

periods, followed by fluctuation of vegetation. Temporary expansion of trees do not need be considered 

as a threat and do not need be followed by rermoving trees. 

 

In other cases, there is real significant problem of decreasing the water table and peatbog dessication, 

followed by expansion of trees. In such case, improving water conditions and trees remobing is necessary 

for bog conservation. But, recognition between these two situations is not easy and requires detail 

studies.    

 

2. For mires surrounded by forest, forest management in neighbourhood may be significant. Cuttings in 

bog close neighbourhood (and the following growth of young stands after cutting and regeneration) may 

significantly deteriorate the natural hydrological regime. 

 

3. Invasive species Spiraea tomentosa is important threat (create dense bushes overgrowing bogs and 

overgrowing understory of bog forests) 
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Conservation requirements 

1. Detail recognition of hydrological regime before planning and implementing management. 

 

2. Avoiding interferring the hydrological regime is necessary, incl. avoinding clearcuts and shelterwood 

cuts in bogs close neighbourhood (up to 50m)  in forest management in surrounding forests.  

 

3. Eradication of Spiraea tomentosa 

 

Conservation management 

1. Ditches blocking (if there are artifical ditches, almost always needed) 

 

2. Trees removing (should be planned carefully - should not be applied if the trees expansion is a 

fluctuation only, but may be useful with combination of restoring water regime if the bog is 

antrropogenically drained) 

 

3. Non-intervention management of the surrounding forests (presently applied in Drawa National Park 

and followed by generally good condition of the bogs; not always implemented in the managed forest 

where the condition of the bogs is a bit worse.  

 

4. Eradication of Spiraea tomentosa (handy tearing repeated once or twice a year by 4-5 years seems to 

be effective) 

 

Species specific management: 

No 

 

Liparis loeselii (but no specific requirements other than for relevant fen). 

 

Barriers and bottlenecks 

1. Lack of knowledge, incl. lack of good data on hydrology of particular, small sites. 

2. Not enough awareness and wish of forest managers managing surrounding forests. 

 

Solutions and opportunities 

Exchange of knowledge on bogs ecohydrology and results of conservation measures (conservation 

evidence). 

 

Cross cutting issues 

Understanding the Favourable Conservation Status (natural fluctuantions of hydrology and vegetation 

should not be considered as indicator of unfavourable status, anthropogenic degradation should). 

 

Lessons learned / best practice 

1. Management plan for Drawa National Park and for Natura 2000 site PLH320046.  

2. Eradication of Spiraea tomentosa project in Drawa Forest - ca 46 ha in ca 50 sites successfully cleared. 
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Opportunities for joint action 

Exchange of knowledge on bogs ecohydrology and results of conservation measures (conservation 

evidence). 
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