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Conservation and management of Continental Grassland in Poland  

 

Contributor 

Magdalena Szymańska 

 

Habitat(s): 

6210 - Semi-natural dry grasslands and scrubland facies on calcareous substrates (Festuco-Brometalia) (* 

important orchid sites)    

 

Biogeographical region: 

Continental 

 

Member state: 

Poland 

 

Region(s) (if applicable): 

Małopolska province 

 

Issues and pressures 

1. Lack of mowing and grazing 

2. Intensive grazing 

2. Ecological succession 

3. Plant (mainly orchids) removal by plants collectors 

4. Limestone mining 

5. Mass turism, motocrosses, quads 

6. Afforestation 

 

Conservation requirements 

1. Cutting trees and shrubs 

2. Mowing 

3. Pasturage 

4. Removal of alien species of plants 

 

Conservation management 

1. Cutting trees and shrubs 

2. Mowing 

3. Pasturage 

4. Removal of alien species 

5. Removal of garbage 

6. Building infrastructure for canalize turists traffic 
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Species specific management: 

Yes 

 

Orchids which are very common in xerothermic grasslands, require special threatment, for example later 

period of moving. 

2249 Carlina onopordifolia 

Orchis pallens 

Orchis purpurea 

Ophrys insectifera 

1902 Cypripedium calceolus 

 

Barriers and bottlenecks 

1. Lack of cooperation with landowners and incomprehension from them 

2. Lack of state financing of active conservation 

3. Lack of management plans for Natura 2000 sites 

4. Lack of wish to realize active protection 

 

Solutions and opportunities 

1. More educational events, projects 

2. Higher financial support from governmnental institution for nature conservation 

3. Preparing management plans in near future 

 

Cross cutting issues 

1. Improving and cooperation with rural programms and stakeholder involvement (involvement in active 

protection, breeding animals and using them for grazing), 

2. Higher involvment of nature conservation aspects in rural development programmes 

 

Lessons learned / best practice 

Best practises were taken for example by the project titled: "Utrzymanie bioróżnorodności siedlisk 

kserotermicznych w Małopolsce" in 2011-2014. Active protecion was based on: tree and shrubs cutting, 

moving, sheeps pasturing, ecological education, building infrastructure. The most helpful activity was 

extensive pasturing, by small herd of sheeps, form May to September. This require also involvment of 

local inhabitants, which were obliged to maintains pasturing. 

 

Opportunities for joint action 

1. Methods taken to protect habitat, mainly: rules of grazing (how many 

animals per ha, stocking rates, period of grazing, time of grazing, what 

kind of animals were used, etc.). 

 

References 

Managemtn plan for Natura 2000 site Kalina - Lisiniec PLH120007: 

http://edziennik.malopolska.uw.gov.pl/WDU_K/2014/2988/akt.pdf 

 


