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Expert input sheet 
 

Conservation and management of Pannonian Rivers and Lakes Grassland Woodland and  

forest in Hungary 

 

Contributor 

Katalin Sipo 

 

Habitat(s): 

3150 - Natural eutrophic lakes with Magnopotamion or Hydrocharition - type vegetation;3260 - Water 

courses of plain to montane levels with the Ranunculion fluitantis and Callitricho-Batrachion vegetation  

1530 - Pannonic salt steppes and salt marshes;2340 - Pannonic inland dunes;6250 - Pannonic loess 

steppic grasslands;6260 - Pannonic sand steppes;6410 - Molinia meadows on calcareous, peaty or clayey-

silt-laden soils (Molinion caeruleae);6510 - Lowland hay meadows (Alopecurus pratensis, Sanguisorba 

officinalis)   91I0 - Euro-Siberian steppic woods with Quercus spp. 

 

Biogeographical region: 

Pannonia 

 

Member state: 

Hungary 

 

Region(s) (if applicable): 

- 

 

Issues and pressures 

Water regulation and non-integrated flood prevention techniques, unfavourable synergic impacts of 

fragmentation and succession, IAS, unfavourable landuse (over- or undergrazing, forestry 

overexploitation, unfavourable timing and spatial pattern of landuse). 

 

Conservation requirements 

Elimination of IAS; restoration of natural water regime and/or water retain; transformation of inclusion 

arable lands to grasslands and forests; sustainable and nature-friendly agricultural landuse (extensive 

grazing, mosaic mowing) and close-to-nature forestry; designation of core zones and/or non-intervention 

areas; establishment of functioning buffer zones. 

 

Conservation management 

Elimination of IAS; restoration of natural water regime and/or water retain; transformation of inclusion 

arable lands to grasslands and forests; sustainable and nature-friendly agricultural landuse (extensive 

grazing, mosaic mowing) in specific pilot areas. 

 

Species specific management: 

Yes 



Natura 2000 Seminars – Pannonia 
   2 

 May, 2015 

 

The population of certain species are critically endangered due to habitat loss and habitat degradation, 

therefore ex situ programs are going on with lots of experiences. 

 

4074 Dianthus diutinus 

 

Barriers and bottlenecks 

Insufficient agri-environmental subsidy system; lack of N2000 compensation schemes; limited nature 

management capacities; lack of systematic management impact monitoring; administrative difficulties 

during the implementation (i.a. public tendering). 

 

Solutions and opportunities 

Communication and agreemant with landusers, suitable N2000 compensartory and subsidy schemes, 

know-how transfer, open database and specific fund for impact monitoring of management measures. 

 

Cross cutting issues 

Integrated flood retention approach; stronger and more complex agri-environmental and rural 

development programmes; stronger regulation on IAS (connection to forestry, agriculture, biomass 

production, etc.). 

 

Lessons learned / best practice 

Several LIFE and operational programme projects were carried out on Natura 2000 sites, some of them 

are specific (like species protection projects), but some can be used in large scale as best practice. Best 

practices are mainly connected to water retain and nature-friendly regulation, elimination of IAS with 

combined chemical and mechanical treatments and arable land transformation into grasslands. 

 

Opportunities for joint action 

Know-how transfer of management techniques, establishment of nat. management impact monitoring 

system, EU regulations (i.a. IAS or agri-environmental programmes), awareness raising on sustainable 

landuse. 
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