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Habitat(s):  

6210 - Semi-natural dry grasslands and scrubland facies on calcareous substrates (Festuco-Brometalia) (* 

important orchid sites)    

 

Biogeographical region: 

Continental 

 

Member state: 

Germany 

 

Region(s) (if applicable): 

- 

 

Issues and pressures 

The most pressing threats and pressures on this habitat are: 

• Underuse (vegetation encroachment), abandonment of use 

• Shrub encroachment 

• Lack of bare sites 

• In case of shrub encroachment or over usage: disappearance of structures (e. g. different successional 

stages)  

• Fertilization by air-borne nitrogen (eutrophication) 

• Afforestation 

 

Main issues with the conservation of the habitats are: 

• Decline of sheep-rearing and smaller flocks on pastures 

• Lack of alternatives to grazing since mowing by hand is too expensive and in most cases there are no 

suitable machines available 

• Sites are often severely fragmented and cannot be integrated in pasturing schemes 

• Sites are often inaccessible for shepherds due to fragmentation and urban sprawl 

 

The current unfavourable status of conservation of habitats included in this habitat group is caused by: 

• Insufficient grazing 

• The quality of the grazing depends on the competence of the shepherd 

• There is a lack of comprehensible information on nature conservation needs for land users and land 

owners 

• The needed intensity of grazing also depends on external conditions like dryness or humidity 

• Missing buffer zones between intensively and extensively used areas 
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Threats for future conservation that need to be anticipated / dealt with: 

• It is increasingly hard to find land users for the sites 

• Financing opportunities for conservation measures are not attractive (missing incentives by agri-

environmental schemes) 

• Average age among shepherds is increasingly high - there is a lack of young shepherds 

 

Conservation requirements 

Regular mowing once a year or more important: grazing not less than twice a year 

Optimising land use for example by keeping sheep and goats on pastures 

Support of machined maintenance work 

Establishing a network of habitat sites with favourable conditions (improvement of seed exchange by 

sheep) 

Shrub clearance and sowing with typical species for the habitat type 

Alternatives to grazing should be tested and discussed (for example mulching, remotely controlled 

machines for mowing steep slopes). The question we should ask ourselves is whether it is worse to lose 

the sites completely or to use them in a way that might be suboptimal. 

 

Conservation management 

• Preparation of nature conservation concepts and management plans 

• Preparation of a concept for shepherd districts: to maintain sheep farming it is important to see the 

needs of shepherds, e.g. to provide support for building animal tracks, sheepcotes, drinking troughs, 

stables to overwinter, winter pastures and to establish additional utilisation for products etc. 

• Guidance for livestock owners: 

O Overview on funding measures 

O Application for funds for management measures 

O Networking between land users and other stakeholders 

 

Species specific management: 

Yes 

 

Pulsatilla (requires open, sunlit sites) 

Coronella austriaca (requires open sites with structural diversity) 

Parnassius apollo (1057) (depends on Sedum species as host plant as well as on open mountain tops and 

on adapted grazing regimes) 

Pulsatilla patens (1477) 

Coronella austriaca (1283) 

Parnassius apollo (1057) 

 

Barriers and bottlenecks 

• Funding by CAP (first and second pillar) is insufficient for supporting the usage of this habitat type. This 

also applies to other fundings (for example EFRE)  

• Financial incentives are not sufficient. For instance payments from agri-environmental schemes are 

only eligible for additional expenses and loss of income.  
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• Missing consistency of funding programs since they are linked to funding periods of the EU or the 

national governments. Farmers in contrast need a reliable basis over the long term to make investments. 

• In some regions an increased area demand can be observed. This leads to rising prices for land. 

Therefore sheep farmers are often not able to buy or lease land to grow winter fodder and food for 

fattening. 

• Poor communication structures between stakeholders (shepherds, hunters, water protection 

authorities, farmers and leisure industry). In the long term there is a need for regional cooperative 

structures. 

 

Solutions and opportunities 

• Providing trainings for shepherds 

• Establishing long term perspectives for sheep farms 

• Providing guidance on nature conservation needs, funding possibilities and business administration 

• Improvement of funding programs 

• Establishment of regional landcare associations (or similar organisations) that are capable to integrate 

nature conservation measures in operational concepts of land users and that provide further guidance. 

 

Cross cutting issues 

• Development of renewable energy sources (leads to increased area demand and rising costs for land) 

• Water protection areas 

• Shortage of available land 

 

Lessons learned / best practice 

Establishing local nature conservation centers 

For a best-practice example see www.schafbeweidung.lpv.de (only in German) 

 

Opportunities for joint action 

Workshops with exchange of best practice experience 
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