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Habitat(s):  

3150 - Natural eutrophic lakes with Magnopotamion or Hydrocharition - type vegetation;3260 - Water 

courses of plain to montane levels with the Ranunculion fluitantis and Callitricho-Batrachion 

vegetation;3270 - Rivers with muddy banks with Chenopodion rubri p.p. and Bidention p.p. Vegetation  

6410 - Molinia meadows on calcareous, peaty or clayey-silt-laden soils (Molinion caeruleae);6430 - 

Hydrophilous tall herb fringe communities of plains and of the montane to alpine levels;6510 - Lowland 

hay meadows (Alopecurus pratensis, Sanguisorba officinalis) 7210 - Calcareous fens with Cladium 

mariscus and species of the Caricion davallianae;7230 - Alkaline fens;92A0 - Salix alba and Populus alba 

galleries  91E0 - Alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior (Alno-Padion, Alnion incanae, 

Salicion albae);91F0 - Riparian mixed forests of Quercus robur, Ulmus laevis and Ulmus minor, Fraxinus 

excelsior or Fraxinus angustifolia, along the great rivers (Ulmenion minoris) 

 

Biogeographical region: 

Pannonia 

 

Member state: 

Hungary 

 

Region(s) (if applicable): 

Mainly West-Hungary 

 

Issues and pressures 

Wetlands, wet meadows, and the water bodies are threatened by the change of land use (either 

intenzification or abandonement of mowing, grazing, etc.), human induced change in water regime 

(decrease of surface & groundwater table). Desiccation is normally followed by expansion of invasive 

species, sometimes afforestation. In some extent nutrient load can be the threat too. 

 

Conservation requirements 

Case-sensitive, adaptive management practices are required to harmonize the mowing scheme to the 

species' ecological demands. It is sometimes confronted with the more rigid prescriptions of the agri-

environmental schemes. Water retaining management system, preserving water reservoire. Ecological 

demands should be enhanced in the water reservoire management plans (by WFD) and take into practice 

by the agri-environmental supporting system. Keep the rules of wastwater management. 
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Conservation management 

Fail-safe management techniques are (or should be) applied in such cases of wet meadows where 

different mowing systemes are required by the coexisting species, which means 2-3 times larger rescue 

site (unmowed) than the requrements of the agri-environmental schemes. Water retaining, flooding on 

habitat reconstruction sites. 

 

Species specific management: 

Yes 

 

Maculinea (Phengaris) species, Euphydryas aurinia, Lycaena dispar and Crex crex all need different timing 

of the mowing systheme. So does some specific plant species too (orchids, Sanguissorba, Gentiana, 

Eriophorum, etc.). 

1060 Lycaena dispar 

6177 Phengaris teleius 

6179 Phengaris nausithous 

1071 Coenonympha oedippus 

1065 Euphydryas aurinia 

 

Barriers and bottlenecks 

Barriers can be in the connectivity between the wet graslands, hay meadows as discrete elements of 

habitats network in forested areas which limits gene flow. Possible pathway between them can be the 

water courses and/or canal system if available.   

 

Pressure (finantial) of cultivation on termporary flooded depressions within arable lands can cause 

troubles in the canalization, desiccation system and cause habitat loss. 

 

Solutions and opportunities 

Buffer zones around the water courses/canals could play the role of the pathway for gene flow, 

connectivity between the individual places of wet meadows if these corridors would manage 

appropriately. (regular water works would delimited to one side only.) 

 

Appropriate agricultural supporting system (giving up cultivation of unsuitable spots), awareness rising, 

adaptive land use, etc. 

 

Cross cutting issues 

Water Framework Directive (management plans for water reservoires) - agricultural land use and 

supporting system, CAP, cross-compliance - Natura 2000 site and habitat connectivity.  

Ecological requirements are on the side of Natura 2000 network, indirectly in connetion with the WFD 

("good ecological status"), funds are on the side of the agriculture. 

 

Lessons learned / best practice 

LIFE project on the Hungarian meadow viper in the Hanság area covered water retention action in some 

places, grassland reconstruction on arable land, bush vegetation removal on traditional grasslands (with 
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remaining mosaic spots of tree and bush groups & rows), reestablish connectivity between hay meadows, 

dry and wet grasslands. 

 

Opportunities for joint action 

Awareness rising actions, making understood the natural value of the "unsuitable" wetlands by the land 

owners (appropriate subsidy). 

 

Monitoring of the agri-environmental supporting system: feed-back to the government if the main 

ecological goals has been 
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Csákvár 

 

Ambrus, A: False Ringlet (Coenonympha oedippus Fabr.) in the Hanság (NW- Hungary) 

http://fhnp.nemzetipark.gov.hu/_user/browser/File/English%20Version/Researches/oedipus_Bosarkany

2_eng_DCS.pdf 

 

Ambrus, A: The case of Orange Eggar (Eriogaster catax) with the agri-environmental schemes in Hungary 

http://www.ferto-

hansag.hu/_user/browser/File/English%20Version/Researches/Sargagyapjasszovo_ambrus_jav2.pdf 

 

Ambrus, A: Habitat management on wet meadows of Fertőhomok and Hidegség for wetland 

invertebrates  

http://www.ferto-

hansag.hu/_user/browser/File/English%20Version/Researches/Fertohomok_Ujlak090623_aa_ang21.pdf 

 

see others: 

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Andras_Ambrus3/publications 

 


