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Conservation and management of Continental, Black Sea, Pannonian and Steppic 

grasslands in Romania 

 

Contributor 

Adrian OPREA 

 

Habitat(s): 

6110 - Rupicolous calcareous or basophilic grasslands of the Alysso-Sedion albi; 6120 - Xeric and 

calcarious grasslands; 6210 - Semi-natural dry grasslands and scrubland facies on calcareous substrates 

(Festuco-Brometalia) (* important orchid sites); 6230 - Species-rich Nardus grasslands, on silicious 

substrates in mountain areas (and submountain areas in Continental Europe); 6240 - Sub-Pannonic 

steppic grasslands; 6250 - Pannonic loess steppic grasslands; 6260 - Pannonic sand steppes; 6410 - 

Molinia meadows on calcareous, peaty or clayey-silt-laden soils (Molinion caeruleae); 6420 - 

Mediterranean tall humid grasslands of the Molinio-Holoschoenion; 6430 - Hydrophilous tall herb fringe 

communities of plains and of the montane to alpine levels; 6440 - Alluvial meadows of river valleys of the 

Cnidion dubii; 6510 - Lowland hay meadows (Alopecurus pratensis, Sanguisorba officinalis);6520 - 

Mountain hay meadows 

 

Biogeographical region: 

Continental; Black Sea; Pannonian; Steppic 

 

Member state: 

Romania 

 

Region(s) (if applicable): 

 

Issues and pressures 

Grassland mismanagement, grasslands fragmentation, overgrazing, drainage, grubbing, fallowing 

intensification, abandonment, habitat loss, renewable energies as wind plants 

 

Conservation requirements 

Maintain grasslands as they are right now, in Romania (a large part of the grasslands are used as 

extensive pastures or meadows) 

 

Conservation management 

There are protected areas (including Natura 2000 sites) addressed to grasslands. The number of 

domestic animals which are grazing on pastures are to be discussed with the owners. The cutting of 

shrubs on the grasslands remain an issue to be considered. Also, planting the woody species (e.g. Robinia 

pseudacacia, Elaeagnus angustifolia, Hippophaë rhamnoides etc.) on some of the grasslands must be 

completely avoided. Some of the grasslands are ploughed by the owners/holders. 
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Species specific management: Yes 

Keeping grasslands as meadows is a mandatory action in order to preserve the habitat for some of the 

species registered in Habitat Directive (e.g. Campanula serrata). Other species do not support grazing or 

soil compaction (made by animals or humans) (e.g. Adenophora lilifolia). 

 

4068 - Adenophora liliifolia 

2132 - Astragalus peterfii 

2236 - Campanula romanica 

4070* - Campanula serrata 

2253 - Centaurea jankae 

4091 - Crambe tataria 

4067 - Echium russicum 

2191 - Galium moldavicum 

4097 - Iris aphylla ssp. hungarica 

2093 - Pulsatilla grandis 

 

Barriers and bottlenecks 

Insuficient funds; uncooperative owners/stakeholders; policy framework; climate change; lack of 

knowledge of the local authorities 

 

Solutions and opportunities 

Education; awareness raising; better communication with local stakeholders and better 

integration of local cultural values and local needs; influencing policies. A close collaboration with local 

authorities or administrators 

 

Cross cutting issues 

Stakeholder involvement: local people must be integrated in conservation-oriented management 

schemes AND made to understand the importance of environment conservation form their 

cultural/values perspective (otherwise they will remain uncooperative or follow whatever practice they 

see as rewarding in the short term). Climate change: needs to be monitored. Habitat fragmentation 

compounds this issue. 

 

Lessons learned / best practice 

4068 Adenophora liliifolia: a species which has a dispersed distribution in Romania, with pauper 

populations, dependent on the practice of the owners on the grasslands. Including most of grasslands 

within the Natura 2000 network and limiting the grazing of the domestic animals led to an increasing in 

the number of individuals per population. But, the populations of this plant species remain still low. 

There are few studies on plant populations in Romania. 

 

Opportunities for joint action 

Exchange of experience in fields such as good practice in compensating local people, 

education/awareness raising, monitoring habitats and/or plant/animal species, etc. 
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