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‘Keen to hear about the implementation of the PAS’ 

 

Clare Whitfield of the Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) is participating in the 

Dutch Nitrogen Tour. The Dutch approach to the nitrogen problem is the focus of this 

study tour, which takes place from 23 to 25 November. What are this UK participant's 

expectations of the Tour? 
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What does your organization do?  

The Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) is the public body that advises the UK 

government and devolved administrations on UK and international nature conservation. We have 

brought together a group of air pollution specialists from the four UK country nature conservation 

bodies. This group advises the government and other stakeholders on the effects of air pollution on 

biodiversity and ecosystems. In addition, the group works with partners to collect data and conduct 

research. Measures to tackle air pollution are also identified. 

 

The UK 

There is evidence that nitrogen deposition has widespread impacts on species distribution and on 

the quality of habitats in the UK. Critical loads for nitrogen deposition are currently exceeded in 

many protected sites. Although nitrogen emissions have been significantly reduced, the values are 

likely to remain critical in the foreseeable future. Addressing the impacts of nitrogen deposition is 

complex. An integrated approach is required to enable the UK to meet its biodiversity 

commitments. This will include locally targeted measures as well as national measures.  

 

What are your expectations of the Dutch Nitrogen Tour? 

Together with colleagues at JNCC, I organised the precursor to this study tour: the Nitrogen 

Deposition and the Nature Directives Workshop in 2013. During that workshop participants from 

the Netherlands presented the Programmatic Approach to Nitrogen (PAS) and the AERIUS 

calculation tool. I am really keen to hear more about the implementation of the PAS and to get a 

more comprehensive and practical understanding of its application. It is interesting to find out if 

there are lessons that we in the UK can learn from this approach. I would also like to see how 

nitrogen deposition has been considered in setting site conservation objectives and consequently 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/events-upcoming/222_nitrogen_deposition_tour_en.htm
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-6729
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-6729
https://www.aerius.nl/en
https://www.aerius.nl/en
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how on-site management measures are being combined with deposition reductions to secure these 

objectives.  

 

Clare Whitfield 

Clare Whitfield is the Air Pollution Adviser for JNCC. Her work on nitrogen focuses on developing 

approaches to assess nitrogen impacts on habitats, particularly in protected sites. One of the 

drivers for this is to inform the UK’s reporting on conservation status under Article 17 of the 

Habitats Directive. She is also the project manager for the UK's Air Pollution Information System.   

 
For more information on the Joint Nature Conservation Committee visit the website. 

http://www.apis.ac.uk/
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-0

