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   Natura 2000 Biogeographical Process 

Dutch Nitrogen Tour 

“Exchanging knowledge and experience” 

 

Geert de Blust of the Research Institute for Nature and Forest (INBO) is participating in 

the Dutch Nitrogen Tour. The approach to the nitrogen problem is the focus of this study 

tour, which takes place from 23 to 25 November. What are this Belgian participant's 

expectations of the Tour? 

 

 

What does your organisation do? 

In the framework of the Programmatic Approach to Nitrogen (PAS), the Research Institute for 

Nature and Forest (INBO) carries out research and monitoring with respect to ecological impact 

assessment, determination of limits, and restoration management. Flanders has set up a PAS 

policy similar to that in the Netherlands.  

 

Flanders 

“The problems of nitrogen and Natura 2000 sites are the same in Flanders as in other regions with 

small, fragmented special protection areas that are surrounded by intensive agriculture: negative 

effects due to nitrogen input that exceeds the critical load, leading to ecosystem degradation 

(species disappear, population numbers decline, the competitive balance between species changes, 

ecosystems become species-poor, food quality changes and habitat structure changes). Negative 

effects occur not only through precipitation, but also through the ground and surface water. 

Acidification and eutrophication are interlinked.  

Nitrogen can originate directly from emissions from e.g. farms, but can also end up in ecosystems 

in too high concentrations as a result of desiccation caused by, among others, drainage and water 

level management in agriculture and horticulture or other land use. This also falls under the PAS.”  

 

What are your expectations of the Dutch Nitrogen Tour? 

“Exchanging knowledge and experience; collecting examples of good practice; discussing the 

effectiveness of strategies and measures, and gaining insight into the reasons why policy succeeds 

or fails.” 

 

Geert de Blust is head of the Ecosystem Management Research Group at INBO. He is involved in 

particular in the development and establishment of research in the field of restoration 

management.  

 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/events-upcoming/222_nitrogen_deposition_tour_en.htm
https://www.inbo.be/
https://www.inbo.be/

