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The marginalization of agriculture is one of the main reasons for the decline of semi-natural grasslands in
North and Eastern Europe. In Latvia, marginal regions are the most important for conservation of EU
grasslands. Nevertheless, no one restoration project has been carried out there. On the other hand,
conservation of several EU grassland types (6120*, 6410) relies strongly on Riga’s suburban area and non-
marginal regions. None of these habitat types has been a subject for restoration projects in these regions.

Grassland restoration experiences
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Extent of restoration
Since 2000, 7200 ha or 10 % of the total area of EU importance grasslands have been restored in Latvia.
Restoration has been carried out in 15 projects financed by the LIFE programme. Restoration has been done
mostly in grassland sites overgrown by shrub and forest. Previous intensive agricultural grasslands have been
restored in much lesser extent.
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Restoration success
Long-term monitoring (more than 5 years) has been carried out only in two restoration sites. Still, valuable
experience on short-term restoration success has been reported.

Grassland restoration constraints

Policy instruments to facilitate restoration
The LIFE project "National Conservation and Management Programme for Natura 2000 sites in Latvia" (2012-
2017, coordinating beneficiary Nature Conservation Agency of Latvia) became the main platform for large-
scale restoration and conservation planning. It was the first attempt to identify grassland restoration
priorities at national level. Cooperation among the project team, the Ministry of Environmental Protection
and Regional Development, and the Ministry of Agriculture resulted in several synergies ensuring the
improved governance.

There are several reasons for limited success of grassland restoration:
• substantial lack of resources to carry out restoration activities was the major obstacle that prevented

landowners to resume management of the grasslands;
• long term incentive for the continued good management of the target habitat which has been restored was

not ensured. It resulted in repeated abandonment of almost half of the restored area;
• no unified criteria for the selection of areas for restoration were applied resulting in restoration of less

valuable areas and continuing abandonment of more valuable areas;
• low conservation awareness of landowners and the lack of ecological knowledge on biodiversity

management have been one of the main reasons besides socio-economic situation;
• 60 % of the total EU importance grassland area lies outside the Natura 2000 network and are not eligible

for the support from LIFE projects.
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Latvia is a lowland country (highest point is 312 m) located at the eastern
coast of the Baltic Sea in the boreonemoral ecotone of Northern needle-
leaved forest biome and Central European broad-leaved forests biome.
Forests cover about 50 % of the country, mires 6 %, and agricultural land
38 %, while semi-natural grasslands occupy only about 0.7 % of the
territory. The mean annual temperature is 6.2 oC (February –4.6 oC,
August +17.1 oC), and precipitation is 650 mm. The vegetation period
lasts for 180–200 days.

Restoration methods
• restoration of hydrological regime by raising water levels in ditches and by renaturalisation of river flow;
• cutting of shrubs and trees;
• grinding of shrub and tree stumps and roots;
• mowing of grass (both mulching and removal of grass have been applied);
• grazing by semi-wild large herbivores or domestic animals.
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an obligatory textbook

• Conservation based criteria for  the 
selection of areas for restoration;

• priority areas for restoration projects;
• priority habitats for restoration.

Lessons learned from 
RDP 2007-2013 
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• Improved ecological knowledge;
• raised conservation awareness;
• increased involvement in restoration projects;
• proper management of biodiversity in grasslands.

Future prospects

• Improved success of restoration projects;
• implementation of grassland habitat management and 

restoration guidelines in the prescriptions of agri-
environmental measures for RDP 2021-2027;

• development of result-based agri-environmental schemes 
for biodiversity conservation

Drawings by D.Segliņa from the book Guidelines for management and restoration of grassland habitats http://nat-programme.daba.gov.lv/public/eng/ habitats


