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1 Hosts 
 
Ministry of the Environment of the Slovak Republic, the State Nature Conservancy of the Slovak Republic, 

the Water Research Institute and Slovak Water Enterprise, state enterprise 

 
 
 
 

2 Background 
 

This event was organised to advance conclusions from the first Alpine Biogeographical Seminar, held in 

Graz (November 2013).  It provided an important opportunity to discuss ongoing activities of the 

European Commission and highly relevant activities of the Ramsar Convention (in the frame of the 

Carpathian Wetlands Initiative - the official regional initiative of the Ramsar Convention coordinated by 

the State Nature Conservancy of the Slovak Republic). 

 

The purpose was to promote collaborative action at the Alpine biogeographical level to help achieve 

favourable conservation status for riverine habitats and species.  This was pursued firstly via a series of 

presentations on the: 

 

 application of the EU guidance on hydropower plants and Natura 2000; 

 implementation of EU Directives (water framework, birds & habitats); 

 comparison of reporting duties and results; 

 followed by a programme of excursions and discussions. 

 

 

 

3 Workshop results 
 

Over 40 experts in nature protection and water management gathered at the workshop to discuss the 

Restoration of Alpine Rivers. 

 

Seven EU Member States were represented along with Ukraine and Serbia as well as the European 

Commission and Ramsar Convention Secretariat.  This workshop was the first follow-up event to the 

Alpine Natura 2000 Biogeographical Seminar in Graz, in November 2013, where key stakeholders first 

advocated a series of events to share best practice to achieve favourable conservation status of 

freshwater habitats and species. 

 

Two parallel excursions were held to the Hron and Slatina Rivers and surrounding protected areas where 

a range of ecological, social, political and ecosystem service issues were observed, both positive and 

negative.  Both concluded with a visit to a controversial hydro-power plant where delegates were able 

to consider the potential impacts at first-hand. 

 

The second day focussed on a series of presentations which included reviews of the work of the 

Carpathian Wetland Initiative (CWI), emerging EU guidance on hydro-power schemes and Natura 2000 

sites, strategic environmental assessment and multi-sectoral working from the Alps and Austria, plus a 

series of site-based projects from across the Carpathians (Slovenia and Ukraine) that explored impact 

assessment and restoration techniques. 

 

Delegates then divided into a number of working groups to highlight the key issues/threats affecting the 

Alpine aquatic/riparian habitats.  From a long list of suggestions, the following were identified as the five 

most important issues facing riverine nature conservation in the Alpine region today: 
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 Priorities 

1 (Strategic) Assessment of hydro-power: opportunities and threats 

2 Lack of data/knowledge/skills/best practice/monitoring 

3 Land ownership 

4 Need for better integration/dialogue between sectors/states 

5 Unsustainable flood protection 

 

 

Individual groups then explored just one of these issues with the aim of finding key issues and, if possible, 

to identify concrete actions that would be of benefit across the biogeographical region that could be 

pursued in the near future. 

 

In a short period of time, delegates produced an enormous list of actions (and not all are presented 

here).  Their efforts are listed, in brief, below: 

 

(Strategic) Assessment of hydro-power: opportunities and threats 

Environmental impact assessment must be carried out by independent experts 

Definition of criteria for ‘no-go’ areas 

Harmonisation of data collected (identification of minimum standards) 

Legal guidelines on hydro-power development by EU 

Modernise/remove existing HPPs before building new HPP 

Enforce mitigation measures for new/existing HPPS 

Ecosystem services/environmental accounting 

 

 

Lack of data/knowledge/skills/best practice/monitoring 

Better communication 

Sharing knowledge/databases 

Investment in systematic mapping 

Resourcing for ‘basic’ data collection 

Training in river restoration/compensatory measures 

Best practice guidance 

 

 

Land ownership 

Physical planning 

Long-term thinking 

Private to public property 

Buying or exchange 

Motivation, compensation, subsidies 

New EU target for an increase in functional food plains eg 30% increase by 2030? 

 

 

Need for better integration/dialogue between sectors/states 

EC Aries to have broad consultation 

Convince people to participate 

There are many (trans-) national project opportunities and funding schemes 

Get involved and convince your administrative units to do so 
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There is a lack of recognition for the value of nature by itself 

Communicate & evaluate the benefits of nature in terms of ecosystem services 

BECOME ACTIVE BY YOURSELF! 

 

 

Unsustainable flood protection 

Environmentally friendly constructions (biopositive) 

Restoration of wetlands in the river catchment area and restoration of riparian 

vegetation 

Maintenance of river floodplains – making room for rivers, removal or discontinuation of 

dykes 

Find and improve co-operation and synergies between water and biodiversity sectors 

(FPD-WFD-HD-BD + others) 

Include biological experts in consultations to anticipate impacts 

Raise awareness of sustainable flood protection with publically available flood-risk maps 

 

 

The discussions were vibrant and positive.  Many ideas were suggested and it quickly became clear that 

the opportunity to simply exchange ideas and information was a valuable outcome of the workshop.  

Inevitably, there was insufficient time to explore the many suggestions and ideas in the necessary detail.   

 

Other, more specific highlights included a review of the impact of complex land ownership patterns which 

led to unexpected synergies with the need for sustainable flood protection strategies; maybe there is a 

need for a target for the (re)creation of ‘Alpine’ flood plains to underpin long-term thinking, agri-

environment subsidies and the need to ‘make space for water’.  Elsewhere, the need for better and 

continued co-operation to share best practice reinforced recommendations made in Graz as did 

suggestions for a systematic approach to mapping and data recording; the latter will now be used to 

influence the training programme led by the CWI. 

 

In addition, a reminder to make use of and work with the many existing mechanisms, initiatives and 

other sectors described a model for co-operative, cross-border working.  This approach has already 

informed national and regional initiatives in Austria and across the Alps with the former leading to the 

strategic environmental assessment of Alpine rivers for hydro-power.  This approach is not only 

supported by ecologists because it promotes the safeguard of fragile ecosystems, but is valued by the 

hydro-power sector because it enables them to target their efforts in more robust, sustainable locations. 

 

Two main actions were identified by the workshop.  Firstly, the CWI agreed to address the lack of training 

and skills by adapting its future training programmes where possible.  Secondly, it was agreed that the 

approach described by the Austrian delegates for a multi-sectoral approach combined with strategic 

assessment of hydro-power opportunities could benefit the Carpathian region and this issue will be raised 

among the CWI members.  Together, these two initiatives could have a significant effect on the 

underlying themes of this event, ie collaboration and best practice whilst also representing the first steps 

in providing a Carpathian-wide assessment of the main threat to the freshwater environment at the 

moment, hydro-power. 

 

The workshop closed with a plea to delegates to utilise the Natura 2000 Platform and to make the most 

of the opportunities to share good practices, guidance and other materials related to favourable 

conservation status and practical management approaches. 


