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Historical concept of 
sustainability use in forestry 

• Therefore, it will take highest efforts in this 
country / to establish such conservation and 
cultivation of wood / that it becomes a 
continuous and sustainable usage / because it 
is essential / that without it the country will 
not remain in its being. 

• Pages 105-106 Sylvicultura oeconomica by 
Hans Carl von Carlowitz 



Diese Wissenschaft ist nur ein 

Kind des Mangels, und dieser ist 

folglich ihr gewöhnlicher 

Begleiter: wir haben jezt eine 

Forstwissenschaft, weil es uns 

am Holze fehlt. 

 

This science is only a child of 

necessity or need, and need is 

therefore its natural 

concomitant: We have now a 

forestry science because we 

have a dearth of wood. 
Heinrich Cotta 

Tharandt, Dic. 21, 1816 

Prefazione a “Anweisung zum 

Waldbau”, reprinted Forestry 

Quarterly (1902) 



 
Therefore, we must increase the 
production of softwood lumber. 
What ways can we follow to 
achieve this purpose? 
First we need to know the current 
sources of production to study 
how to increase their 
productivity. Then, we will 
consider the possibility of 
creating new ones. 
 
Aldo Pavari, 1920 



1912 

A degraded forest. This larch is more 
than senescent: it is decrepit and soon it 
will serve nobody. Conserve it is 
fetishism rather than tree care. The 
forest must be organised with a regular 
cycle of cuttings, in order to reconstitute 
itself as the mature elements are 
removed. But they will not have to be 
decrepit. 
 
Giuseppe Di Tella 







Wenn die Menschen Deutschland 

verliessen, so würde dieses nach 

100 Jahren ganz mit Holz 

bewachsen sehn. 

 

If the inhabitants of Germany 

should leave their country it 

would be all grown up with trees 

in a century 

Painting by Lucio Susmel  





Picture provided by Fabio Angeli 



Painting by Davide Manzoni 



… free ourselves ... in the school, 

from the burden of more or less 

seductive theories that created the 

mathematical forest, and, in the 

practical exercise, from the rope of 

bureaucracy which hinders the 

successful movement of the forest 

enterprises. 

 

Aldo Pavari, 1913 

One year study at the Forstakademie 

of Tharandt 



Today afternoon challenges 
 
• General 

– Conservation status (Douglas Evans) 
– Legal boundaries (Christoph Sobotta) 
– Socio-ecological impact (Georg Winkel) 
– Alien species invasion (Giuseppe Brundu) 
– Practitioner’s perspective (Christian Berner) 

• Special focuses 
– European beech forests (Ernst-Detlef Schulze) 
– Heterogeneous forest habitat types (Marko Kovac) 
– Effects of forestry cessation (Thomas Campagnaro) 
– Impacts of climate changes (Zdenka Křenová) 


