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Every 4 years, the Forum of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) in the Mediterranean 
triggers a unique process during which all interested parties tackle the challenges 
MPAs face in the region. The high point of this Forum process is a 4-day event to assess 
the progress made and what’s left ahead according to the MPA Roadmap developed at 
the 1st Forum (2012) and now adopted by the Barcelona Convention.  

As part of the EU Natura 2000 Biogerographical Seminars Contract, EUROPARC 
Federation attended the 2nd Forum, that has taken place in Tangier, Morocco, from 
28th November to 1st December 2016, and ensured that Natura 2000 was adequately 
integrated within the various sessions and official conclusions. Further, in the 
framework of the forum, EUROPARC has organised, lead and facilitated a specific 
Networking Event: Integrating Natura 2000 objectives in marine protected areas 
management.  

The Networking Event had the overall aim to share views and provide inputs on how 
managers can better integrate Natura 2000 requirements into their daily management 
activities.  

PARTICIPANTS - The session called the attention of a large number of experts (around 
30), mainly issued from EU members (Croatia, France, Greece, Italy, Spain); but there 
were also some representatives from non-EU countries (Montenegro).   

http://www.medmpaforum.org/sites/default/files/mediterranean_mpa_roadmap.pdf
http://www.medmpaforum.org/sites/default/files/mediterranean_mpa_roadmap.pdf
http://195.97.36.231/dbases/CoPDecisions/2016_IG22_CoP19/16IG22_28_22_13_ENG.pdf


The composition of participants was approximately as follows:  

- Half of participants were directly involved in management of N2000 site / 
protected area 

- The rest represented:  
o European Commission – DG Environment 
o NGOs  (Birdlife, WWF; IUCN) and networks of PA (MedPAN, EUROPARC)  
o national and regional administrations with responsibility in N2000 

designation  
o  Research institutes (Tethys )  

 

INTRODUCTION – EUROPARC welcomed the participants and made an introduction 
about the Natura 2000 Biogeographical Seminar Process and the context of the event. 
The European Commission made a general introduction about Natura 2000 in Europe 
with a specific focus on the Mediterranean situation. Fotios Papoulias gave a quick 
overview of the N2000 designation process.  At present the Marine Natura 2000 
network covers 6% of EU seas (˃360.000 km2); however the Mediterranean part is still 
under 5%. Among the current priority actions, he underlined the following ones: 

• Completing the marine network - ensuring that all sites have conservation 
objectives and appropriate conservation measures (legal obligation). 

• Promote Management plans as useful strategic management tools. 
• Ensuring adequate financing opportunities (LIFE, EMFF, EU regional funds) 
• Full stakeholder engagement and better regional cooperation. 
• Promoting socio-economic benefits as it has been highlighted in the Study on 

socio-economic benefits of EU marine protected areas (2016). 

CASE STUDIES - The session was addressed from a practical point of view, showcasing 
two very different MPA realities: 

-  One MPA from France, already consolidated , the Agathoise Coast MPA, 
whose management is carried out by a local authority (City of Agde), and 
whose extension overlaps the N2000 site (“ Posidonia of Cap d’Agde”)  
 

-  One MPA from Greece, in process of creation, around a N2000 site (“Gyaros”), 
whose management is currently carried out by an NGO (WWF Greece) in the 
framework of the  Life project CYCLADES 

Both examples served as a good base for discussion on practical issues stemming from 
N2000 legal obligations and management.  



The French study case, presented by Renaud Dupuy de la Grandrive, Manager Director 
of the Marine Environment of the City of Agde illustrated three different aspects: 

1. It is a good example of integration of N2000 objectives within the 
management plan. This integration of objectives was done right from the 
beginning, since the establishment of the MPA was a consequence of Natura 
2000 designation. The management plan is divided in 6 objectives (1 - 
Conservation of the natural heritage, 2 – Keep the integrated activities, 3 – 
Control of the external factors, 4 - Communication and awareness campaigns, 
5- Ecological surveys and deepening of the knowledge, 6 – Study of the 
management effectiveness). This plan is effective in ensuring a good state of 
conservation of the habitats (Posidonia meadows) and species (Tursiops 
truncatus), that are objects of the Habitats directive.  
 

2. The model of governance gives voice and involves the large number of 
different stakeholders operating in the area (artisanal fishing, recreational 
fishing, spearfishing, diving, ecotourism, beach and bathing, nautical sports).  
 

3. Two French specificities regarding N2000 sites: (1) the Natura 2000 Charter, 
which marks voluntary commitment Natura 2000 objectives, that is mainly 
signed by stakeholders and (2) the Natura 2000 contracts, as a way of 
obtaining funding from the Central government to develop specific actions in a 
N2000 site.   

The Greek study case, presented by Ioli Christopolou, policy officer from WWF Greece, 
explained the proposal for the creation of a MPA around the Gyaros Natura 2000 site, 
in alignment with the 2016 Ministry of Environment plan of increasing new marine 
NATURA sites from 6,1 % to 18% of Greek waters. Gyaros was designated as a Natura 
2000 site (SCI/SPA) due to the discovery of the largest monk seal population in the 
Mediterranean. The Greek study showcased three different points. 

1. Funding is essential to conduct preliminary research studies that will serve as a 
base for a posterior sound management plan. Since 2013, field research is 
deployed in the area thanks to the CYCLADES Life project. This has allowed 
different studies to be conducted (Ecosystem Based Management Plan, Marine 
Spatial Study and Special Environmental Study - the prerequisite for an MPA 
designation).  
 

2. Stakeholders are included in a consultancy approach from the onset. This has 
led to the establishment of a Consortium of Stakeholders with representatives 
of 15 key stakeholders (state, regional, and local government, area users, local 
development agencies, scientific institutions, NGOs). Together they have 



developed a common vision for the MPA that includes nature conservation 
and local development goals. This consultative process is not easy and needs 
time to build trust: local stakeholders are unfamiliar with nature conservation 
goals and processes, state authorities do not relinquish power easily, some 
antagonism appears between relevant Ministries, etc.  
 

3. New Technology is being tested for management and guarding purposes 
(Marine radar , High-range IF camera , drone) that would allow remote control. 

REGIONAL OVERVIEW - These two case studies raised high interest from the room, as 
both represented clear examples of management in the ground; which is not always 
the case. In fact, a survey conducted by MedPAN, and presented by Bruno Meola 
during the session,  reported that in 2012 only 49% of the N2000 sites had a 
management body, of which 69% was under the responsibility of subnational 
administration and 13% under national administration. Local administration 
represented only 2% and independent management bodies accounted for 13%.  This 
study also showed that a huge progress in N2000 designation has been done in the 
Mediterranean, covering from 1% of the Mediterranean Sea (2012) to 2,37% (2016) 
mainly due to Spanish designations in 2014 and Croatia entering the EU. However, this 
figure is far from the international goal of 10%.   

NETWORKING - Participants claimed that more practical sessions like that one –and 
longer - would be useful. This perception reaffirms the need for more capacity – 
building, cooperation and networking, issues already contemplated in the N2000 
Biogeographical approach. This cooperation should be enlarged to non –EU members, 
such as Montenegro in order to deliver a coherent Mediterranean MPA network, 
ensuring conservation of key functional areas, namely for highly mobile species. 

CONCLUSIONS - The session concluded with the following recommendations that 
would be integrated as an Annex of the Tangier Declaration.  

1. The  human network of people may support the EC and countries in strengthening 
the effective management of marine Natura 2000 sites, namely through capacity-
building of Mediterranean marine Natura 2000  managers, thus better integrating 
with the Natura 2000 biogeographical approach. 

2. Encourage Member States to allocate the necessary human resources to afford the 
adequate in situ management to designated marine Natura 2000 sites. 

3. Beyond the boundaries of the network of marine Natura 2000, establish 
mechanisms in cooperation with and in support of non EU countries in order to 
warranty the conservation of key functional areas, namely for highly mobile 
species, in order to reach coherence of the Mediterranean Marine Protected Areas 
network. 

http://www.medmpaforum.org/sites/default/files/tangier_declaration.pdf

