
          Skip to main content

        
    

      
      
  
    
        
      
        
              
          
      


          
              EnglishSelect your language
Close
EU official languages
	bgбългарски
	esespañol
	csčeština
	dadansk
	deDeutsch
	eteesti
	elελληνικά
	enEnglish
	frfrançais
	gaGaeilge
	hrhrvatski
	ititaliano
	lvlatviešu
	ltlietuvių
	humagyar
	mtMalti
	nlNederlands
	plpolski
	ptportuguês
	roromână
	skslovenčina
	slslovenščina
	fisuomi
	svsvenska


Other languages
	ruрусский
	ukyкраїнська







  Search
  
  Search
Search

  





          

        

      

    

  
  

    
  
    
    
      Energy, Climate change, Environment
    

  

          
      
                  Environment

                      

    

      
  
    
      




  






            
  
    
      
                
  
	Home
	…
	Topics
	Nature and biodiversity
	Natural capital accounting

Natural capital accounting

A tool to measure the changes in the stock and condition of natural capital (i.e. ecosystems) into accounting and reporting systems.
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          Overview

Natural capital accounting is a tool to measure the changes in the stock and condition of natural capital (ecosystems) at a variety of scales and to integrate the flow and value of ecosystem services into accounting and reporting systems in a standard way.


Based on the United Nations new statistical framework, it provides a common set of rules and methods to track changes in ecosystems and their services across policy areas.


The EU strives to promote environmentally responsible business practices. Natural capital accounting has the potential to provide a concrete basis for business performance reporting by explicitly mapping out impacts and/or dependencies on natural resources and placing monetary value on them.


See some good practises:


	EU LIFE project Transparent - Developing a standardized methodology for natural capital accounting in business:  
	Align project - Aligning Accounting Approaches for Nature




  
  


    
  
    
          Policy

On 11 July 2022, the Commission adopted a proposal to amend Regulation (EU) 691/2011 on European environmental economic accounts adding new modules. One of these is on Ecosystem accounts, including ecosystem extent accounts (for 12 broad types of ecosystems), ecosystem services accounts in physical terms for seven ecosystem services, and ecosystem condition accounts for five types of ecosystems and using eight condition indicators in total.



  
  


    
  
    
          Reports

	Accounting for ecosystems and their services in the European Union (INCA) — 2021 edition - Products Statistical reports - Eurostat (europa.eu)
	Special Report NO 16/2019: European Environmental Economic Accounts: usefulness for policymakers can be improved (europa.eu)




  
  


  
  




  


  
  




  


              
    
  
    
      

  
  
  
    
          
  
    
      Related Stories


	News announcement
	15 March 2024

Natura 2000 Award 10th anniversary: Vote now!



	Factsheet
	14 March 2024

Bridging the spatial and temporal gaps in threatened oak forest habitats



	Factsheet
	14 March 2024

The transformation of the Millingerwaard: from intensive agriculture and clay extraction to natural flood protection, in the Netherlands



	Factsheet
	14 March 2024

Ground-breaking agri-environment payment scheme for farmers in Natura 2000 areas in Ireland



	Factsheet
	14 March 2024

Nature´s Guardians: enhancing effectiveness and efficiency of response to environmental crime 



	Factsheet
	14 March 2024

LIFE Living Natura 2000: new ways of communicating about Natura 2000 in Bavaria, Germany 




See all News




  


  
  


    
  
    
          
  
    
      Publications


	Report
	13 March 2024
	Directorate-General for Environment

Documents for mid-term review of 8th Environment Action Programme (EAP)



	General publications
	20 December 2023
	Directorate-General for Environment

Proposal for a Council Decision on the position to be taken by the EU at the Bern Convention



	General publications
	29 September 2023
	Directorate-General for Environment

European redlist of medicinal plants




See all publications on Nature and Biodiversity
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