LIFE for the

Estany de Banyoles
The Life Nature Project

Recuperation of the Aquatic Environment
of Porqueres and Banyoles
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A Highly Valuable
Wetland Area

The Estany de Banyoles, with its collection of surrounding
lakes and water sources, is the most important karstic
system in Catalonia.

The area is fed by underground water from the Alta Garrotxa
and home to a wide variety of wetland flora and fauna.

Thanks to its valuable ecology and setting, the area has been
awarded several domestic and international accolades:

-Area of Natural Interest — PEIN

-National Historical Garden of Interest
-Wetland of International Importance (Ramsar)
-Natura 2000




The Life
Nature Project

The Life Nature project is a support tool programmes introduced
the European Union in 1992 concerning the conservation of
habitats and species of community interest.

The Estany de Banyoles Life Project

Title: Recuperation of the aquatic environment in Porqueres and
Banyoles.

Objective: Recovering and extending the wetlands around the Estany
de Banyoles and making its protection compatible with public use.
Institutions Involved:
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Y i Habitatge ¢ UdG

Ajuntament  Ajuntament g
de Banyoles  de Porqueres I'estany

Duration: 1st November 2003 to 30th April 2007

Monetary Contributions:

Initial Budget: €864.544

50% ofithe budget came from European funds

Final Cost: €1,023,042.60

(The Territori i Paisatge Foundationdoubled its contribution to
purchaseiland)

Project Surface Area: 408.7 ha;




Project
Roll-Out

The Estany de Banyoles Life project has carried out activities to recover highl
valued habitats and species whilst counteracting and regulating whatever
could represent a threat to the ecosystem.

Main Threats:

-Extremely high visitor numbers
-Excessive sporting and leisure activities \ \\ ;

-Introduction of foreign species W
-Infrastructures and urbanisation
-Landscaping of the environment
-Artificial canals and streams 3
-Draining of wetlands ) -

T rojéct has &arried out 26 activities govering:
e creation of aPorqueresjand Banyaoles inter-municipal manage
the Cons@rci de I'Estany
-The purch@se of ecologically valuable land
-The recovefy of old\drained wetlan
-The maintg€nance ofi\vegetation and'the removal of fofeign
-The impr ent ofithe footpath fetwork

-The plan and mahagement ofithe area

-The inve tin infgastructure services
-Technicaflanalyses and the revisi egulatiéns
-The devealopment of use regulation legal dg€um

-Public aWlareness and jpr: tio
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Terrain for
Recovering
Wetlands

A total of 21,98 hectares of land has been purchased
Total Cost: €395.830,49

Land Features:

-Near the Estany de Banyoles

-Ideal for recovering wetlands

-Flat land in the shape of a gentle basin
-Proximity to underground springs
-Right price

LIFE purchases

. Banyoles Town Council
4 . Porqueres Town Council

I:I Territori i Paisatge Foundation

Properties prior to LIFE

|:| Public land
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New
Lake

5 temporary lakes have
been created with a variable
flooding possibility and
shallow nature which are
fed by underground water
sources from springs and
artesian wells. Lake dels Amaradors

Lo s

Lake de I'Aulina Lake d'en Margarit i pool de la Deu de can Morgat

Total floodable area: 10ha.
Average depth: between 30 and 50'cm
Maximum depth: between1.5 and 2 m

These lakes are ideal for wetland flora and fauna, especially the shallow
water. In the first year, amphibians, aquatic birds, roe-deer and, above all,
otters were observed and, in'some cases, born.
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Small Ortolan Dragonfly




Protecting the Habit
Flora and Fauna

In the project activity area there are several interesting habitats, most
catalogued as priorities for conservation in accordance with
European regulations.

Holm oak

Riparian forests

\

Mediterranean wetlandsj Saw-grass beds Underwater vegetation Surface vegetation Reed beds

A large diversity of fauna is present with a good number of protected spgci
both inndomestic and European legislation. Fifteen of these specie§are Gited
in'the European Union Habitat Directive and a further twenty-eight i the
Wild Bird Directive.

Terrapin Tree frog Brine shrimp King“sher Spanish Moon Moth

All the habitat and Bora and fauna species diversity with valuable conse
tion interest has undergone di erent improvement activities.

Naturalisation and restoration of] Invading exotic Planting of local Installation of
alteredand degraded areas species control species fauna trails




