
LIFE for the 
Estany de Banyoles
The Life Nature Project 
Recuperation of the Aquatic Environment 
of Porqueres and Banyoles

A Highly Valuable
Wetland Area
The Estany de Banyoles, with its collection of surrounding 
lakes and water sources, is the most important karstic 
system in Catalonia.

The area is fed by underground water from the Alta Garrotxa 
and home to a wide variety of wetland flora and fauna.

Thanks to its valuable ecology and setting, the area has been 
awarded several domestic and international accolades: 

-Area of Natural Interest – PEIN
-National Historical Garden of Interest
-Wetland of International Importance (Ramsar)
-Natura 2000 Network

The Life 
Nature Project
The Life Nature project is a support tool programmes introduced by 
the European Union in 1992 concerning the conservation of 
habitats and species of community interest. 

The Estany de Banyoles Life Project
Title: Recuperation of the aquatic environment in Porqueres and 
Banyoles.
Objective: Recovering and extending the wetlands around the Estany 
de Banyoles and making its protection compatible with public use. 
Institutions Involved:

Duration: 1st November 2003 to 30th April 2007
Monetary Contributions:
Initial Budget: €864.544 
50% of the budget came from European funds
Final Cost: €1,023,042.60  
(The Territori i Paisatge Foundation doubled its contribution to 
purchase land)
Project Surface Area: 408.7 ha.

Ajuntament 
de Porqueres

UdG

Published by: Consorci de l’Estany - Plaça dels estudis, 2 -17820 Banyoles  -Tel./Fax. 972576495 - consorci@consorcidelestany.org - www.estanyespainatural.net
Text and coordination Escola de Natura Photographs X.M. Laburu Van Woudenberg and Consorci de l’Estany Design Martirià Pagès
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Terrain for
Recovering
Wetlands 
A total of 21.98 hectares of land has been purchased 
Total Cost: €395.830,49  

Land Features:
-Near the Estany de Banyoles
-Ideal for recovering wetlands 
-Flat land in the shape of a gentle basin 
-Proximity to underground springs 
-Right price 

Total floodable area: 10ha.
Average depth: between 30 and 50 cm 
Maximum depth: between 1.5 and 2 m

These lakes are ideal for wetland flora and fauna, especially the shallow 
water. In the first year, amphibians, aquatic birds, roe-deer and, above all, 
otters were observed and, in some cases, born. 

Project
Roll-Out
The Estany de Banyoles Life project has carried out activities to recover highly-
valued habitats and species whilst counteracting and regulating whatever 
could represent a threat to the ecosystem.
Main Threats:

-Extremely high visitor numbers 
-Excessive sporting and leisure activities 
-Introduction of foreign species 
-Infrastructures and urbanisation 
-Landscaping of the environment 
-Artificial canals and streams 
-Draining of wetlands 

The project has carried out 26 activities covering: 
-The creation of a Porqueres and Banyoles inter-municipal management body: 

the Consorci de l’Estany 
-The purchase of ecologically valuable land 
-The recovery of old drained wetlands 
-The maintenance of vegetation and the removal of foreign species 
-The improvement of the footpath network 
-The planning and management of the area 
-The investment in infrastructure and services 
-Technical analyses and the revision of regulations 
-The development of use regulation legal documents 
-Public awareness and promotion

New
Lake 
5 temporary lakes have 
been created with a variable 
flooding possibility and 
shallow nature which are 
fed by underground water 
sources from springs and 
artesian wells. Lake dels Amaradors

Lake de l’Aulina Lake d’en Margarit i pool de la Deu de can Morgat 

Lake de l’Artiga 

Teal Otter Black-winged stilt

Small Ortolan Grebe Dragonfly

Banyoles Town Council

Porqueres Town Council

Territori i Paisatge Foundation

 LIFE purchases 

Properties prior to LIFE 

Public land 
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Movement 
Nature’s Foe 
To make habitat protection compatible with the open nature of the area, a 
succession of activities have been undertaken to plan out the area, and aid both 
circulation and information of pedestrians without putting the environment at 
risk:  

-Laying of littoral gang boards and wooden footbridges 
-Setting up vantage points and observation points 
-Installing boundary fences 
-Setting up and signposting pedestrian routes 
-Adjusting paths and springs 

Protecting the Habitats, 
Flora and Fauna
In the project activity area there are several interesting habitats, most 
catalogued as priorities for conservation in accordance with 
European regulations.

 

A large diversity of fauna is present with a good number of protected species, 
both in domestic and European legislation. Fifteen of these species are cited 
in the European Union Habitat Directive and a further twenty-eight in the 
Wild Bird Directive. 

All the habitat and ßora and fauna species diversity with valuable conserva-
tion interest has undergone di�erent improvement activities.

Awareness 
to Protect 
So as to raise awareness of both the natural values in the area and the Life 
project actions, di�erent activities have been organised such as guided tours, 
talks, seminars and family routes, as well as di�erent promotional and 
educational material being produced.
-Posters and information leaßets 
-Webpage 
-Children•s stories 
-Videos
-Teaching resources 

Mediterranean wetlands

Terrapin Tree frog Brine shrimp King“sher Spanish Moon Moth

Saw-grass beds Underwater vegetation Surface vegetation Reed beds

Riparian forests

Holm oak

Planting of local
 species 

Installation of
 fauna trails 

Invading exotic 
species control 

Naturalisation and restoration of 
alteredand degraded areas 


