








G
re

en
 a

w
ar

d
s

AlterIAS (BE)

Invasive alien plants are exotic spe-
cies introduced outside their natural 
habitat by people. AlterIAS produced 
a code of conduct on invasive plants, 
which was adopted by more than one 
thousand signatories in Belgium’s 
horticulture sector. As a result, 200 
Belgian garden centres stopped selling 28 invasive alien species, 
replacing them with plants with a similar function. The code of 
conduct has been replicated in France and will serve as a model for 
other countries to adopt.

Andalusian Lynx Introduction (ES)

LIFE has helped the Iberian lynx come back 
from the edge of extinction. This project 
carried out reintroductions that increased 
the size and range of the Iberian lynx pop-
ulation in Andalusia. More than 200 000 
hectares of land are now managed in a 
way that the lynx finds suitable. Numbers 
of rabbits – its main prey - have increased. 
With LIFE’s support, the Iberian lynx is no longer officially classed 
as ‘critically endangered’.  

BurrenLIFE (EI)

The Burren, an of area natural beauty, is being protected thanks 
to sustainable agriculture introduced under LIFE in collaboration 
with 20 farms. The new model consists of methods for calculating  

sustainable grazing regimes and 
new supplementary feeding sys-
tems. By optimising support mecha-
nisms and the use of forage, the 
project has ensured a favourable 
status for priority habitats as well as 
for the local economy.

BSPB LIFE+ SAVE THE RAPTORS (BG)

SAVE THE RAPTORS increased 
the national population of impe-
rial eagles in Bulgaria from 16 to 
25 breeding pairs, largely thanks 
to 37 new artificial nests. It also 
managed land in a way that main-
tains colonies of the eagle’s fa-
vourite meal, the European ground squirrel. It also established a 
good cooperation with the local energy company to insulate power 
cables and avoid imperial eagles being electrocuted.

SloWolf (SI)

SloWolf focused on the long-term conservation of Slovenia’s 
wolves. It mapped the country’s wolf population for the first time 
and drafted a wolf management action plan. This identified po-
tential ‘hot spots’ for conflict between wolves and humans. The 
project then recommended best practices to avoid it. Since these 
measures were introduced, compensation payments to farmers 
for damage to livestock have been 
reduced and fewer wolves killed 
illegally.
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C L I M a T e  a C T I O n  P R O J E C T S 

ACUMEN (UK)

When landfill sites are closed they con-
tinue to emit methane, contributing to 
climate change. ACUMEN pioneered the 
use of innovative technologies for captur-
ing and utilising methane, such as flaring 
gases. The project demonstrated the cost 
effectiveness of re-using captured meth-
ane for electricity generation. Closed land-
fill sites could become a source of income 
rather than a financial burden for local authorities across Europe.

AgriClimateChange (ES) 

AgriClimateChange developed a new as-
sessment tool to help farms cut fossil fuel 
use and improve carbon storage. The pro-
ject tested the tool in 149 farms in Spain, 
France, Germany and Italy. The results 
were used to draw up action plans and im-
plement measures that reduce emissions 
and energy use by 10-40%, all without hit-
ting farmers in the pocket.

ClimaBiz (GR) 

ClimaBiz was the first full-scale 
climate change adaptation ini-
tiative by a financial institution 
in Greece. Piraeus Bank devel-
oped tools to help businesses 

estimate the financial cost of climate change and the investment 
needed to adapt. The project gave bank staff the skills to assess 
climate change adaptation investments and more than 4 500 
companies received free consultations.

DYEMOND SOLAR (SE) 

Could phone chargers be a thing 
of the past? The Swedish pro-
ject Dyemond Solar developed 
an innovative dyesensitised so-
lar cell that can be used indoors 
as well as outside. The cells 
are screen-printed using nano-
materials. Efficient, cheap and lightweight, they can be wrapped 
around almost any surface. The simple and scalable production 
method is cost effective and has a low environmental impact: no 
toxic materials or emissions.

SLIDE IN (SE)

The SLIDE IN project in Sweden 
showed how old trolley bus 
networks can be revived for 
fossil-fuel free transport. The 
overhead wires of the network 
in Landskrona recharge elec-
tric buses as they move. The 
SLIDE IN concept allows the fully-charged bus to disconnect from 
the wires and drive on public roads, increasing its range. This zero 
emissions system cuts energy use by 50%, avoids air pollution and 
improves life for drivers and passengers. G
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http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=4246
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=3655
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=3443
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=3667
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=3922
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1   Executive Agency for Small and Medium-sized  
Enterprises (EASME)

2  LIFE programme

3   Directorate General for Employment, Social Affairs and 
Inclusion (DG EMPL)

4   European Green Capital and European Green Leaf 
Awards (EGCA/EGL)

5   European Business Awards for the Environment (EBAE)

6   Directorate General for Internal Market, Industry,  
Entrepreneurship and SMEs (GROW)

7  Directorate General for Education and Culture (EAC)

8  EU Solidarity Corps
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Visit the LIFe website:  
ec.europa.eu/life

More information about the 25 anniversary of LIFE at   
http://life-25.eu/

#LIFE25NATUrA

25 years of EU supporting Nature,   
Environment and Climate Action through LIFE


