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 REGIO. 

Minutes 
European Network of Environmental Authorities –Managing Authorities (ENEA-MA) 

Plenary Meeting 
Brussels, 13 October 2010 

Participants 
58 participants; ENEA-MA Members representing 22 MSs (EAs from 20 MSs1 and MAs from 7 MSs2); 
observer from Norway; EEA; EEA and Norway grants; 6 representatives of NGOs (Bankwatch, WWF, REC, 
Bird Life, Bulgarian Coalition of EU Funds); DG CLIMA, DG ENV, DG
 
Co-chairing 
 
Georges Kremlis (DG ENV, Head of Unit, A3 Unit, Cohesion Policy and Environmental Impact Assessments) 
and John Walsh (DG REGIO, DG REGIO, Deputy Head of Unit, D2 Unit, Thematic coordination, innovation) 
 
Presentations 
 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/integration/cohesion_policy_en.htm 
 
Morning session 
 
Introduction 
John Walsh stressed a need to strengthen the delivery and absorption of funds available within the 
current programming period and prepare for the transition to the next financial perspective: 
• Challenge: low absorption of funds for environmental projects (end of September 2009: only 22% 

of CP allocated to sustainable growth; 27% average). DG REGIO is focused on improving the 
delivery of the current programming period and transition to the next programming period. 2010. 

• EU Strategic Reports on Cohesion Policy (http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/policy/reporting/) 
provide an overview of the progress of Member States towards achieving the European Union's 
goals at its mid-term. They are also a useful basis for Member States to improve performances and 
will act as an impetus for results-oriented policies. There show weaknesses in collecting indicators 
which should be improved. 

• The Draft Communication on Regional Policy contributing to sustainable growth in Europe 2020 
focuses on ways/good practices to increase the absorption rate of Regional Policy funding.     

 
Draft Sustainable Growth Communication 
Mathieu Fichter (DG REGIO, D2 Unit, Thematic coordination, innovation) introduced the draft Communication 
on Regional Policy contributing to Sustainable Growth  
in EU 2020 (presentation available at ENEA-MA site).  
 
The Communication sets out the role for Regional Policy in contributing to the implementation of the Europe 
2020 strategy, and in particular to the flagship initiative, 'Resource Efficient Europe'.  It focused on how 
Managing Authorities can realign current Regional Policy programmes (the last three years of the current period 
2007-13) to Europe 2020 sustainable growth objectives. 
 
It is expected that it will be published in early 2011. It will be accompanied by a more detailed document – Staff 
Working Paper (under the same title).  
 
The Communication has drawn, among others, on the ENEA-MA Climate Change WG Report 
 
Aldo Douvan Ravazzi (Italian EA) commented that the Communication's reference to sustainable 
growth/resource efficiency can be better used at ministries of economy level. He also referred to other initiatives 
on resource efficiency – OECD, UNEP. 
                                                 
1 AT, BE, BG, CY, CZ, DE, EE, ES, FI, GR, HU, IT, LV, LT, MT, NL, PL, PT, RO, SK,  
2 GR, HU, IT, PT, RO, SI, UK.  It should be taken into account that some EAs are also MAs (Environment OP) so in 
practice, there were more MAs.  
 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/integration/cohesion_policy_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/policy/reporting/
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Peter Torkler (WWF) informed that a study is being carried out on eco-innovation by the WWF. Accordingly, 
50% of businesses start without considering eco-innovation. Study to be presented at the next ENEA-MA (tbc). 
 
John Walsh mentioned a new DG REGIO networking tool (https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/regionetwork2020/). It 
is possible to create a dedicated forum for ENEA-MA. 
 
Position of ENEA-MA on integrating environment into future Cohesion Policy 
 
The session was introduced by the presentation of Joris Pinkster (the Netherlands Ministry Environment) on the 
environmental dimension of the new financial perspective 2014-2020 - conclusions of the Hague workshop. The 
workshop was organized for people who work in the Environment Ministries on the preparation of the best 
possible environmental input in the future financial perspective (presentation available at ENEA-MA site). 
 
He emphasised some points shared by the workshop's participants: it is important to have a long-term vision for 
environmental policies/strategies; Environment Council should be further involved in the discussions; climate 
and energy came as priority issues.  
 
An academic conference on a similar topic will be organised in Hungary on 9-10 February 2011.      
 
Giovanni Brunelli raised an issue on how to implement a more recognisable and efficient budget line dedicated 
to climate/energy. This could be further addressed by the Netherlands and Hungary in the framework of the 
Hungarian event and other follow-up activities. 
 
Markus Trilling (Bankwatch) informed participants that on 18 November 2010, a group of NGOs will present a 
comprehensive vision for a greener, fairer, and more effective EU budget, providing green jobs, and tuned to 
tackling the core environmental challenges of our time: climate change, biodiversity loss and resource 
inefficiency (a separate note will be sent to ENEA-MA members regarding this document/vision).  
  
John Walsh commented that there needs to be a new development paradigm. Three priorities of Europe 2020, 
smart, sustainable and inclusive growth, are not sectoral priorities. This is a new huge challenge. How to do eco-
innovation without limiting ourselves to energy efficiency? What type of public funding to provide? What could 
be an added value of the Cohesion policy? We look at conditionality. How to translate it into programmes?  
 
Georges Kremlis commented that Article 113 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union is a 
powerful 'tool' at our disposal. He also referred to a cross-cutting nature of climate and biodiversity. We need to 
support through indirect environmental investments to support environmental causes. This could be done via 
climate can biodiversity proofing (during construction and life-time of the project). Territorial co-operation is 
another challenge – how could it be reflected?  Irrespectively of integrating environment as a cross-cutting issue, 
we would still need funding for implementing investment heavy directives. Finally, the Commission needs to 
take a global view to see synergies and opportunities for supporting environment. Our focus is only on Cohesion 
Policy; whereas other programmes might as well or better support resource efficiency, etc.  
 
Georges Kremlis also stressed that we need 'environmental hooks' in the new Regulation (first half of next year) 
and see whether there is a need for environmental earmarking and/to what extent. Instead of amending the 
Regulation in the future, e.g. amendment of the current Regulation to allow for energy efficiency, we should 
provide enough 'hooks'.     
 
As a next point is this session, Agata Payne (DG ENV, Cohesion Policy and Environmental Impact Assessments 
Unit) made an overview of inputs received with the ad hoc interventions of ENEA-MA members who provided 
their contributions on lessons learnt in integrating environmental aspects and future Cohesion Policy. Alex Huke 
(South West Regional Development Agency, UK) and Olga Escaloya (Spanish Network of EAs) have elaborated 
on their regional/national experience. This joint presentation was finalised by Gottfried Lammers (Austrian EA) 
who has prepared 20 'provocative' reflection points to stimulate our further discussion (joint presentation is 
available at ENEA-MA site).   
 

                                                 
3 Article 11 (ex Article 6 TEC): "Environmental protection requirements must be integrated into the definition and 
implementation of the Union policies and activities, in particular with a view to promoting sustainable development." 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:115:0047:0199:EN:PDF). 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/regionetwork2020/
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Note that the conclusions of this part of the meeting as well as inputs received from ENEA-MA members will be 
reviewed as a part of work of the WG on Future Cohesion Policy. The WG's Terms of Reference document was 
introduced at the end of this session. The following MSs/ENEA participants expressed their interest to join this 
new WG: AT, CZ, EE, GR, HU, IT, MT, NL, PL. Bankwatch/WWF and REC.  
 
Afternoon Session 
 
Integrating climate change into Cohesion Policy 
 
Istvan Laszlo Bart (DG CLIMA, C3 Unit, Adaptation) made a presentation on 'How to integrate Climate Change 
into Cohesion Policy?' (presentation available at http://prezi.com/ncy4nckmtofb/copy-of-copy-of-how-to-
integrate-climate-change-into-cohesion-policy/). He referred, among others, to conditionality and carbon 
neutrality at OP/project level. It was the first opportunity for DG CLIMA to get directly involved in the ENEA-
MA's activities. George Kremlis re-confirmed a need to have DG CLIMA as a 'co-driver' of the ENEA-MA. 
 
Mid-term evaluation 
 
Markus Trilling (Bankwatch) gave a presentation on critical aspects of EU funds implementation at its mid-term 
(Cohesion policy 2007-2013: Cohesion Policy supporting energy efficiency measures). He was followed by the 
Bulgarian Coalition for sustainable use of EU funds who highlighted some lessons learnt from Bulgaria - Civil 
monitoring report on EU structural funds in Bulgaria: lessons learnt (presentations available at ENEA-MA 
website). 
 
Biodiversity and Cohesion Policy WG: Draft recommendations for future Cohesion Policy 
 
Örs Szilárd Marczin (Hungarian Ministry of Rural Development, Department of Environmental Policy) made a 
presentation on behalf of the ENEA-MA Biodiversity and Cohesion Policy WG and its draft Recommendations 
on Biodiversity and Cohesion Policy (presentation available at ENEA-MA site). The issue of biodiversity 
proofing was discussed which should be reflected more in future work of the WG.  
 
Latest developments in SURF nature project  
 
Peter Torkler (WWF) made an update on latest developments in SURF nature project (results of the analysis of 
44 Operational Programmes and biodiversity spending under ERDF (presentation available at ENEA-MA site). 
  
Next steps 
• Create 'ENEA-MA' group (open discussion forum) and ask the members to join within DG REGIO 

networking tool; it can be used, among others, to consultations on the ENEA-MA's input on the future 
Cohesion Policy; https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/regionetwork2020/, by end December 2010. 

• Future Cohesion Policy WG: 13-14 December 2010 (Brussels). 
• Next Biodiversity and Cohesion Policy WG: 28-29 March 2011 (Murcia).  
• Next plenary meeting: 12-13 April 2011 (Budapest). 
 

http://prezi.com/ncy4nckmtofb/copy-of-copy-of-how-to-integrate-climate-change-into-cohesion-policy/
http://prezi.com/ncy4nckmtofb/copy-of-copy-of-how-to-integrate-climate-change-into-cohesion-policy/
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/regionetwork2020/

