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MEETING OF THE 

ENEA-MA WORKING GROUP ON BIODIVERSITY IN 2014-2020 OPERATIONAL 

PROGRAMMES 

26 NOVEMBER 2013, BRUSSELS, BELGIUM 

 

Minutes 

 

PRESENT 

Member States: Bulgaria (BG), Estonia (EE), Greece (EL), Lithuania (LT), Poland (PL). 

NGOs: WWF 

European Commission (COM): Milena Novakova, Przemyslaw Oginski, Maja Mikosinska 

(DG Environment), Sabine Kollbrunner (DG REGIO). 

AGENDA ITEMS AND CONCLUSIONS 

 

1.  OPENING AND APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA AND PREVIOUS MINUTES 

The meeting was opened and chaired by Milena Novakova (MN), who welcomed the 

members of the ENEA-MA Biodiversity Working Group in Brussels.  The draft minutes from 

the meeting in June 2013 were approved.   

 

2.  INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK UPDATE ON THE EUROPEAN STRUCTURAL 

AND INVESTMENT FUNDS. UPDATE ON THE LEGISLATIVE PACKAGE 

MN informed that on 20 November the European Parliament adopted the Regulations' 

package. DG REGIO is presenting the final version and details in the ENEA Plenary meeting 

on 27 November 2013.  

 

3. BIODIVERSITY MAINSTREAMING ACROSS THE THEMATIC OBJECTIVES 

(2014-2020) 

3.1 Preparation of PAs and OPs – current state of play 

COM informed that to date most MSs have already submitted the first draft of their 

Partnership Agreements. DG ENV comments inter alia, address biodiversity and nature 

integration in the PAs.  The members of the WG shared their experience, noting pending 
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issues too, i.e. submission of the PAFs (LT, EL); development of indicators (PL). BG noted 

that it prepared background national guidance document on climate change and biodiversity 

mainstreaming in the next financial period. EE shared its concerns and commitment to 

properly address biodiversity and Natura 2000 despite the fact that the position paper does 

not acknowledge either of them as a priority.  

3.2 The multi-benefits concept - implementation 

 DG REGIO presented the Guide to Multi-Benefit Cohesion Policy Investments in Nature and 

Green Infrastructure, jointly prepared by the Institute for European Environmental Policy 

(IEEP) and Milieu, with contributions from DG ENV and DG REGIO.  

The objective of the guidance document is to facilitate the national authorities and 

stakeholders in the EU Member States, and regions, with practical examples that can enable 

and an efficient and successful implementation of measures on nature and green 

infrastructure through the Cohesion Policy.  The guidance document is complemented by a 

set of case studies and good practices showing possible way ahead. 

 

4. FINANCING BIODIVERSITY – THE NEW LIFE REGULATION 

Maja Mikosinska (DG ENV, Unit E.3) presented the new LIFE Regulation, which is the only 

EU financial instrument dedicated to financing environment.  The LIFE Regulation should 

promote implementation and integration of environment and climate objectives in other 

policies and Member State's practice, including mainstreaming. It addresses the EU priorities, 

i.e. resource efficiency, biodiversity loss and climate change adaptation and mitigation. The 

Regulation establishes two sub-programmes, i.e.: (i) LIFE sub-programme for Environment, 

including as priorities environment and resource efficiency, nature and biodiversity, and 

governance and information, and (ii) LIFE sub-programme for Climate Action, including as 

priorities adaptation, mitigation, and governance and information.  

The structure of each of the sub-programmes, as well as the types of the funding and projects, 

are explained in the presentation, available on ENEA web-page. 

 

5. FINANCING NATURA 2000 

5.1. Current state of play 

Przemyslaw Oginski (DG ENV, Unit B.3) informed on the progress of the PAFs submissions 

and the state of play. The Member States prepare and submit for the first time PAFs. The 

assessment shows that the documents differ in quality. Most of the documents are complete, 

and provide sufficient evidence of the priorities and the funding opportunities. However, 
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certain documents still are missing key information, e.g. better prioritisation, or sound 

analysis on the use and means of conservation as a driver for wider socio-economic benefits. 

The complete presentation is available on ENEA web-page. 

5.2. Update on the contract on Financing Natura 2000 – guidelines' updates and 

national seminars 

Peter Torkler (WWF) informed the group about the outcomes on updating the Financing 

Natura 2000 Guidance Handbook.  WWF developed a toolkit to assess the consistency 

between the PAFs and the Operational Programmes. Latest information can be accessed on: 

http://www.financing-natura2000.eu/. 

 

6. LATEST DEVELOPMENTS UNDER TARGET 2 BIODIVERSITY 

STRATEGY TO 2020.   

MN  informed the group on the latest developments under Target 2 (Maintain and restore 

ecosystems and their services)  of the EU Biodiversity Strategy to 2020. 

The three Working Groups (MAES, Green Infrastructure/Restoration and Prioritisation 

Framework and No-Net-Loss ) have continued working in parallel, supported by a number of 

studies, service contracts and workshops. 

In May 2014 DG ENV and DG RTD are organizing a conference on the mapping and 

assessment of ecosystems and ecosystem services at which the outputs from the MAES 

activities will be presented. Member States' participation and contribution to this conference 

will be crucial. 

With regard to GI, the Commission is also preparing a brochure on GI for the wider public.  

The Commission plans to revive the Green Infrastructure working group to collect views 

from Member States and stakeholders on how the enabling framework of actions developed 

by the Commission could best be taken forward by MS and civil society. The working group 

is foreseen to concentrate on the implementation of actions of the GI Strategy and share best 

practices at national, regional and local level. Regarding inter-institutional work, the 

Lithuanian Presidency took the GI as a lunch item at the October Environment council.  In 

early November 2013, a joint CoR and EESC conference  on GI took place. 

Concerning the Restoration Prioritisation Framework Action 6a of the EU biodiversity 

strategy needs to be noted. By 2014, the Member States, with the assistance of the 

Commission, will develop a strategic framework to set priorities for ecosystem restoration at 

sub-national, national and EU level.  On the basis of the discussions in the RPF working 

group, the output from the workshop held in May and the work carried out by the contractor, 

considerable progress has been made towards a common understanding of the 15% 

restoration target and how Member States could move forward to identify priorities for 

http://www.financing-natura2000.eu/
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restoration. The Commission intends to consolidate the results of the last 12 months of work 

as a guidance document, possibly in the form of a Commission services' working paper, to be 

published at the beginning of 2014. It is hoped that the Member States will take this guidance 

into account when developing their framework for setting restoration priorities at the sub-

national and national levels.  

The 6
th

 and last meeting of the NNL WG took place on 4 July 2013. Three outcome 

documents were finalised, reflecting the views of the members of the NNL WG on the scope 

and objectives of the EU NNL initiative, possible operational principles, and a glossary of 

terms agreed within the WG. These documents are available on the Europa biodiversity 

webpages
1
.  

As support for Action 7 (of Target 2), the Commission's recently published "Background 

Study towards biodiversity proofing of the EU budget"
2
 examines the opportunities for 

"Biodiversity-proofing" the EU budget, which is defined in the study as a structured process 

of ensuring the effective application of tools to avoid or at least minimize harmful impacts of 

EU spending and to maximise the biodiversity benefits. It applies to all spending streams 

under the EU budget, across the whole budgetary cycle and at all levels of governance. The 

study gives recommendations on the first steps and on the entry points of "biodiversity 

proofing" the EU budget with a focus on the CAP Pillar 1 and 2, ERDF, Cohesion Fund, 

CEF, TEN-E, TEN-T, EMFF, Horizon 2020 and the LIFE Programme. The biodiversity 

proofing tools or entry points are developed from the perspective of the EU, Member States 

and Regions; it explains where each of these actors could potentially interfere and how they 

can help the biodiversity proofing process. 

Now, further work is needed to develop and test a concrete framework for biodiversity 

proofing the EU budget for Commission Services and Member States, to ensure consistency 

between the implementation of biodiversity policy and other EU policies. The Commission is 

therefore in the process of launching a new contract to support this work. It will build on the 

'biodiversity proofing' tools and preliminary framework developed in the previous contract, 

whilst adapting the output to the outcome of the negotiations on the 2014-2020 Multiannual 

Financing Framework. It will provide an overview of the intervention points for different 

levels of decision-making, as well as the instruments that can be used and the synergies that 

can be achieved with parallel processes. The new contract is expected to start in December 

2013 and last for six months. A workshop is planned around Spring in this context to get 

feedback on an initial version of the biodiversity-proofing common framework at regional, 

national and EU level.  

 

                                                           
1 http://ec.europa.eu/evironment/nature/biodiversity/nnl/index_en.htm 

 

2 http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/biodiversity/comm2006/pdf/BD%20Proofing%20Main%20Report.pdf 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/biodiversity/nnl/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/biodiversity/comm2006/pdf/BD%20Proofing%20Main%20Report.pdf
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7. ENEA- MA WG BIODIVERSITY – ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND MANDATE 

(FEBRUARY 2012 – NOVEMBER 2013) & CONCLUSIONS 

MN made an overview of the ENEA-MA WG Biodiversity mandate and its accomplishments 

since its beginning in February 2012. She noted the value of the paper prepared by the group 

on Integration of Biodiversity and Natura 2000 in Partnership Agreements and Operational 

Programmes, 2014-2020.  She informed that the ENEA Plenary meeting on the next day will 

discuss the future arrangements and possible ways for organizing the work on particular 

issues.   

In conclusion, she expressed gratitude to all ENEA-WG Biodiversity members for their 

commitment, diligent performance and positive attitude in participating and contributing to 

the work of the ENEA-MA WG Biodiversity (2012-2014). 
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MEETING OF THE 

ENEA-MA WORKING GROUP ON BIODIVERSITY IN 2014-2020 OPERATIONAL PROGRAMMES 

26 NOVEMBER 2013, BRUSSELS 

DG ENVIRONMENT   BU-5 04/022 

 

AGENDA 

 

Chairing: Milena NOVAKOVA (DG ENV, Unit B.2)  

10:00 1 Welcome and approval of the 

minutes from the previous meeting 

(05 June 2013, Brussels) 

Milena NOVAKOVA  

10:10 2 Institutional Framework Update on 

the European Structural and 

Investment Funds. Update on the 

legislative package  

Mathieu FICHTER 

10:30 3 Biodiversity mainstreaming across 

the thematic objectives (2014-2020)  

 

 3.1 Preparation of PAs and OPs – current 

state of play. 

ENEA WG Biodiversity Members, 

DG ENV, DG REGIO 

 3.2 The multi-benefits concept - 

implementation 

Mathieu FICHTER 

11.15 4 Financing biodiversity – the new LIFE 

Regulation  

Maja MIKOSINSKA (DG ENV, Unit 

E.3) 

12:00 Lunch 

13:30 5 Financing Natura 2000 (Article 8 

Habitats Directive – PAFs)  

Przemyslaw OGINSKI (DG ENV Unit 

B.3)  

 5.1 Current state of play  

 5.2 Update on the contract on Financing 

Natura 2000 – guidelines' updates 

Peter TORKLER (WWF) 

Przemyslaw OGINSKI (DG ENV Unit 
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and national seminars B.3) 

14:15 6 Latest developments under Target 2 

Biodiversity Strategy to 2020.   

Milena NOVAKOVA 

14:45 7 ENEA-MA WG Biodiversity – 

accomplishments and mandate  

(February 2012 – November 2013) 

Milena NOVAKOVA, 

ENEA-MA WG Biodiversity 

members 

16:30 8 Conclusions Milena NOVAKOVA 

 

 


