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Participants 
About 50 participants representing 17 MSs, including, 14  representatives of environmental authorities; 6 
from managing authorities; 2 from EA/MA; observers (EEA, WWF, Bankwatch, REC, Jaspers, 
IEEP/Institute for European Environmental Policy, Milieu and BG Perm Rep); and the EC (DG AGRI, DG 
CLIMA, DG REGIO and DG ENV). 
 
EU Cohesion Policy 2014-2020 
Agnes Kelemen, DG REGIO, C1 Unit, Conception, forward studies, impact assessment 
The speaker updated the audience about the on-going preparations to the next financial perspective, in 
particular, as regards the aim, elements, nature and timing of the Common Strategic Framework. 
 
Innovation for Sustainable Growth: the regional research and innovation strategies for smart specialisation 
Mathieu Fichter, DG REGIO, D2 Unit, Thematic coordination, innovation 
M. Fichter's presentation focused on the following issues: 
• Cohesion policy 2014 -2020: the Smart Specialisation Strategies; and 
• Innovation for Sustainable Growth: innovation in the environment sector. 
He encouraged MSs to include environment, energy, and climate change into Innovation/Innovation 
Strategies (there is an ex-ante conditionality regarding national innovation strategies).  Investments in 
innovation for environment could, among others, focus on: water efficiency, water recycling; development 
and deployment of monitoring systems in biodiversity, air quality, etc.; ecosystem services and payment for 
ecosystem services; geographic and environmental information systems (GMES – Inspire Directive); 
resource efficiency; and eco-innovations in companies/SMEs, etc. This is, in particular, important for more 
developed regions with focus on innovation (ringfencing). 
 
Integrated strategies and funding for sustainable urban development: the new Regulations 
Asger Munk, DG REGIO, C2 Unit, Urban development, territorial cohesion 
A Munk made an overview of the proposal from the European Commission on the urban dimension of 
cohesion policy. The new draft regulation contains an ambitious urban agenda: it will be obligatory to invest 
in integrated urban developments in all MSs (at least 5% of the national share of ERDF). There will be also a 
stronger focus on urban development in strategic documents. As regards environment and climate, there will 
be many opportunities to invest share of the urban funding for these areas.  
 
WWF's assessment of the Regulations Proposals (NGO discussion linked to the on-going debate of the legal 
proposals for Cohesion Policy) 
Peter Törkler, WWF 
WWF presented an ad hoc assessment of the proposed Regulations. The legal proposals provide some good 
'hooks' - steps in the right direction trying to mainstream climate action but they could provide stronger 
incentives to invest in a green economy taking into account natural resources and the value of ecosystem 
services. 
Key issues as seen by NGOs are as follows: 
• Low carbon earmarking is not ambitious enough to meet EU targets; expanding investment priorities 

would make earmarking irrelevant. 
• Concentration on few thematic objectives can in many MS or regions exclude environment from OPs; it 

should be allowed to apply investment priorities across thematic objectives. 
• Strong provisions are needed for environmental proofing (climate and biodiversity) of programmes and 

projects, linked with full transparency of expenditures. 
• Environmental authorities should support strong partnership, in many regions, NGOs and environmental 

authorities work hand in hand towards sustainable development. 
 

Monitoring for result orientation: Tracking results and impacts of cohesion policy - indicators for sustainable 
regional development 
Markus Trilling, Bankwatch 
M. Trilling made a presentation focusing on result indicators. He presented an opinion of the Bankwatch on 
the weaknesses of the  proposed common indicators, including, insufficient link to Europe 2020 objectives 
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and milestones (EE/RE, resource use, poverty, research); and poor informative value and sometimes missing 
any results-oriented element - reporting. He also showed some good practice examples from the current 
programming period. His presentation was accompanied by the Bankwatch paper on indicators (A system of 
indicators to measure progress towards respective objectives and targets in EU Cohesion Policy - an 
essential tool to drive EU countries on a sustainable development path!; An assessment of European 
Commission’s proposal for common indicators in ERDF and CF).  
 
Environmental integration in future Common Agricultural Policy 2014-2020: The CAP towards 2020 
Caroline Raes, DG AGRI, Environment, Genetic Resources and European Innovation Partnership 
DG AGRI's presentation focused on the CAP reform (including, Commission Communication ‘The CAP 
towards 2020’ and legal proposals, priorities for rural development, green payments, cross compliance) as 
well as challenges and opportunities regarding environment.  
 
Green Public Procurement and Cohesion Policy Funding 
Robert Kaukewitsch, DG ENV, C3 Unit, Sustainable production and consumption 
The speaker introduced the legal basis of public procurement and the green public procurement and its 
benefits, as well as obstacles to its implementation. It was followed by an overview of the Communication 
(2008) Public Procurement for a Better Environment and EU Green Public Procurement criteria. More 
information regarding this subject is available at: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/index_en.htm 
   
Roundtable discussion on environment, energy and climate priorities in MSs  
The discussion was carried out in the context of thematic and investment priorities of the proposed ERDF 
and CF Regulations.  
 
The discussion addressed, among others, the following issues: 
• Some MSs (more developed regions) expressed that their focus would be on thematic objective 4 (shift 

to a low carbon economy) because of ringfencing of funds.  
• SEA is often considered as not having sufficient impact on programmes. It is also necessary to ensure 

linkages between ex-ante evaluation and SEA. 
• Ex-ante conditionalities may drive in some cases towards the selection of certain specific thematic 

objectives (to avoid certain ex-ante conditionalities; e.g. is water pricing conditionality). 
• There is a need to ensure that the partnership principle will not be weakened further.    
 
ENEA-MA Working Groups (WGs) 
At present, there are two ENEA-MA WGs: 1) WG on Future Cohesion Policy and 2) ENEA-MA Working 
Group on Biodiversity in the 2014-2020 Operational Programmes. The first WG has been inactive in 2012 (it 
can be re-activiated if needs expressed by the ENEA-MA). The activities of the second WG are on-going 
according to an agreed mandate. The results of its work will be presented at the next ENEA-MA Plenary 
Meeting. 
   
Next ENEA-MA Plenary Meeting: Rome, 18-19 October 2012  
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