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The Make it Work initiative 
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Context, reasons for starting MiW 

• The Environmental acquis has had significant positive effects 
on the environment. 

• Implementation however requires huge efforts and is not 
always effective, because the acquis as a whole is complex 
and the integration into national systems may be 
challenging. 

• MS who want to streamline and modernise their national 
legislation, experience that the acquis lacks coherence and 
is often inconsistent. 
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The EU environmental acquis 

• Regulatory cycle 

• Key tools and procedures 
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Motto and aim MiW 

• Better rules for a better environment. 

• Contribute to making the EU Environmental acquis more fit 
for purpose, efficient and future proof. 
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Deliverables of MiW 

• Organise meetings to exchange views and experiences on 
modernising environmental legislation and implementation. 

• Produce principles for: 

- smart drafting of key tools and procedures in EU 
environmental law 

- a smooth interaction between different EU directives 
and regulations 

(so called drafting principles) 
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MiW organisation 

• Project team: NL, UK, DE, SE, CZ 

• Support by IEEP, Foxgloves Consultancy 

• Work together with Commission and with EU Presidencies 

• Input from around 20 MS at workshops etc. 

• Greening the Semester/EIR Expert Group first port of call for 
discussing MiW topics with all MS and Commission 
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Key characteristics of MiW 

• Member State driven  

• Cross sectoral 

• Bringing together different expertise 

• Close cooperation with Commission 

• Engaging with other EU Institutions, networks (IMPEL, 
NEPA), academia, stakeholders 
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Milestones  

• Drafting principles on Compliance Assurance (inspections) 

- Expert workshop, October 2014 

- Report published, July 2015 

• Drafting principles on Envrionmental reporting 

- Expert workshops, November 2015 and September 2016 

- Report published, November 2016 

• Other MiW workshops, conferences and High Level 
Meetings : Brussels (April 2014), London (February 2015), 
Edinburgh (December 2015), Amsterdam (April 2016) 

 

11 



Drafting principles 
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Drafting principles 

• Principles are concrete, practical and address actual topics. 

• MS and EU institutions apply principles to the extent that 
they think these are useful. 

• MiW does not make any proposals to introduce or to revise 
specific EU directives or regulations. 
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Drafting principles 

• Principles aim at delivering environmental outcomes more 
efficiently and effectively, without lowering existing 
protection standards. Principles drawn up will ensure the 
protection of the environment.  
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Drafting principles for compliance assurance 
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Compliance assurance in current acquis -  
Piecemeal approach 

• Provisions on compliance assurance activities in different 
Directives/Regulations evolved separately.  

• Provisions vary significantly; some lack of consistency. 

• Little attention for how all the requirements interact on 
the ground for MS inspecting authorities who usually are 
responsible for several ‘regimes’. 
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Drafting principles for compliance assurance 

• Starting point: use the recommended set of standard 
provisions developed by Make it Work when 
reviewing/amending Directives and Regulations. 

• Necessary additional sector specific requirements need 
to be explained in a clear and transparent way. 
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Drafting principles for compliance assurance 

• Compliance assurance covers compliance promotion, 
compliance monitoring and enforcement. 

• Focus on risks and achieving outcomes. 

• Allow for integrated planning of compliance assurance 
activities across different pieces of legislation. 
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Drafting principles for compliance assurance 

• Avoid very detailed prescriptive requirements – in stead 
make sure authorities make informed and targeted 
decisions and can be held accountable. 

• Allow for flexibility where this is not affecting protection 
standards, so that new compliance assurance 
approaches and technologies can be tried out and 
implemented. 

• Consider the use of guidance, exchange of best practices 
etc. as an alternative to or complementary to legislation. 
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Drafting principles for compliance assurance 

Principles describe: 

• Types of obligations for which compliance assurance 
provisions could be introduced at EU level 

• Reasons for introducing compliance assurance 

• Definitions for key terms (compliance assurance, compliance 
promotion, compliance monitoring, enforcement) 

• Standard provisions for carrying out compliance assurance: 
- information- and risk-based 

- applying the right mix of compliance assurance activities 

- professionalism, transparency and accountability 

 

21 



22 



Drafting principles for environmental reporting 
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Environmental reporting 

• Information is essential to the development, 
implementation and evaluation of environmental law. 

• Member States are subject to a wide range of obligations 
and commitments to report to EU level bodies (e.g. the 
Commission, EEA). 

• Current environmental monitoring and reporting by 
Member States often requires considerable effort and does 
not always provide the information needed to meet its 
purpose.  
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Working definitions 

• ‘Reporting’ is understood as the predetermined and regular 
transfer of information by Member States to EU level bodies 

•  ‘Information’ includes text, numerical data and spatial data. 
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Content and use drafting principles 

• The Drafting Principles Paper sets out principles and practical 
advice on establishing smarter environmental reporting at EU 
level, whether in a legal or non-legal context. 

• The principles were developed in parallel with the Commission 
Fitness check on environmental reporting. 

• They are written to be used by those developing, reviewing or 
revising environmental reporting at EU level (Com, EEA, MS, 
MEPs). 

• They are written to be applied by the Commission as it further 
undertakes its Fitness Check. 

• The drafting principles form a living document. 
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Structure, stepwise approach 

• The drafting principles take the form of six questions which 
those developing reporting requirements are invited to 
work through in order to ensure reporting is focused, 
effective and efficient. 
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  For what purposes is information needed? 

  What type of information is needed? 

  What criteria does the information have to meet? 

  Is the information already available? 

  How can reporting be made smart? 

  What is the appropriate legal or non-legal setting? 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
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Make it Work in 2017 
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MiW in 2017 

• Monitoring and encouraging use of drafting principles on 
compliance assurance and on environmental reporting, in 
particular by Commission 

• Making links between MiW and EIR where useful  

• New MiW theme to pick up (now explored): how can 
(EU) environmental law facilitate and encourage innovation and 
how can existing barriers be removed/prevented 

• Organise expert workshops and events for wider MiW community 

• Table MiW topics in Greening the Semester/EIR Expert Group 
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Info on MiW 

• MiW webpages: 
http://www.ieep.eu/work-areas/environmental-
governance/better-regulation/make-it-work 

• MiW video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rERluU34MS0 
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Thank you for your attention! 
 

jan.teekens@minienm.nl 
 kristina.rabe@bmub.bund.de 
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