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Facing the challenge: 

What are the ‘show stoppers’?  
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• To secure a holistic approach to circular economy 

• To do systematic analysis of EU’s raw material 

needs 

• To take into account sector specificities, no on-

size-fits-all 

• To use accurate data and evidence-based 

approach 

Key principles to succeed on circular economy 



Cost-benefit balance / environmental gains 

• Excessive recycling targets are ecologically and 

economically inefficient: +50 % recycling means +200 

cost; 

• The shift from landfilling to recycling and thermal 

recovery takes time, even in wealthy countries 
– E.g. Substantial increase in the amount of plastic packaging to be recycled would 

lead to lower recyclate quality, and the market’s capacity is limited. For lower 

recyclate quality, thermal recovery simply makes more sense in terms of 

climate protection. Excessive recycling targets harm the climate. 

• Right distribution of costs throughout the circular system, 

fairly coupled with benefits, analysis of financial schemes 

fitting the CE model; 

• Impact on global competitiveness of EU economy 

assessed. 
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What are the ‘show-stoppers’? 

• Disparities in Europe and insufficient 

implementation of existing acquis; 

• (Legal) obstacles hampering further acceleration 

of CE (REACH, waste hierarchy, etc.); 

• Weak demand and consumers’ behavior; 

• Incomplete internal market e.g. on secondary 

raw material markets; 

• Unrealistic targets and lack of systematic 

analysis. 
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Disparities among MS 

Study CEC4Europe, 2015 
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Municipal waste mainly goes to landfill 

or is recycled. Municipal waste is 

mainly recycled or incinerated. 

Municipal waste mainly 

goes to landfill. 

Member States in transition 

EU 2030 target 

AT 1989  

AT 2012 

Incineration 

Sources: UBA (2012), POMBERGER, R. (2015) 

Share of municipal waste 

going to landfill varies 
widely across Member 

States. 

• In 6 Member States, 

it is less than 3%. 

• In 18 Member States, 

it is more than 50%  

(and in some cases 

even > 90%) 

 

In Austria, it took 20 

years amid favourable 

economic 

conditions to reduce 
the share of municipal 

waste going to landfill 

from more than 60% to 

less than 1%. 

 



Implementation first! 

• Mapping of existing legislation – its impact on 

circular economy models, interaction, definitions 

and coherent framework; 

• Lack of proper implementation (in 2014, 334 

infringement cases in environmental field); 

• In waste sector - full implementation bringing 

400.000 jobs, with net costs 72 bn EUR lower 

than non-implementation. 
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Demand-side and consumers’ behavior 

• Insufficient level of demand-side – consumer mindset 

• Labelling as a solution? 

• What role for the public sector? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flash Eurobarometer 388, 2014 
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Realistic approach to targets setting 

 Municipal waste – recycling rates - Eurostat 2014 
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Share the knowledge 

• Replication and exchange of best practices – 

European information platforms (especially for 

SMEs) 

• Enhanced cooperation accross value chains and 

economies of scale 

• B2B, B2C, B2G, B2R 

• Efficiency Agencies in different regions of 

Germany 
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Other tools 

• Making best use of R&D&I (possibility of 

introducing Dutch green deals on EU level) 

• Funding – framework programmes for research, 

European Structural and Investment funds, ESIF 

• Leveraging public procurement 

• In the Netherlands – Green deals 
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR 

ATTENTION! 

 

a.affre@businesseurope.eu 
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