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CompraVerde Forum puts spotlight on GPP Zoom in on...the EU Ecolabel 
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The fourth CompraVerde-BuyGreen Forum, held 
on 7-8 October was attended by more than 
4,000 professionals interested in GPP. The Forum, 
which took place in Cremona, Italy, is a key event 
in the GPP calendar. 

This year saw over 150 speakers address the 
themes of building green and sustainable supply 
chains, using ecolabels and environmental 
product declarations in tendering, life-cycle 
costing, and how to monitor GPP – amongst 
many others. 

Special sessions were dedicated to green and 
sustainable procurement for schools, hospitals 
and local authorities. A green ‘Stock Exchange’ 

brought together buyers and suppliers in 600 
one-to-one meetings. 

The importance of building political commitment 
for GPP was underlined, with both the Province 
and City of Cremona signing a voluntary 
agreement to promote eco-innovation. 

The award for the ‘Best Green Tender’ went to the 
Province of Rome for furniture in schools, while 
the award for ‘Best implemented GPP policy’ 
went to the Province of Cagliari. The cities of 
Calcinato and Ferrara received the award for ‘Best 
Green Canteen’. 

The event was organised by the Province of 
Cremona, the Italian Association for Local 
Agenda 21, the Region of Lombardy, Ecosistemi 
and the Adescoop-Agency for Social Economy. 
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On 21 October a meeting of the 
Regulatory Committee for the 
EU Ecolabel voted to adopt new 
criteria for the following product 
groups: 

• Copy and Graphic Paper 
• Desktop Computers and 

Notebooks 
• Light Sources 

Sustainable forest management, 
chlorine emissions to water, 
energy efficiency and the use of 
hazardous substances are among 
the issues addressed. 

flol
A Regulation will be drafted to 
implement the new criteria. 

More information… 

 

Serving sustainable food in Rome’s schools 
Zoom in on…Innovation 
Union 

 

Interview with Claudio 
Baffioni - General Manager 
for the Environmental 
Observatory for 
Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction and Sustainable 
Energy Consumption & 
Production for the City of 
Rome. 

How did Rome 
become such a significant purchaser of 
sustainable food? 
I think that the most important action was our 
move to serve organic food in schools. When 
I speak about food in schools, I am speaking 
about 150,000 meals per day with 70% 
organic food. The other significant move was 
the introduction of organic food in the supply 
chain for agricultural and fishery products. 
The number of stores that specialise in selling 
organic food must also be mentioned as we 

have about 130 of these in Rome. In the end, we 
have a situation where the general consumer is 
an important driver and there is a clear request 
for organic when it comes to schools. I can say 
that in Rome, organic and sustainable food 
plays a really important role in the city’s overall 
concept. 

What advice would you give to other cities 
considering taking similar action? 
What I think is most important is to link up 
institutions that play a role in information 
and education from schools, to sellers and 
producers. For example, Rome has a lot of small 
organic food producers It’s necessary to build 
up a network with these producers to allow 
them to work jointly to meet the needs and 
requests of public buyers, like the city. 

Learn more about Rome’s experiences with 
sustainable canteens through this video. 

On 6 October the European 
Commission published its Europe 
2020 Flagship Initiative, called 
Innovation Union. 

It identifies key areas where greater 
investment in innovation and 
policy cohesion can achieve gains 
in terms of competitiveness and 
sustainability. 

 

The initiative addresses the role 
of public procurement and GPP 
as one of the means of reaching 
these goals. 

Specific measures and funding 
initiatives are also proposed. 

More information… 
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http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/index_en.htm
http://dreamcanteen.ning.com/video/school-dinners-in-rome-dr
http://ec.europa.eu/research/innovation-union/index_en.cfm?pg=key
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Zoom in on…Consultation 
on e-Procurement 

e-Procurement is one of the ways 
public authorities can reduce the 
environmental impact of their 
tendering – while increasing its 
efficiency. 

The availability of specific tools for 
e-Procurement, and how best to 
speed up the process, is addressed 
in a Green Paper published by the 
Commission on 18 October. 

A public hearing on the topic 
“Facilitating e-procurement: what 
can/should the EU do?” will be held 
in Brussels on 25 November 2010 
and the deadline for responses 
to the consultation is 31 January 
2011. 

More information… 

Zoom in on…Combined 
Heat & Power (CHP) 

Case studies 

Ljubljana procures new hybrid fleet (Slovenia) 

In 2009 Ljubljana decided to rationalise the fleet of vehicles used by the city’s public 
administration. This involved the sale of its existing fleet and the leasing over five years 
of 60 cars – of which 10% were specified to be hybrid electric vehicles (HEVs). The choice 
of hybrids based on environmental considerations has allowed Ljubljana to change the 
perceptions of drivers and users of its fleet, as well as reducing fuel consumption and 
emissions. 

Download the full case study here. 

 

Green procurement in Badalona’s schools (Spain) 

The City Council of Badalona has been working with the Ecoinstitut Barcelona to spread 
GPP practices to all of its schools. An analysis of procurement patterns was undertaken 
at six schools for five product groups – school materials, IT equipment, food, cleaning 
and building maintenance. The project led to the development of individual GPP Action 
Plans for each of the schools, together with a Green School Procurement Practice Guide 
available to all schools in the city. 

Download the full case study here.  

 
 

 
As winter approaches the 
heating goes on in many 
public buildings, raising fuel 
and electricity consumption. A 
Combined Heat & Power (CHP) 
plant can be one way of meeting 
these needs efficiently. 

Conventional power stations can 
lose up to 65% of their power 
through heat emissions, whereas 
CHP uses this heat directly. 
However the efficiency of CHP 
plants can vary substantially. 

Consult the GPP Product Sheet 
and Technical Background Report 
for more information. 

100% recycled paper for Bulgaria’s Environment Ministry 

In November 2009 Bulgaria’s Ministry for Environment and Water announced its intention 
to award a fully green public contract as part of the country’s GPP strategy. An analysis 
was carried out on the potential for switching to 100% recycled paper meeting ecolabel 
criteria, which found that this would not increase costs. A contract was tendered for 
8,000 packages of 100% recycled copy paper. This approach is now being extended to 
other authorities via the Bulgarian Central Purchasing Body. 

Download the full case study here.  

 

Dunkerque applies green criteria for IT equipment (France) 

The Communauté Urbaine de Dunkerque has established a framework agreement for IT 
equipment, including the supply of desktops, laptops, workstations and monitors. The 
criteria used to select a supplier for this lot reflect Dunkerque’s sustainable development 
policy, and address energy-efficiency, use of hazardous substances and end of life issues. 
Two orders have since been placed for equipment which meets these higher standards. 

Download the full case study here. 
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