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On 10 August, the European Commission 
published new Green Public Procurement 
(GPP) Criteria for furniture, covering new 
furniture products as well as refurbishment 
and end-of-life services (such as collection 
and reuse), updating Criteria issued in 
2008. The inclusion of refurbishment 
and end-of-life services aim at extending 
the lifespan of furniture purchased by 
public sector entities, and at the same 
time reinforce and contribute to the EU’s 
circular economy principles and policies. 

In terms of environmental impacts, the 
dominant fraction (80-90%) is linked 
to furniture materials/components. 
While embodied energy in metals and 
plastics is higher than in wood, durability 
and recyclability are also important 
considerations. Good practice approaches 
for furniture have come from Denmark 
- furniture designed for disassembly - 
and from the Dutch cities of Venlo and 
Wageningen, both of which address 
maintenance issues, and make the 
fulfilment of stringent environmental 

requirements obligatory in recent supply 
contracts of office furniture.
 
The EU GPP Criteria are formulated in such a 
way that they can be easily integrated into 
tender documents. They are also split into 
core and comprehensive, enabling a choice 
between different levels of environmental 
performance, and are currently available 
in English (availability in all EU official 
languages in the months to come). 

Purchasing furniture fit for the environment

Marie-Amélie Dupraz-
Ardiot is managing the 
office for ecological 
public procurement (or 
GPP) at the Federal Office 
for the Environment 
(FOEN), where she is in 
charge of integrating 

environmental considerations in public procurement, 
training of federal public procurers on GPP, supporting 
green innovation through public procurement and 
collaborating with other public entities and the private 
sector for the promotion of sustainable procurement.

The Federal Law on Procurement is 
currently under revision. What are the 
most significant changes that will be 
made to the law related to sustainable 
development? 
The version that has been submitted by 
the Federal Council to the Swiss Parliament 
for discussion and decision contains the 

following significant changes: First and 
foremost, the economically, ecologically 
and socially sustainable use of public 
funds is mentioned as one of the four 
fundamental goals of the law. Moreover, 
use of environmental criteria related to 
production methods should be possible, 
provided that there is a link with the subject 
matter of the contract. This possibility 
applies both in setting award criteria and 
to the technical specifications. In this 
regard, it is recommended to take the best 
available technologies into consideration. 
Furthermore, environmental externalities 
may be taken into account in calculating 
life cycle costs, provided that a commonly 
accepted method of calculation exists.

To read the interview in full,  
click here.

Reinforcing action on green procurement in Switzerland 

15 June saw the publication of the 
results of a study carried out to assess the 
current uses and opportunities of GPP 
as a driver for a more Circular Economy 
(CE) in the EU, with respect to the EU’s 
Action Plan for the CE launched in 2015. 
Assessments were carried out of existing 
tools, policies, financing schemes and 
research results which have an effect on 
green purchasing in the EU. The study 
was commissioned by the European 
Parliament and was carried out by the 
Austria’s Environment Agency. 

Zoom in on... GPP impacting the 
circular economy

Zoom in on... GPP of food for health

As part of the Maltese Presidency 
of the EU earlier this year, a report 
aimed at supporting EU Member 
States in translating their national 
school food policies related to health 
and nutrition into food procurement 
specifications was published in May. 
Recommendations are provided for 
food items addressed by school food 
policies across the EU, such as meat, dairy 
products, fish and drinks, for instance. 
These are intended as a practical tool 
for those who purchase food and food-
related services in or for schools; and 
for health and nutrition awareness and 
capacity building purposes.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Embodied_energy
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue58_Case_Study118_sustainable_furniture_Denmark.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue60_Case_Study122_Furniture_Venlo.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue69_Case_Study_138_Wageningen.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/eu_gpp_criteria_en.htm
https://www.bafu.admin.ch/bafu/en/home.html
https://www.bafu.admin.ch/bafu/en/home.html
https://www.admin.ch/gov/fr/accueil/documentation/communiques.msg-id-65680.html
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue74_NewsAlert_Interview.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_STU%282017%29602065
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52015DC0614
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52015DC0614
http://www.umweltbundesamt.at/
https://www.eu2017.mt/
https://www.eu2017.mt/
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/sites/jrcsh/files/public-procurement-food-health-technical-report.pdf
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Zoom in on... Transport

To read more GPP examples, visit the European Commission’s GPP website. Previous 
issues of the GPP News Alert are available here. 

Earlier this year, as part of the EU-
funded SPP Regions project, a report 
providing a comprehensive overview 
of the use of life-cycle costing (LCC) 
tools and approaches used in the 
procurement of goods and services in 
Europe was published. The LCC State 
of the Art report presents examples 
of good practice from across Europe, 
and demonstrates in detail how LCC 
methodology is applied to products, 
services and works categories. It also 
signposts existing tools and case 
studies involving sustainable and 
innovation procurements where LCC 
has been used.

Zoom in on... Life-cycle costing (LCC)

The GPP News Alert is an initiative of the 
European Commission, Directorate-General 
Environment, published on a monthly basis.
Editor: EU GPP Helpdesk 
Email: gpp-helpdesk@iclei.org 
The articles published in the GPP News 
Alert represent the personal views of the 
contributors and do not necessary reflect 
those of the European Commission, nor 
any person acting on its behalf.

Governments and public transport 
operators across Europe are 
increasingly looking at alternatives to 
traditional petrol and diesel vehicles 
for their fleets – whether vehicles 
are directly owned, or operated by 
subsidiaries or other private companies 
that carry out public services (such as 
public transport or waste collection). 
The following resources could be useful 
for informing the pre-procurement 
phase: An overview of electric buses 
in Europe (EU ZeEUS project) and a 
Briefing by Transport and Environment 
on car-sharing schemes.

GPP example

Nantes Métropole in Western France is composed of 24 cities, including the City 
of Nantes, and has a total procurement budget of around €430 million per year. 
Nantes has developed numerous initiatives in the field of responsible procurement 
since 2001. In 2017, the Responsible Purchasing Promotion Scheme was adopted to 
strengthen the coherence of the numerous initiatives developed over the previous 
16 years in the metropolitan area, and to provide an internal guide for the further 
implementation of responsible and green public procurement. 

The Scheme is essentially a translation of Nantes’ policies into public procurement 
actions and targets. The Scheme presents 11 areas of action, several of which have 
been developed for GPP. These include circular economy (EC); energy transition, 
including energy and climate actions; environment, including actions for air, health, 
water, biodiversity and pollution; and organic agriculture, with focus on short supply 
chains. The 11 actions clearly outline the area of public policy being targeted, plan 
the strategic direction, as well as set performance targets to be achieved by 2020.

Thanks to its long term 16-year commitment to sustainable public procurement 
(SPP), Nantes has already made improvements to its contracting in many key sectors. 
This includes the purchase of eco-friendly supplies (cleaning products, wood, 
paper, furniture, organic food, etc.) or high energy performance products (vehicles, 
computers etc.). Nantes has also introduced carbon reduction clauses specifically 
targeting road works, street lighting, and waste collection contracts. 

Download the full case study here.

Promoting responsible purchasing 
in Nantes (France)
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