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On 13 July 2017, the EU’s Committee of 
the Regions (CoR) teamed up with the 
European Commission (EC) to boost low-
emission mobility across Europe with the 
launch of an EU-wide initiative to accelerate 
the deployment of zero-emission buses 
across Europe. The initiative is designed to 
speed up the deployment of clean buses 
- currently accounting for 10-12% of the 
entire public transport fleet (around 20,000 
out of 200,000 public buses) by bringing 
together local authorities, manufacturers 
and transport operators to roll-out clean 
mobility principles on the ground. 

During the plenary session of the CoR, 
local representatives signed a Declaration 
committing them to contribute to 
increasing the number of clean buses 
by at least 2,000 by the end of 2019, and 
increase the share of clean buses in bus 
fleets to 25% by 2025. Such an upgrade 
alone would trigger investment for over €1 
billion. The Declaration asserts the need 
for collaborative action on purchasing 
clean, alternatively fuelled buses, and 

endorses the use of a set of common public 
procurement principles. The Declaration 
has been signed by some 40 cities and 
regions, including Oslo, London, Madrid 
region and the Province of North-Brabant, 
as well as a number of manufacturers and 
transport organisations, such as Polis. EU 
guidance on green public procurement 
(GPP) for public transport and passenger 
vehicles, including buses, is currently being 
revised and will be available in early 2018. 
See press release.

Launch of European Clean Bus deployment Initiative

Stanislav Andreev is 
a technical expert at 
EcoEnergy - a non-
profit organisation of 
Bulgarian municipalities.
EcoEnergy provides 
support and organises 
activities related to 

local energy policies and for ensuring energy safety and 
opportunities for improving sustainable development. 
Since 2015, Stanislav provides technical expertise to the 
Bulgarian Sustainable Public Procurement (SPP) network, 
which was set up as part of the SPP Regions project. 

What do you consider essential to 
engage public authorities in Bulgaria 
who have done nothing, or very little, 
on GPP so far? 
In order to find that out we have 
analysed the current state of play of 

GPP in Bulgaria, and it is definitely quite 
poor. According to the Bulgarian Public 
Procurement Register, in 2013 48 ‘green’ 
tenders were published and from these, 
only 22 contracts were signed. In 2014 
only 34 ‘green’ tenders were published 
and 26 contracts were signed. There is 
no further statistical data available for 
the years following. These results were 
reinforced in 2016 by the questionnaire 
distributed within the municipalities 
of the newly established Bulgarian SPP 
network, where 100% of the procurers 
responded by saying that they do not 
have experience in GPP.

To read the interview in full, click here.

Going beyond ‘lowest price’ in Bulgaria 

Did you miss the latest GPP Helpdesk 
Webinar on Textiles? Or maybe you’re 
simply interested to find out more about 
how the latest guidance on GPP for 
uniforms, indoor furnishings, etc., can 
be used in practice. Visit the European 
Commission’s (EC) GPP website for 
the presentations and a recording of 
the Webinar. The Webinars form part 
of the EC’s Helpdesk service on GPP. 
They provide a forum for stakeholders 
working in the field of public purchasing 
about new developments in the field, 
and provide a forum for discussion.

Zoom in on... Green and circular textiles 

Zoom in on... Call for contributions

The organisers of the Circular 
Procurement Congress, taking place 
from 18-19 October in Tallinn (Estonia), 
are looking for contributions on circular 
procurement and/or sustainable public 
procurement for the Market Lounge 
session. The Market Lounge will provide 
a space for procurement practitioners, 
legal experts, companies and policy 
makers to showcase their work in small 
groups and benefit from in-depth 
feedback and discussion. The deadline 
for submitting proposals is 1 September 
2017.      More information…
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Zoom in on... Circular procurement in 
the Netherlands

To read more GPP examples, visit the European Commission’s GPP website. Previous issues of the GPP News Alert are available here. 

TAIEX REGIO PEER 2 PEER instrument 
is designed to facilitate sharing of 
expertise between public bodies that 
manage funding under the European 
Regional Development Fund (ERDF) and 
the Cohesion Fund. It helps organise 
short-term expert missions, study visits 
and workshops on various topics and 
issues of relevance for cohesion policy, 
including GPP. Public bodies willing to 
engage in an exchange of experience 
have to submit an online application. 
Upon approval, the applicant is asked to 
draft an agenda of the exchange and the 
EC helps mobilise the relevant expertise.

Zoom in on... Funding to support 
exchange

The GPP News Alert is an initiative of the 
European Commission, Directorate-General 
Environment, published on a monthly basis.
Editor: EU GPP Helpdesk 
Email: gpp-helpdesk@iclei.org 
The articles published in the GPP News 
Alert represent the personal views of the 
contributors and do not necessary reflect 
those of the European Commission, nor 
any person acting on its behalf.

The Green Deal on Circular Procurement 
(GDCP) report has been published, 
reflecting on three years of circular 
procurement work across 80 pilot 
projects in the Netherlands. The report 
finds that the procurement process 
provides significant opportunities to 
implement circular economy principles. 
Launched in November 2013, the GDCP 
provides an opportunity for public 
and private parties to connect via an 
arrangement that helps sustainable 
initiatives get off the ground more 
easily.                    Download…

GPP examples

In 2015, the Municipality of Syddjurs 
acted as the lead procurer on behalf of 
the JYFI joint procurement community 
(involving eight municipalities from the 
Aarhus area and East Jutland areas) in 
the acquisition of lighting (e.g. LEDs) and 
electrical items (such as plugs, sockets, 
etc). Syddjurs decided to introduce a Total 
Cost of Ownership (TCO) model, in order 
to allow procurers to compare the lifetime 
operating costs of different technologies with confidence.

The procurement was structured as a full assortment procedure, which means that 
neither the supplier nor the municipality is locked into any single type of bulb or 
technology over the course of the contract. Bids for the framework agreement were 
asked based on the TCO for lighting sources - which made the vast differences in the 
lifetime cost of different technologies (over the 15-year lifetime) become visible. Using 
the TCO approach showed that the purchase and use of an LED bulb is approximately 
six times cheaper than a halogen bulb, thus allowing procurers to select these 
technologies with confidence despite higher upfront costs. 

Download the full case study here.

Using Total Cost of Ownership to save 
on lighting costs in Denmark

The Basque Country is an autonomous 
community in northern Spain, which 
has been increasing its engagement and 
commitment to green purchasing, both 
politically and in practice, since its first 
green tenders back in 2004. The region’s 
current programme - GPP Programme of 
the Basque Country 2020 (GPP 2020) - was 
launched in September 2016 (covering 
the period 2016-2020) following a 
participatory course involving its intended target group in the development 
process. 64 departments, entities and authorities from all levels of the regional 
administration took part in an annual series of reflection and brainstorming 
meetings. This involved coming together at the end to agree on the final text 
before it was formally adopted. 

The Programme aims to mobilise the Basque public sector, as a whole, to establish 
GPP as standard practice, and introduce a life cycle approach into the procurement 
process. The approach is led by a so-called ‘Driver Group’, which meets annually and 
is tasked with coordinating the deployment of the Programme, and is made up of 
members of the key public service organisations in the region. Each member of the 
Group is also expected to ‘lead by example’ in their own implementation of GPP. 

Download the full case study here.

Greening public procurement in the 
Basque Country (Spain)
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