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Leading stakeholders in the City of 
Barcelona have made a firm commitment 
to sustainable public procurement 
through the enactment of a Municipal 
Decree obliging that public procurers use  
environmental and social criteria when 
procuring a range of product and service 
categories.

The new rules entered into force in 
December 2013, making it obligatory for 
all city departments to include certain 
stipulated sustainability criteria when 

procuring vehicles, electricity, food and 
catering services, as well as a range of other 
high priority procurement categories.

The City Council began an awareness-
raising campaign a month before the 
Municipal Decree came into force, 
providing training to help public officials 
understand the implications of the 
new rules on their daily work. Written 
guidelines were also made available on 
the City Council’s intranet, to help staff 
involved in public procurement gain a 
better understanding of, and to correctly 
interpret, the new rules.

The new regulations form part of the 
+Sustainable City Council Plan, set up 
to foster environmental awareness 
within municipal services in Barcelona.  
Additionally, the rules allow for the further 
expansion of the social and environmental 
criteria for contracts awarded by the City 
of Barcelona in future.

The City of Barcelona makes firm commitment to SPP

What barriers to GPP have been faced 
in Ireland to date? Up until now, there 
has been little internal drive in Irish public 
sector organisations to carry out GPP. There 
was perhaps a lack of expertise in many 
organisations in regards to how to carry out 
GPP, and also a certain element of fear of 
the unknown.   

How did the Green Procurement 
Guidance for the Public Sector come 
about? In order to address some of these 
challenges, the EPA was requested to 
publish a guidance document to assist 

the public sector implement and maintain 
procedures for GPP. 

What are the implications of the new 
Guidance in Ireland? We hope that the 
Guidance will take some of the mystery out 
of GPP implementation. We understand 
that procurement can be complex and 
hope that the criteria in the guidance will 
be a useful aid for public procurers.

What do you see as the main 
opportunities for GPP in Ireland? We 
hope that the Guidance will decouple the 
notion that buying green always costs more. 
The 2014 Procurement Directives have yet 
to be transposed in Ireland, therefore, the 
GPP guidance may assist and inform debate 
before the Directives are transposed.

To view the interview in full, click here.
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New GPP guidance provides support to Irish procurers

The German Federal Environment 
Agency recently published a report titled 
“Regulations of the Federal States in the field 
of Green Public Procurement”. The report 
compares the existing GPP regulations in 
the different German Federal States and 
reports that Berlin, Bremen and North 
Rhine-Westphalia have taken the most 
extensive measures to include mandatory 
GPP requirements in their federal 
regulations. Less ambitious states either do 
not have GPP regulations in place, or the 
regulations that they have adopted have a 
limited impact, due to the fact that they are 
not legally binding.

More information...

Zoom in on… The state of GPP in 
Germany

Jane Kenneally is 
an  Inspector at the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), Ireland. The 
EPA recently published 
GPP Guidance. Zoom in on… Greenxpo

The GreenXpo project has now launched an 
extended version of the INNOVATIONSEEDS 
portal with new features including case 
studies on public procurement and policy 
measures used to drive eco-innovation. 
It builds on the success of the existing 
portal, providing practical information on 
achieving eco-innovation in a variety of 
sectors ranging from transport to energy 
efficiency. Success stories are regularly 
added to the portal, along with news on 
eco-innovative technologies and initiatives.

More information...
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http://www.ajsosteniblebcn.cat/ca
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue43_NewsAlert_Interview.pdf
http://www.umweltbundesamt.de/
http://www.umweltbundesamt.de/
http://www.umweltbundesamt.de/publikationen/regelungen-der-bundeslaender-auf-dem-gebiet-der
http://www.umweltbundesamt.de/publikationen/regelungen-der-bundeslaender-auf-dem-gebiet-der
http://www.umweltbundesamt.de/publikationen/regelungen-der-bundeslaender-auf-dem-gebiet-der
http://www.greenxpo.eu/
http://www.innovationseeds.eu/Policy-Library/Core-Articles/?tag=4698
http://www.innovationseeds.eu/Policy-Library/Core-Articles/?tag=4698
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The Waterschapsbedrijf Limburg (WBL) is the 
public utility company responsible for the 
transport and treatment of municipal and 
industrial wastewater and treatment of sludge 
in the province of Limburg, Netherlands. 

To meet their strict energy saving goals and 
reduce costs WBL wished to investigate 
innovative and more efficient techniques for 
waste water treatment.

A competitive dialogue process was launched for the design, construction, maintenance and 
operation of a waste water treatment plant (WWTP) in Venlo. 

Bids were evaluated based on a life cycle costing approach, which considered a variety of 
factors, including the amount of biogas produced and waste sludge produced during the 
process.

The winning bidder has installed a new type of thermal hydrolysis process, which allows for a 
15 - 50% increase in biogas production  (used for the generation of heat and electricity) and a 
50% reduction in sludge production, producing overall savings of 2,700 tonnes CO2 per year. 
The plant went into operation in autumn 2012.

Download the full case study here.

GPP examples

Zoom in on... International Public 
Procurement Conference  

The 6th International Public Procurement 
Conference will be held in Dublin, Ireland 
14-16 August. Procurement professionals, 
academics, government researchers, 
policy makers, regulators and also 
representatives from the private sector, will 
be in attendance. Parallel sessions will take 
place on a wide variety of topics including 
GPP and SPP. It is still possible to register for 
the conference at the link below.

More information...

To read more GPP examples, visit the GPP website.  
Previous News Alerts are available here.

The Metropolitan Area of Barcelona published 
a tender with the aim of establishing a 
comprehensive service contract for the 
maintenance of parks in the Barcelona 
Metropolitan Area. This includes 36 
municipalities and a total area of over 2 million 
m². The services which fall under the contract 
include: gardening and maintaining furniture, 
pavements, facilities and buildings located 
within the network of parks in the metropolitan 
area. The contracts awarded are worth approximately €41 million over six years. 

The Metropolitian Area felt that this was an especially complex process due to the scope of the 
contract. However, for such an important procurement with a large budget, which is directly 
related to the cities’ parks and green spaces, it was of utmost importance to include green criteria 
in all aspects of this contract. The organisation recognises that it has achieved a lot but also 
that it will be necessary to constantly monitor the contract and recognise where further green 
criteria can be added for future procurements. The establishment of clear monitoring systems 
for all parks will serve as an effective contract management tool as both the authority and the 
contractor have a clear idea of what is expected.

Download the full case study here.

Efficient waste water treatment in 
the Netherlands

The Viennese Environmental Consultancy has 
launched an online database which rates 
and recommends products according to 
their environmental impact. The database 
is updated on a regular basis and is a 
complementary tool to eco-labeling. 
The ÖkoRein portal contains more than 
500 recommended products for use in 
households and the commercial sector.  It 
provides environmental information which 
further enables purchasers to choose green 
alternatives from a wide range of cleaning 
and laundry products.

More information...

Zoom in on… Online Database for 
cleaning and laundry products
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Low environmental impact maintenance 
contracts for  Barcelona parks
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