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Has the award of the European Green Capital 
2015 affected buy-in/implementation of GPP?
The success of Bristol’s European Green Capital 
2015 bid is exciting, humbling and daunting!  The 
procurement team and councillors have been 
briefed on the need for sustainable procurement. 
The overall effect has been to increase the 
confidence of everyone involved that the right 
sustainability checks are being carried out 
routinely. Although Green Capital preparations 
have affected sustainable procurement, other 
factors such as reduced resources and the 
upcoming transposition of the new EU Public 
Procurement Directives into UK legislation have 
made the result somewhat less straightforward.  Of 
course, 2015 is not an end in itself, so the additional 

Collaborating to create innovative, sustainable solutions

Innovation is one of the priority areas addressed 
by the EU’s 10-year growth strategy Europe2020. 
Flagship initiatives, such as Innovation Union, aim 
to create an innovation-friendly environment, 
driving job creation and economic growth. 
Greater focus is being put on stimulating 
innovation in public sector procurement. The 
importance of coordinated action and exchange 
to facilitate this has been widely recognised.

Several EU-funded projects use collaboration as 
a mechanism for procurers to share ideas and 
expertise, aggregate buying power and create 

Systematic implementation of GPP in Bristol City Council
interest and momentum that is being established 
will need to be carried into 2016 and beyond.

Could you describe the process you have 
established for greening tenders? Teams 
across Bristol City Council are using people 
with varying levels of procurement and 
sustainability knowledge to buy products and 
commission services.  Because of the need to 
treat sustainability consistently in tenders, the 
council’s Commissioning Framework requires a 
Sustainability Assessment to be written early in 
the pre-tender work. 

To deliver the information needed to help 
procurers understand the impacts of their 
tenders, the assessment follows a specific 
procedure (see full interview for flow chart). This 
is still a work in progress, although the changes 
due to the new public procurement directives 
have mostly been anticipated.  

To view the interview in full, click here. 

innovative procurement solutions. The INNOCAT 
project aims to encourage eco-innovation in 
the catering sector and to coordinate efforts 
between public and private organisations. 
Various buyers groups will provide a platform for 
discussion and together procure eco-innovative; 
vending machines; waste disposal solutions; 
food packaging and school catering services. 
There is also an Interest Group and Sustainable 
Catering Forum online exchange which is part 
of the Procurement Forum, an initiative that 
facilitates discussion on the topic of PPI and SPP. 

The EcoQUIP project uses cooperation 
between hospitals to achieve better results. 
The aim is to improve the efficiency, quality 
and environmental sustainability of healthcare 
through innovation procurement. An ‘Innovation 
Procurement Leaders Group’ is being formed, 
involving hospitals with the competence 
and capacity to pioneer new approaches to 
collaborative procurement.

Giles Liddell has spent 
several years liaising with 
the procurement team, 
working on the challenges 
of improving environmental 
performance through 
sustainable procurement.  
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Zoom in on... adoption of EU 
Public Procurement Package
On 14 February 2014, the European 
Council adopted PE-CONS 74/13  
replacing the ‘Classic’ Public 
procurement directive (2004/18/
EC) and PE-CONS 75/13 to replace 
the ‘Utilities’ directive (2004/17/EC).
The revised rules on technical 
specifications, labels, exclusion and 
selection criteria, award criteria, life-
cycle costing, competitive dialogue 
and negotiated procedures will 
be of particular interest to public 
authorities involved in sustainable 
procurement and innovation. The 
new public procurement directives 
will be published in the Official 
Journal of the EU in March 2014.

More information...

Zoom in on… consultation 
on GPP criteria for furniture
There are still a few days left to 
take  the opportunity to input into 
the revision of the EU GPP criteria 
for furniture. Interested parties are 
asked to complete a short “GPP 
Furniture Questionnaire”; the 
deadline is the 4 March. Details on 
current criteria development and 
revision for further products are also 
available. 

More information…

Zoom in on… Workshop on 
Clean Urban Buses
On 25-26 March, a European 
workshop provided for public 
authorities and  transport operators 
will be taking place in London. 
Speakers at this free event will 
present strategic and practical 
methods of addressing air quality 
issues. There will also be panel 
discussions and group sessions on 
key topics. Registration closes on 
the 10 March.

More information…

http://ec.europa.eu/research/innovation-union/index_en.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue39_NewsAlert_Interview.pdf
http://www.sustainable-catering.eu/home/
http://www.sustainable-catering.eu/participate/join-the-buyers-groups/
https://procurement-forum.eu/group/77862/sustainable-catering-forum
https://procurement-forum.eu/group/77862/sustainable-catering-forum
https://procurement-forum.eu/
http://www.ecoquip.eu/main/
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/doc/srv?l=EN&t=PDF&gc=true&sc=false&f=PE%2074%202013%20INIT
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/doc/srv?l=EN&t=PDF&gc=true&sc=false&f=PE%2075%202013%20INIT
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/intm/140975.pdf
http://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/furniture/stakeholders.html
http://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/furniture/stakeholders.html
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/gpp_criteria_wp.htm
http://www.clean-fleets.eu/training-and-events/workshop-london/
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GPP examples

Zoom in on... Call for 
proposals to support the 
procurement of Green Data 
Centres and ICT  

Green Cleaning Products in Luxembourg

CNG and Hybrid buses for Madrid

The City of Luxembourg wished to create a healthier 
living environment for its citizens and developed an 
action plan to set out how this could be achieved. As part 
of this process, existing cleaning products were analysed 
to test for harmful substances, the majority of which 
contained at least one. The City recognised that using 
low environmental impact cleaning products in its public 
buildings was one of achieving their environmental goals, 
in a cost-effective way. 

In 2013, the City published a tender for cleaning products 
and services for municipal theatres. Luxembourg’s 
Environmental Protection Office provided the technical 

specifications, which included a list of hazardous substances which the bidders were 
banned from offering, and a second list of substances for which the bidder would receive 
points, if their products contained less than a certain amount. Each bidder was requested 
to supply samples of every proposed cleaning product, so that tests could be carried out 
to ensure banned substances were not present. They were also required to submit new 
products with at least one month’s notice. In addition, Luxembourg reserved the right to 
carry out random testing of products being used.  

Download the full case study here.

ICT, and in particular data centres, 
are playing in increasingly 
important role and their energy 
consumption is expected to 
outpace general growth in energy 
consumption and production. 
The public sector is an important 
driver to stimulate market 
transformation towards more 
sustainable ICT. The EC has issued 
a call for an action to support 
public authorities in procuring 
fast-evolving ICT such as Green 
Data Centres.

More information...

GPP News-Alert is an initiative of the European Commission, Directorate-General Environment published on a monthly basis.
Editor: GPP Helpdesk | Email: gpp@iclei.org
The articles published in the GPP News-Alert represent the personal views of the contributors and do not necessary reflect those of the 
European Commission, nor any person acting on its behalf.

To read more GPP examples, visit the GPP website.  Previous News Alerts are available here.

UNEP has published a report 
on how SPP/GPP is being 
implemented worldwide by 
national governments in terms 
of drivers, challenges and 
trends. The research found that 
international commitment to SPP/
GPP and the level of cooperation 
between procurement networks 
has increased over recent years. 
The report suggests that globally 
recognised SPP principles, 
assessment tools and indicators 
will be the key to ensuring the 
success of SPP/GPP in the future. 

More information...

Zoom in on... UNEP review of 
SPP/GPP
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Madrid’s municipal transport company (EMT) currently 
operates a fleet of around 2000 buses. In response to 
emissions targets set by the City of Madrid, EMT carried 
out an open tender procedure for 165 buses stipulating 
that they must be; Compressed Natural Gas (CNG), CNG-
hybrid or electric models

EMT applied the second of three methodologies available 
under the clean vehicles directive (2009/33/EC), using 
award criteria to give preference to clean, energy efficient 
vehicles. Points were given for low fuel consumption, 
emissions of HC, PM, CO and NOx, noise pollution, in 
addition to low environmental impact substances and 

electronic components. 

The company finally purchased 23 CNG-hybrid buses and 142 CNG buses, meaning it now 
runs one of Europe’s largest CNG fleets. EMT advise fellow transport operators to stay abreast 
of the latest technologies and maintain regular contact with all relevant manufacturers in 
order to achieve the optimal solution, according to requirements.  

Download the full case study here.
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http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue39_Case_Study82_Luxembourg_cleaning_products.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/topics/2358-ee-08-2014.html
mailto:gpp%40iclei.org?subject=
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/case_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/alert_en.htm
http://www.unep.org/resourceefficiency/Portals/24147/SPP_Full_Report_Dec2013_v2 NEW %282%29.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue39_Case_Study83_Madrid_alternative_vehicles.pdf

