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A public consultation process led 
by the European Commission is 
underway on the most effective 
support measures for small and 
medium sized enterprises (SMEs) 
in all sectors to become more 
resource efficient (deadline is 12 
December 2013). 

The results of the consultation 
will be used to shape the actions 
aimed at promoting resource 
efficiency for and by SMEs to 
be included in the forthcoming 
Green Action Plan.

More information...

Could you describe the various aims of Cornwall’s 
policy?  The Council’s Policy and wider Programme 
aim to bring together the many strands of policy 
which need to be considered as part of our 
procurement decisions. Responsible Procurement at 
Cornwall Council focuses on six primary work streams. 
These range from environmental sustainability to 
safeguarding and SME engagement. As a result 
of our new policy, we are now able to ensure that 
objectives are aligned, projects build on one another, 
and communications both internally to our clients 
and externally to our potential suppliers are clear. 

Could you tell us more about the benchmarking 
exercise with Bristol City Council? Although we 
recognise that there is a great peer support network 

Organising GPP internally - how to get it right

Awareness about the importance of green public 
procurement (GPP) is becoming increasingly 
commonplace in Europe. Recommended green 
criteria along with a number of networks and 
initiatives, training materials and tools, news and 
events, case studies, including practical examples, 
are available for those interested in the topic. The 
EU GPP Helpdesk’s second webinar of the year, held 
on 26 November, explored how GPP can be best 
organised within an organisation to ensure good 
results. It began with an overview of how GPP is 
supported by the European Commission. Detailed 
insights into the Austrian government’s approach 

Cornwall Council putting responsible procurement into action  
for sustainable procurement professionals across the 
UK and Europe, there is a distinct lack of more formal 
comparison of practice between different public 
bodies. Bristol City Council and ourselves have been 
informally collaborating on practice development 
for a number of years, but thought we would take 
the opportunity this year to benchmark ourselves 
against one another. 

We found that there was a lot that we could learn 
from each other, and due to slightly different 
priorities in each council, certain work streams 
were more advanced in each case. We learnt a lot 
from Bristol’s practice in the area of environmental 
sustainability and shared a great deal of work we 
had developed on safeguarding and prevention of 
abuse in the supply chain.

The intention is to run the exercise again in early 
2015 with a wider benchmarking group of five 
authorities who have already been invited. 

To view the interview in full, click here.

Zoom in on… Green Action 
Plan for SMEswere presented by the Environment Ministry, while 

local government experiences were presented by 
the cities of Bristol (United Kingdom) and Kolding 
(Denmark).  
 
Bente Møller Jessen from Kolding and Christine 
Storry from Bristol both emphasised the 
importance of collaborating with other teams 
in the procurement process in order to input 
environmental expertise. Karin Hiller from Austria 
outlined how 16 product categories were being 
targeted as part of their National Action Plan. 
All three speakers described systematic ways in 
which GPP can be embedded and also the need to 
analyse and engage with the market to achieve the 
best outcomes. 

Issues such as political buy-in, verification of 
green criteria and the use of the EU Ecolabel were 
among some of the questions discussed after the 
presentations. All presentations and an 80 minute 
recording of the event can be accessed here.

David Morgan is the 
Procurement Policy Officer 
for Cornwall Council (UK). 
He has been in this role for 
close to two years and leads 
the Council’s Responsible 
Procurement and Supplier 
Development Programmes.
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Zoom in on… the Energy 
Efficiency Directive

On 6 November 2013, a 
Communication from the 
European Commission on 
Implementing the Energy 
Efficiency Directive (EED) was 
published. A number of Staff 
Working Documents were also 
published, including one about 
Article 6 on Purchasing by Public 
Bodies. The latter provides 
details about the procurement 
items covered by the EED, 
the procurement process and 
the conditions imposed - 
cost-effectiveness and wider 
sustainability, for example.
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http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/sme/public-consultation-green-action-plan/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/eu_gpp_criteria_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/eu_gpp_criteria_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/initiatives_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/initiatives_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/alert_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/events_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/case_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue36_NewsAlert_Interview.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/webinars_en.htm
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52013DC0762:EN:HTML:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52013DC0762:EN:HTML:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52013DC0762:EN:HTML:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52013DC0762:EN:HTML:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52013SC0446:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52013SC0446:EN:NOT
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GPP examples

Zoom in on... Sustainable 
tropical timber 

Sustainable procurement of office materials in Ghent (Belgium) 

Addressing supplies of paper and other office materials is one of Ghent’s most recent 
endeavours on sustainable procurement, with a new framework contract set to begin in 
January 2014. By claiming or preferring sustainable products and methods, Ghent has 
created awareness in paper and office supplies around these topics, reaching suppliers 
(potential and current) and city employees. Moreover, once the contract begins, the 
number of deliveries of office supplies will be reduced by 85%, by reducing ordering and 
thus delivery frequency from daily to twice a month, or monthly.

The new contract will see the City make better strategic use of its purchasing power, which 
will result in improvements for several of its municipal departments - both in terms of 
environmental sustainability, and resource efficiency.

Download the full case study here.

Last 6 November in Amsterdam 
(the Netherlands) saw almost 40 
public and private organisations 
commit to joining the European 
Sustainable Tropical Timber 
Coalition. The Coalition is 
linked to initiatives that 
work with local stakeholders, 
companies, governments and 
certification companies such as 
FSC to stimulate tropical forest 
management.

Some of the presentations given 
at the event are accessible here.

GPP News-Alert is an initiative of the European Commission, Directorate-General Environment published on a monthly basis.
Editor: GPP Helpdesk | Email: gpp@iclei.org
The articles published in the GPP News-Alert represent the personal views of the contributors and do not necessary reflect those of the 
European Commission, nor any person acting on its behalf.

To read more GPP examples, visit the GPP website.  Previous News Alerts are available here.

October 2013 saw the release of 
the Danish Strategy on Intelligent 
Public Purchasing by the Danish 
Finance Ministry. Emphasising 
cost-efficiency, innovation and 
quality and sustainability, the 
strategy presents seven strategic 
principles for smart procurement, 
relevant for standard purchases 
through to innovative solutions. 
These are accompanied by 
concrete initiatives and tools to 
develop procurement and help 
overcome barriers and challenges 
to smart procurement.

Zoom in on… Danish  
strategy on Intelligent Public 
Purchasing
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Construction of an energy efficient kindergarten, Preddvor (Slovenia)

Using LCA and CO2 performance to assess bidders in the Netherlands 

Sixteen years ago, it was decided that appropriate measures would be taken to ensure that 
The Municipality of Preddvor, located in the north-western Alpine part of Slovenia, would 
become as energy independent as possible. As a result, Preddvor’s CO2 emissions have 
decreased by nearly 40%.

In order to take concrete steps towards energy self sufficiency, in May 2009 the Municipal 
Council made a decision to invest in a low-energy kindergarten facility. In November 2012, 
the first passive wooden kindergarten in Slovenia received permission for use. The new 
building received the Gold medal for “Most energy efficient public building” (awarded by 
EKO Fund, International Craft fair of Celje and My home edition).

Download the full case study here.

Rijkswaterstaat (RWS) is the Department of Public Works within the Dutch Ministry of 
Infrastructure and the Environment. Along with performance-based specifications, RWS 
uses two tools within their procurement processes to encourage sustainable working 
practices, the use of green materials, energy efficiency and reduced carbon emissions.

Contractors bidding for large infrastructure projects, such as the construction of roads, 
bridges and tunnels, are assessed on 11 different parameters of environmental impacts 
associated with their proposed designs. Bidders’ commitments to reducing CO2 emissions 
throughout projects are also taken into account during the award phase.

These methods aim to utilise the market’s creative capacities to achieve better quality, more 
innovative solutions.  

Download the full case study here.

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue36_Case_Study76_Ghent.pdf
http://www.europeansttc.com/
http://www.europeansttc.com/
http://www.europeansttc.com/
http://www.fsc.org/
http://www.europeansttc.com/eu-sttc-launch/event-speakers
mailto:gpp%40iclei.org?subject=
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/case_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/alert_en.htm
http://www.fm.dk/nyheder/pressemeddelelser/2013/10/ny-regeringsstrategi-vi-skal-spare-penge-og-fremme-innovation-og-baeredygtighed-ved-at-koebe-klogere-ind/
http://www.fm.dk/nyheder/pressemeddelelser/2013/10/ny-regeringsstrategi-vi-skal-spare-penge-og-fremme-innovation-og-baeredygtighed-ved-at-koebe-klogere-ind/
http://www.prolitepartnership.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue36_Case_Study77_Preddvor.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue36_Case_Study78_Rijkswaterstaat.pdf

