
GPP Issue no. 32 
June 2013News-Alert

EU GPP criteria have just been 
published for two new categories: 
Waste water infrastructure, and 
sanitary tapware. The waste water 
criteria provide guidance  on cost-
effective infrastructure and  water 
treatment efficiencies. 

The installation of water-efficient 
taps and showerheads, as 
recommended in the sanitary 
tapware criteria, can lead to 
substantial reductions in energy 
and water use and associated costs. 
The criteria are currently available in 
English, with translations into all EU 
languages foreseen for later in 2013.

More information...

What level of political support is there for green 
public procurement (GPP) in Växjö? We benefit 
from strong political backing and I believe this is vital 
for sustainable procurement to be fully implemented. 

Växjö is one of the greenest cities in Europe with 
a number of clear environmental objectives. Our 
purchasing strategy reflects these goals and to a large 
extent they are the procurement unit’s responsibility 
to achieve by e.g. buying electric vehicles or setting 
green criteria for construction works. 

How strategic is the procurement function 
within the municipality? Our procurement unit is 
represented as part of Växjö’s senior management 
team. Although this takes time, important issues 

Germany’s new Sustainable procurement competence centre

Sustainable public procurement (SPP) is one 
of the strategic goals of the German Federal 
Government. Practice shows, however, that 
accessing the right information remains 
difficult. This is partly due to differences in 
public procurement legislation amongst the 16 
federal states – in addition to the requirements 
established under national procurement law. 
Good practices from the field are also not 
readily available as SPP still remains far from 
being the “norm” in public procurement. 

The strategic importance of green procurement at Växjö
affecting our work are discussed at this level. Being 
part of this team helps drive innovative, green 
purchasing initiatives.

Strategic implementation of GPP also requires the 
organisation’s overarching vision to be translated 
into defined goals, set within a clearly communicated 
purchasing strategy.

In terms of day to day procurement, how do you 
achieve GPP goals? Växjö cares about sourcing 
food with a low environmental impact. We also 
want to encourage small companies from our 
region to participate in tendering. Therefore, we 
divided our most recent catering contract into lots 
and allowed all vendors to deliver their goods to a 
single distribution hub. It is important to have well 
communicated policies in place to embed GPP 
within an organisation e.g. our vehicle policy states 
that alternative fuel and technologies must be the 
preferred option. 

To view the interview in full, click here.

Zoom in on… new EU GPP 
criteriaThe SPP Competence Centre (SPPCC) has been 

set up by the Interior Ministry’s Procurement 
Agency (Beschaffungsamt BeschA) to help 
close some of the information gaps. SPPCC 
staff are available to provide direct advice 
for German procurers (via phone or email), 
and also aim to create a support network of 
sustainability experts, NGOs and entrepreneurs 
working on SPP. One of the main instruments 
available is the online portal, launched on 
May 13 by Chancellor Angela Merkel, which 
provides guides, examples of good practice 
and standard texts that can be included 
in tendering documents – all of which are 
organised according to federal states. Contact 
points for each state and at the national level 
are also available and contributions in terms of 
content are welcome. 

For more information, please contact 
nachhaltigkeit@bescha.bund.de.

David Braic, Head of 
Procurement for Växjö 
Municipality. His department 
administers procurement for 
seven municipalities in the 
Kronoberg region of Sweden.
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Zoom in on… GPP training 
targeting Baltic Sea Region

An online training toolkit for GPP 
has been developed to support 
countries located in the Baltic Sea 
Region (BSR), but is open to all. 
The toolkit focuses on GPP within 
the building, catering, transport 
and ICT categories and is available 
in English, Swedish, Norwegian, 
Danish, Finnish and German. 

The toolkit has been developed 
through the Baltic GPP project, 
which aims to build GPP capacity 
across the BSR. Train-the-trainer 
seminars are also being held to 
help support the capacity-building 
activities. 
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http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/eu_gpp_criteria_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue32_NewsAlert_Interview.pdf
http://www.bescha.bund.de/
http://www.nachhaltige-beschaffung.info/
http://www.nachhaltige-beschaffung.info/SharedDocs/Kurzmeldungen/DE/2013/Freischaltung_WebPlattform.html?nn=3631298
http://www.nachhaltige-beschaffung.info/SharedDocs/Kurzmeldungen/DE/2013/Freischaltung_WebPlattform.html?nn=3631298
mailto:nachhaltigkeit%40bescha.bund.de?subject=
http://www.balticgpp.eu/web-training-greener-public-procurement
http://www.balticgpp.eu/baltic-gpp-nutshell
http://www.balticgpp.eu/train-trainer-seminars-green-public-procurement-gpp
http://www.balticgpp.eu/train-trainer-seminars-green-public-procurement-gpp
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GPP examples

Zoom in on... European 
cities’ LED experiences

Greening internal finishings, University of Malta

Environmentally friendly dairy products for Austria

Using greener materials for the internal finishing of 
a new building for the University of Malta recently 
involved tendering for goods including ceramic floor 
tiles, gypsum wall panels, window frames and paint 
works. The environmental criteria were based on a 
number of the EU GPP criteria – such as those available 
for hard floor coverings, wall panels and construction. 

The experience proved successful in terms of the 
market’s readiness to supply the products required 
without any problems. The results, however, have 
greater implications for the University’s GPP activities in 

general. Although experiences in GPP have been fairly limited, the University has come to 
recognise that the inclusion of green criteria in procurement does not necessarily translate 
into higher costs – which were previously perceived to be a hindrance to carrying out 
GPP. One of the most important developments in the framework of this project is the 
improved contact the University now has with the Ministry for Sustainable Development, 
Environment and Climate Change.

Download the full case study here.

Following up on the 2012 Green 
Paper “Lighting the Future” the 
Commission set up a dedicated 
Task Force that collected 
concrete experiences of LED 
lighting deployment in European 
cities, in close cooperation with 
the CORDIS Photonics Unit. This 
task force has now produced 
“Lighting the Cities”, a report and 
annex which provides guidelines 
to help cities and municipal 
services develop and implement 
a sustainable urban lighting 
strategy by making the switch to 
LED-based lighting. 

GPP News-Alert is an initiative of the European Commission, Directorate-General Environment published on a monthly basis.
Editor: GPP Helpdesk | Email: gpp@iclei.org
The articles published in the GPP News-Alert represent the personal views of the contributors and do not necessary reflect those of the 
European Commission, nor any person acting on its behalf.

To read more GPP examples, visit the GPP website.  Previous News Alerts are available here.

The Waste and Resources 
Action Programme (WRAP), 
a UK government delivery 
body, has developed a facilities 
management (FM) toolkit to assist 
procurers with measuring and 
reducing resource use within this 
sector. 

The toolkit includes model 
wording for pre-qualification 
questionnaires, tenders and 
contracts for six priority FM 
services. The toolkit also includes 
monitoring templates which can 
be used as part of an organisation’s 
resource management plan. 

More information...

Zoom in on… Facilities Man-
agement
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Austria’s Federal Procurement Agency (BBG) set up 
a national framework contract for dairy products to 
supply around 350 kitchens in public organisations. 
Market analysis was conducted before tendering 
and the BBG set up working groups to decide upon 
the food criteria. Early market engagement activities 
included holding discussions with dairy producers and 
associations.

Procurement objectives included; the consideration of 
organic and non-GM products, the inclusion of smaller 
dairy producers from the region and value for money. 
The contract was divided into lots and criteria aimed to 

encourage more natural food production methods. It was specified that 15% of listed 
items must be of organic origin and the most basic of the dairy products were required 
to comply with Austria’s action plan on sustainable procurement. 10% of the award 
criteria was weighted on the quantity of non-GMO products and as a result the current 
contract now provides 90% GMO-free goods. Contractors are also required to have and 
maintain an IFS certification or equivalent.

Download the full case study here.
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http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue32_Case_Study68_Malta_Green_finishings.pdf
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/ict/photonics/docs/ssl-cip/lighting-the-future_en.pdf
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/ict/photonics/digitalagenda-and-ssl_en.html
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/ict/photonics/docs/ssl-cip/lighting-the-cities_en.pdf
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/ict/photonics/docs/ssl-cip/appendix-to-the-report-lighting-the-cities_en.pdf
mailto:gpp%40iclei.org?subject=
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/case_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/alert_en.htm
http://www.wrap.org.uk/content/fm-client-procurement-toolkit-0
http://www.ifs-certification.com/index.php/en/ifs-certified-companies-en/introduction-to-ifs
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue32_Case_Study69_Austria_dairy_products.pdf

