
 

 
Commission européenne/Europese Commissie, 1049 Bruxelles/Brussel, BELGIQUE/BELGIË - Tel. +32 22991111 

 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
DIRECTORATE-GENERAL 
ENVIRONMENT 
Directorate F - Strategy 

ENV.F.1 – Resource Efficiency and Economic Analysis 

 
 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE GPP ADVISORY GROUP 

20 April 2016 (9-17h00)  

NH Amsterdam Caransa 

  Rembrandtplein 19  

Amsterdam, The Netherlands 

 

1. Welcome by Ms Gudrun van Oirschot, Head of Unit Sustainability and 

Sustainable Procurement, Ministry for Infrastructure and the Environment, The 

Netherlands 

Ms van Oirschot welcomed the GPP AG and underlined the important role of GPP in 

Circular Economy. Circular Procurement is high on the agenda of the Dutch Presidency, 

and she expected the first ever Circular Procurement Congress, to be held in the coming 

days (20-22 April), to give a strong impetus to the subject.  

DG ENV thanked the Dutch hosts and expressed the interest of the Commission to 

closely work together with the Netherlands as one of the key players ibn the field of 

circular procurement.  

 

2. Adoption of the agenda 

The agenda was adopted with no changes.  

 

3. Information by the Commission on new policy developments (DG ENV) 

DG ENV provided an update on several subjects: 

a) The new Buying Green guide has been published; translations are foreseen in the 

near future.  

b) The Circular Economy Package was adopted on the 2
nd

 December, documents 

have been sent, including several legislative proposals on waste :  

- Proposed Directive on Waste 

- Proposed Directive on Packaging Waste 

- Proposed Directive on Landfill 

- Proposed Directive on electrical and electronic waste, on end-of-life vehicles, and 

batteries and accumulators and waste batteries and accumulators 
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The adoption of new legislation is planned for the Maltese presidency 2017.  

More than 50 key actions are part of the EU Action Plan for the Circular Economy (CE), 

among them GPP of which an important role has been acknowledged. The Commission 

committed to: 

- reinforce the use of circular procurement elements in EU GPP criteria; 

- support a higher uptake of GPP, e.g. via training; 

- lead by example, by making sure that Green Public Procurement is used as widely 

as possible in its own procurement and in EU funding. 

 

DG ENV underlined that for some product groups under development (e.g. IT 

Equipment, furniture) the inclusion of CE requirements was already advanced, but that 

more can be done. Regarding a higher uptake and training, DG ENV invited members to 

provide input what they would consider the biggest added value, e.g. train-the-trainer 

programs – the training of individual procurers – tender counselling – for all countries or 

rather for some laggards? It also highlighted the possibility to receive peer-to-peer 

learning or technical assistance on GPP via the structural funds, if Member State 

authorities are asking for it. Different DGs in the Commission are involved in public 

procurement and the Circular Economy, and there is work going on to ensure coherence 

and complementarity of the different activities.  

DG ENV also reported from the first meeting of the different services in charge of the 

Commission’s own procurement. There is already a lot of GPP-awareness for the 

Commission’s own procurement, and reinforcement is envisaged.  

The first inter-service group meeting on EU Funds also showed openness in other DGs to 

look into this, but the implementation is more complicated because there are very many 

public authorities procuring with EU money, with little knowledge/influence from the 

Commissions side, except from very big projects.  

The aim is to have Council Conclusions on the Action Plan for the 20
th

 June 

Environment Council, including an emphasis on GPP.  

In the ensuing discussions, France mentioned the need to have more LCC methodologies 

to capture CE requirements. ICLEI mentioned that there were about 10 different GPP 

training packages available, so there were a lot of things to build upon. Given the 

differences in knowledge among public authorities, an adaptable framework approach 

would be useful. Spain pleaded in favour of online training tools. The NL proposed to 

combine training with the building of a Circular Procurement network. Norway 

mentioned that there was also the need to train management, not only procurers.  

c) DG ENV explained that for the EMAS-Ecolabel REFIT Check, the evaluation 

studies for both instruments are finalised. They will be published with the Report to 

Council and Parliament on the implementation and the fitness check report. A final 

Report to Council and Parliament will draw the main conclusion from the SWD and is 

expected by 2Q 2016. 
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d) DG ENV informed members that a new national expert, Enrico Degiorgis from 

the Environmental Agency of the Piemonte Region would be joining the GPP 

team of DG ENV by mid-May. 

 

4. Update by members of the AG on GPP-related developments in their 

countries and organisations 

Italy announced that the new law with GPP obligations was entered into force in 

February, which includes the mandatory integration in public tenders of the Minimum 

Environmental Criteria defined within the GPP NAP and other GPP-related measures. 

It obliges all kinds of contracting authorities, including central purchasing bodies, to 

apply at least technical specifications and contract clauses set in the “Minimum 

Environmental Criteria” adopted with Ministerial Decree within the GPP NAP in all 

tenders above and below the thresholds. This obligation applies to all categories of goods, 

services or works connected to energy efficiency in end-use and to at least 50% of the 

value in the remaining categories.     

Denmark mentioned the upcoming revision of five TCO tools, the Partnership on Green 

Public Procurement and the Forum on Sustainable Procurement:  

- The Partnership on Green Public Procurement is expected to adopt new - and binding - 

procurement target on textile and food as well as revised targets on toys, procurement of 

sustainable timber and cleaning services.  

- The Forum on Sustainable Procurement will set up new working groups on circular 

procurement, innovation and market dialogue. These working groups are expected to 

deliver an information product (event, guidance, cases etc.) on the different topics in the 

end of 2016.  

ICLEI marked 20 years of work on sustainable procurement this year. The anniversary 

provided the opportunity to showcase the new-look SP Platform (http://www.sustainable-

procurement.org/) and the revamped Procura+ European Sustainable Procurement 

Network (http://www.procuraplus.org/). Effort has been put into launching new 

networking and support activities for Procura+ Participants.  

New activities include Interest Groups, where participants with a common interest in 

addressing and building capacity in specific SPP topic areas come together. Another new 

activity, Procura+ Twinning, helps Procura+ Network participants seek an ‘SPP Twin’ 

for direct exchange on for example: benchmarking SPP activities, setting up an SPP 

policy, or sharing experience with specific tenders.  

The Procura+ Awards (http://www.procuraplus.org/awards/), an annual European 

procurement awards series, will be launched. There will be three categories of award: 

sustainable procurement of the year, innovation procurement of the year and tender 

procedure of the year. 

 (for more details, see annex with the updates from the different members) 
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5. Report from the SPP Next meeting of 19 April (The Netherlands) 

Mark Hidson from ICLEI presented the outcome from the discussion of the meeting of 

the forerunner countries on the 19
th

 April.  

The group discussed about the role of SPP Next, where they could bring specific added 

value to the overall SPP debate and implementation. One of the elements that have been 

identified was the provision of twinning with less experienced public 

authorities/countries; another to develop a matrix on needs / struggles and expertise of 

countries. 

The SPP Next recommended to the Commission to develop a “2025/30 vision” for GPP, 

going beyond the development of GPP criteria and asked the Commission to showcase 

best practice and pilots on Circular Procurement. Guidance on issues like needs 

assessment and market engagement would also be good. They also asked if the 

Commission was thinking about coming up with a new GPP communication.  

DG ENV replied that it did not plan at the moment a whole new GPP communication 

since the 7th Environmental Action Program and the Circular Economy Package included 

already a rather substantial work plan for GPP. DG ENV will consider presenting a work 

plan for their activities over the next few years. The SPP Next Group offered to provide 

input on all these points. 

 

6. Update on Life Cycle Costing project (Ugo Pretato and Elia Rillo, Studio 

Fieschi) 

DG ENV explained that the project is drawing to an end and should be finalised during 

the summer break. Unfortunately, it was not possible to send out the documents to the 

members more than one week before the meeting. 

Mr Pretato and Mr Rillo from Studio Fieschi presented the tool (see presentation) and 

underlined that the inclusion of externalities in an LCC tool encounters a number of 

obstacles, e.g. there are largely diverging values for some externalities. Finally, only the 

option to include CO2 was chosen. Other pollutants could be added in future updates of 

the tool. For the moment, only an average EU electricity mix, not a country-specific one 

was included.  

When invited for comments, several members with experience with own LCC tools 

underlined the need to give clear indications on the measurement standard of the different 

products to be user-friendly for a procurer. If not, the risk of the tool not being used 

would be high. It was also asked if potential suppliers had been involved in the 

development of the tool, which was however not foreseen in the contract. It should be 

possible for suppliers to complete the tool, not only public authorities. 

DG ENV said that the decision on what to do with the tool still needs to be taken. It 

might be preferable, before translating it into all languages (which is also costly), to have 

it tested in real procurement cases.  

GPP AG members were invited to provide comments within two weeks after the meeting.  
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7. NGO Capacity Building on GPP 

DG ENV mentioned that it had received extra funds from the EP to boost the 

involvement of NGOs in GPP and that two contracts have been signed, one to foster 

NGO capacity-building in GPP, especially, in those countries with a lower GPP uptake, 

through the development of an NGO network focused on GPP. A series of training 

sessions and meetings are foreseen plus a small budget for several follow-up activities at 

national level by the NGOs trained. The second contract aims at ensuring NGO 

involvement in the EU GPP criteria development process. The contract involves 

participation in all the Ad hoc working group meetings, and commenting on all the 

working documents.  

 

8. GPP Monitoring (DG ENV) 

DG ENV presented the updated paper (see presentation) which had been sent around 

before the meeting. Input was invited especially for some key questions such as if the EU 

GPP criteria or national criteria should be monitored, which product groups to cover, 

with which corresponding CPV codes.  

In the ensuing discussions, the need to convince finance ministries of the need to monitor 

GPP was mentioned and that it should be considered to look beyond technical 

specifications. 

Members were invited to provide comments in the following weeks. 

DG GROW briefly presented their work to support strategic procurement (including 

GPP) and the professionalization of the procurement function. GROW invited members 

to the Talinn conference on award criteria beyond lowest price held on the 19
th

 May. 

 

9. Update on the UNEP's 10YFP SPP Programme (Farid Yaker) 

Farid Yaker from UNEP provided an update on UNEP's programme (see presentation). 

He especially highlighted the Global Review of SPP taking place in 2016 and invited all 

GPP AG who had not yet become partners of the10 YFP SPP programme to join. 

Regarding their working group 4.c Promoting resource-efficient business models and 

circular economy led by Rijkswaterstaat, the NL mentioned that a training module for 

Circular Procurement is envisaged.  

 

10. Update on GPP criteria under development/revision (JRC/DG ENV) 

JRC provided an overview on the overall criteria development with the deadlines for 

finalisation of the different product groups (see presentation). DG ENV added that, regarding 

the revision of the GPP criteria on renewable electricity, the adoption date has been 

postponed towards the end of 2016. 

 

http://www.unep.org/10yfp/Programmes/ProgrammeConsultationandCurrentStatus/Sustainablepublicprocurement/tabid/106267/Default.aspx
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11. Revision of the GPP criteria on Cleaning Services (JRC) 

JRC gave a presentation on the criteria development process (see presentation).   

The criteria are developed together with EU Ecolabel criteria for the same product group. 

So far, input from procurement side has been low, so members were invited to either 

provide comments themselves or involve procurers from their own networks. It was 

specifically requested to provide input on how and at which moment criteria could be 

verified.  

 

12. Revision of the GPP criteria on Food and Catering (JRC) 

JRC gave a presentation on the criteria development process (see presentation) and 

mentioned that there was a very strong input from procurers at the meeting and in 

writing, but further input was of course welcome. 

In the ensuing discussions, the need to reduce meat consumption was mentioned, the 

availability of organic food in some countries and the issue how to deal with food waste. 

13. Any other business 

Norway put forward an invitation to hold the next GPP AG meeting (and the SPP Next 

meeting) in October 2016.  

DG ENV thanked the Dutch hosts again and closed the meeting.  
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 ANNEX -UPDATE ON GPP DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES BY MEMBERS OF GPP 

ADVISORY GROUP 

(APRIL 2016) 

 

AUSTRIA 

 

1. Revision of the Austrian SPP-Action Plan is at the final stage. The revised criteria based on the EU-

GPP criteria should be adopted in a package together with the evaluation report of the Austrian 

action plan on sustainable public procurement and the social criteria by the government in 2 Q/ 

2016. 

 

2. Implementation of EU Procurement Directives into national law 

The EU- PP-Directives (Directive 2014/24/EU, Directive 2014/25/EU, Directive 2014/23/EU) will be 

implemented in the Austrian Federal Procurement Act, which is currently under revision. It will come 

into force on time in April 2016.  

The revision is considered as a big chance to strengthen environmental, social and innovative 

requirements in public procurement. The oE has sent its opinion on clarification concerning labeling, 

monitoring and TCO to the Federal Chancellery which is coordinating the stakeholder process.  

 

3. The Landtag, the legislative body of Lower Austria adopted a decision on a framework strategy for 

sustainable public procurement based on the criteria of the Austrian SPP action plan.  

It contains a catalogue of minimum criteria and the tool „n.check“ and other supporting measures like 

consultation, workshops and trainings for procurers at regional level and in municipalities.  

n.CHECK, a software application, was developed to lead a tenderer through an almost complete 

tendering process except the finalization of the tender document (complement of the technical 

specifications, the selection of the suppliers and service providers). 

This instrument helps to identify the relevant technical, economical, social and environmental criteria 

set on each level and phase of the appropriate procedure. It generates text elements that can directly 

been inserted into tender documents. Furthermore it gives practical information, examples and 

recommendations for procurers.  

eNu, the Energy and Environment Agency of Lower Austria, provides municipalities with tailor-made 

support in procurement issues. Awareness raising, information for procurers and conducting tenders 

(on demand) are the main tasks of eNu.  

 

4. EVENTS:  

o 11 March 2016, MoE, Vienna: European Best Practice-Conference on socially-responsible 

procurement of Food, Textiles and IT: Which Impact has socially-responsible procurement on the 

market? 

o 11 April 2016, MoE, Vienna: Circular procurement and Resource-efficiency  

o November 2016: SPP- Actionday  

 

5. 1 
st
 Austrian GPP Award in preparation: Austrian public procurers are invited to take place in the 1

st
 

GPP Award. Best practice examples shall be awarded during the SPP-Actionday, which will take 

place in November 2016 

 

 

6. The Service Center PPPI (Public Procurement Promoting Innovation) established within the Federal 

Procurement Agency (FPA), initiated and financed by the Ministry of Science, Research and Economy 

(BMWFW) and the Ministry for Transport, Innovation and Technology (BMVIT) acts as point of 

single contact for PPPI issues in Austria, initiates and conducts PPPI pilot projects and offers services 

in the fields of further education & training as well as a PPPI online platform. Main activities focused 

on energy efficiency disseminating information on lighting (in- and outdoor), e-mobility www.ioeb.at  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ioeb.at/
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BELGIUM 

Federal level 

The federal Institute for Sustainable development, the Ministry of Economy, the Ministry of Personnel and 

Organization and several representatives of the regions have set up a temporary national working group on 

monitoring sustainable public procurement. The group deals with questions on how to get data on 

sustainability out of 20.000 notifications in the Belgian Electronic Platform for publications. It discusses 

the following topics: 

- What are the definitions for sustainable procurement for specific tenders? 

- How to deal with the new PP procurement rules coming from the directive? 

- How to create an as easy as possible questionnaire to get maximal useful information out of quick 

questions? 

- How to integrate technically the work in the Electronic Publication Platform? 

- For who are the questions mandatory, for who not? 

- What are the budget implications? 

The ideas come close to the monitoring system build in Swiss, except that the Belgian ideas focus besides 

on the environmental also on social, ethical and economic impact and will probably not be related to 

specific products and services. The group hope to land by the end of 2016 with a clear concept that can be 

implemented. More information on the project can be given at the Advisory Group later this year.   

 Brussels Capital Region 

 The Brussels Capital Region is developing an implementing decree related to the Ordinance of the 

Brussels-Capital Region on the insertion of environmental and ethical clauses in public procurement 

(foreseen for begin 2017). 

 Wallonia Region 

 For the last 6 months, in Wallonia, a sustainable public procurement administrative working group has 

worked on measures and criteria to insert in the tender documents in order to promote ethical and decent 

working conditions in construction work contracts. The criteria and measures aim to ensure that laws and 

regulation on security, working conditions and social rights are truly enforced.  

The sustainable public procurement action plan of 2013 has furthermore been evaluated in order to measure 

its impact on purchasers practices and learn lessons from its implementation. Several recommendations 

have been drawn up as results of the evaluation findings in order to renew the action plan by the end of 

2016:  the actions taken have globally worked out well, but more efforts could be put e.g. on 

communication and awareness-raising. 

 Flanders Region 

A strategic policy plan on public procurement (with focus on professionalizing, SPP & PPI, access for 

SME’s, integrity, …), period 2016-2020 was approved in January 2016 by the government of Flanders. 

Coming months will be used to roll out this plan. The monitoring of SPP is foreseen in this plan and is now 

one of our priorities. The Flemish administration will analyze the needs in 2016 so a reporting module can 

be implemented in our contract management system (foreseen for 2017). There also is an exercise ongoing 

to examine how the instrument ‘public procurement’ can be used for reducing our climate impact.  
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CROATIA 

 

National level 

We are continuing with measures from the First National action plan for green public procurement for the 

period 2015 – 2017 (adopted by the Croatian government in August 2015). 

 

Ministry of environment and nature protection informed those obligated to follow the procedures of public 

procurements according to the Croatian Public procurement Act about this Action plan. The Action plan 

was published using GPP criteria for paper and send to over 140 addresses. Bodies and institutions 

obligated to follow the procedures of public procurements according to the Croatian Public procurement 

Act, have received instructions to use GPP criteria in public procurement procedures as much as possible. It 

was announced that the implementation of GPP would be monitored.  

The preparation of the survey (in the form of e-questionnaire) is in progress. The survey will obtain 

additional information about implementation of GPP in public and law value procurement. 

 

In 2015, 60 specialized training programs were held by authorized bodies on the theme of public 

procurement, which was attended by 1033 participants. One of the topics of the curriculum was sustainable 

public procurement (general supply management, green procurement etc.). Target audience were employees 

of bodies and institutions in Croatia that are obligated to follow the procedures of public procurements 

according to the Croatian Public procurement Act 

 

First unofficial data on conducted GPP procedures are available for the year of 2015. According to the 

preliminary statistical report for 2015 (first year of implementation of NAP GPP) out of all 29 contracts 

were concluded in which some of the GPP criteria were used (0,2 %). 

 

The Croatian Public Procurement Act is currently under revision and it is expected that will stronger 

promote GPP. 

 

Good practice 

The state office for central public procurement (a professional service carrying out the tasks of central 

procurement for central state administration bodies) is committed to GPP and uses GPP as much as possible 

in public procurement procedures (e.g. in 2015 three GPP contracts were signed, for procurement of 

computers and computer equipment, for electricity and for office supplies (paper). Purchasing of motor 

vehicles using GPP criteria is in process. 

 

Regional or local level 

Several cities in Croatia use GPP in their purchases procedures (e.g. use of GPP criteria when they 

purchase vehicles for public transport) and have incorporated GPP into their strategic development 

documents. 

 

Planed activities 

Ministry of environment and nature protection is working on establishment of a website dedicated to GPP. 

Website will be used to exchange relevant informations, activities, examples of good practice, projects, 

trainings, webinars etc.  

The most important task for the Ministry of environment and nature protection and national Committee for 

green public procurement is to promote and to facilitate the use of green criteria which are identified as 

priority in National action plan (copying and graphic paper, transport, electricity, cleaning products and 

services, telecommunication services and mobile phones, office IT equipment) through education of those 

who have license to do the procurement procedure in their institutions. 

 

Event 

At the final conference of the Project GPP2020 partners from Croatia presented results (Zagreb, 12 April 

2016). Three public procurement categories were conducted within the project; for energy, vehicles and 

lighting supply. Results shows that 90,378 toe of energy is saved and 701,248 t of CO2 eq.  

 

 

DENMARK 

• Task Force on GPP  

A national Task force on GPP has been launched and the first 8 public institutions will get a visit from the 

GPP Task Force from March 2016. The national task force on GPP will focus on implementing GPP in 16 
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public institutions beginning in 2016. The goal is to help implement GPP in practice and to introduce 

existing tools and networks within GPP. 

 

• Tools for Total Cost of Ownership  

The first five Danish TCO tools (IT office equipment, toilets, lightning, self-service machines and 

professional fridges/freezers) will be revised during 2016, and two new TCO tools have been initiated. The 

new tools cover Servers and network components and these are expected to be finalized in the end of 2016. 

 

• Horizon 2020 project – SPP Regions 

- The Danish EPA is – together with the Capitol Region - engaged in a Horizon2020 project focusing on 

sustainable public procurement in regions. The organization, ICLEI, is lead on the project and the project is 

involving several other partners in England, The Netherlands, Spain, Bulgaria and France. 

- The purpose of the project is greening public procurement via establishing or developing regional 

networks for sustainable public procurement as hubs for capacity building, training, pilot projects etc. 

Together with the Capitol Region of Denmark a network for GPP is established in the region.  

- The Danish EPA is participating in this project to develop our current initiatives within sustainable public 

procurement focusing on a larger outreach to municipalities as well as developing guidance and best 

practice on specific – and new topics – such as circular economy in a public procurement context.  

 

• The Partnership on Green Public Procurement and the Forum on Sustainable Procurement are the 

Ministry of Environment and Foods’s two main initiatives on GPP: 

- The Partnership on Green Public Procurement is expected to adopt new - and binding - procurement target 

on textile and food as well as revised targets on toys, procurement of sustainable timber and cleaning 

services.  

- The Forum on Sustainable Procurement will set up new working groups on circular procurement, 

innovation and market dialogue. These working groups are expected to deliver an information product 

(event, guidance, cases etc.) on the different topics in the end of 2016.  

- The 2015 working groups in the Forum published a guidance document on market dialogue and one on 

TCO and facilitated a market dialogue in a kindergarten focusing on possible circular solutions.  

 

• New GPP criteria recommended on the online platform “The Responsible Procurer” on Condensing Units, 

Chillers and Plug-in refrigerators focusing on the use of natural refrigerants.  

 

 

ESTONIA 

 

1. At the end of 2015, Estonia adopted its analysis of Green Public Procurement consisting of: 

* European Union Member States practice analysis 

* Public procurement in the various EU Member States 

* The public procurement system in comparison 

* GPP in different EU Member States 

* GPP bottlenecks and deficiencies 

* The European Union proposals to adjust the environment-friendly criteria for Estonia 

* Overview of the current market situation 

* Public sector preparedness 

* The existence of the providers for the implementation of criteria 

* Suggestions for green public procurement for better functioning 

* General suggestions of GPP successful implementation 

* Specific proposals for the implementation of GPP 
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2. We analysed  the criteria for procurement of the Estonia, e.g. for furniture, information technology, food 

and catering services, transport engineering, indoor lighting, copying and graphic paper. We are changing 

procurements for these product groups based on the analysis. 

Mandatory environmentally friendly requirements are currently imposed only for vehicles. End of the year 

or next year we would like to make the criteria mandatory for furniture, cleaning product and services, 

copying and graphic paper, and office IT equipment criteria.   

3. Product suppliers and service providers (the public sector and for example office IT equipment 

providers) preparedness for the implementation of the Criteria for analysis.  

4. A seminar for the so-called roundtable group of Estonian biggest service providers (furniture) has been 

planned.  

5. Seminar: GPP for the public sector – Ministry of Defence. The Ministry of the Environment presented 

the advantages and impact of green public procurement. Awareness raising for ministry employees and 

purchasing professionals. 

6. In June we will organize an information day, to introduce to the public sector green public procurement. 

Benefits of GPP: political, social/health, environmental, economic. We confirm that GPP will not increase 

the administrative burden and cost. 

7. The webpage on GPP has also been updated in the meantime. 

 

 

FINLAND 

 

Operative GPP work 

The funding for the national GPP criteria work and help desk has been reduced to 25%. The work is 

suggested to prioritise marketing the national criteria database, work with objectives and monitoring with 

Procurement Entities and train regional change agents. Additional funding for Motiva´s work has been 

provided by the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry. This ensures a national work to give input the EU 

GPP criteria development of food and catering services and bring forth points of view of Finnish 

stakeholders. 

The following guides and criteria have been published (in Finnish):  

 Guide with suggestions for environmental criteria for refrigerators and dishwashers in professional 

kitchens 

http://www.motivanhankintapalvelu.fi/files/748/Motiva_Ammattikeittiolaitteiden_hankinta_FINA

L_versio_1.0.pdf  

 Guide and criteria for cleaning services 

http://www.motivanhankintapalvelu.fi/files/759/Puhdistuspalvelut_ohje_02_2016_FINAL.pdf  

 A summary of a national buyer-supplier discussion on GPP criteria for furniture 

http://www.motivanhankintapalvelu.fi/files/768/Tiivistelma_8.12.2015_kalustetilaisuuden_keskust

eluista_20160321_FINAL.pdf  

 The Ministry of Employment and Economy has published an updated guide on Energy efficient 

public procurement with references to the national criteria database 

https://www.tem.fi/files/44594/TEM_24_2015_Energiatehokkuus_julkisissa_hankinnoissa_15012

016.pdf  

 

Motiva published a compilation of successful cases of public procurement of cleantech solutions ( in 

Finnish) http://www.motivanhankintapalvelu.fi/files/753/Cleantech_-

case_kokoelma_Motiva_TEM_2015_FINAL.pdf  

http://www.motivanhankintapalvelu.fi/files/748/Motiva_Ammattikeittiolaitteiden_hankinta_FINAL_versio_1.0.pdf
http://www.motivanhankintapalvelu.fi/files/748/Motiva_Ammattikeittiolaitteiden_hankinta_FINAL_versio_1.0.pdf
http://www.motivanhankintapalvelu.fi/files/759/Puhdistuspalvelut_ohje_02_2016_FINAL.pdf
http://www.motivanhankintapalvelu.fi/files/768/Tiivistelma_8.12.2015_kalustetilaisuuden_keskusteluista_20160321_FINAL.pdf
http://www.motivanhankintapalvelu.fi/files/768/Tiivistelma_8.12.2015_kalustetilaisuuden_keskusteluista_20160321_FINAL.pdf
https://www.tem.fi/files/44594/TEM_24_2015_Energiatehokkuus_julkisissa_hankinnoissa_15012016.pdf
https://www.tem.fi/files/44594/TEM_24_2015_Energiatehokkuus_julkisissa_hankinnoissa_15012016.pdf
http://www.motivanhankintapalvelu.fi/files/753/Cleantech_-case_kokoelma_Motiva_TEM_2015_FINAL.pdf
http://www.motivanhankintapalvelu.fi/files/753/Cleantech_-case_kokoelma_Motiva_TEM_2015_FINAL.pdf
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Motiva is managing a project on LCC tools for lighting procurement. This is done in co-operation with 

lighting solution providers and procurement entities in order to ensure usability in practice. The tools will 

be available in August/September. 

The Finnish Environment Institute has finished their research project on a web-based decision support 

system, also called as “cleantech procurement folder" ("Hankintamappi” in Finnish). The tool has been 

designed to provide purchasers with the possibility for exchange of knowledge and sharing experiences, and 

it describes good cleantech procurement cases. See more at http://www.syke.fi/en-

US/Research__Development/Research_and_development_projects/Projects/Processes_and_Decision_Supp

ort_System_for_Innovative_Public_Cleantech_Procurement  

Policy development 

The implementation of the Procurement Directive is delayed. The proposal for a national law is foreseen to 

be sent to Parliament in June. 

The government has set an objective of 5 % innovative public procurement. A national working group is 

established under the Ministry of Finance to discuss how to reach that goal and a roadmap is underway. A 

research project is also started on definition and monitoring of innovative procurement and its impacts. 

The Finnish Innovation Fund has in co-operation with the Ministries of Environment, Agriculture and 

Forestry and Employment and Trade, started a work on a national road map for circular economy. The 

roadmap is foreseen to be published in early fall. 

Nordic co-operation 

Motiva is coordinating the project Nordic Green Growth through Public Procurement. The main objective 

of this project is to strengthen green growth in the Nordic countries through a common approach in green 

public procurement both on policy and practical level. A procurement network is established between the 

capital cities with joint workshops to be held during the year. National workshops will also be held to 

discuss different ways of how to interpret the new laws on ecolabelling and environmental management 

systems in practical procurement situations. A compilation of different ways of interpretation will be 

published and presented at a final seminar at the end of the year. 

A new report has been published on Greening state framework contracts http://norden.diva-

portal.org/smash/get/diva2:910464/FULLTEXT03.pdf  

The Finnish Environment Institute is also leading a research project on Circular Procurement. 

FRANCE 

France is still working on the understanding by public procurers of the life-cycle cost as set out by article 

68 of directive 2014/24/EU. It appears more and more clearly that the use of life-cycle cost as an award 

criterion will be complex. We have started to study the potential for calculation methods of the life cycle 

cost of different product categories and different externalities. However, the support of the European 

Commission is essential. We expect the Commission to define the orientations, to diffuse the methods 

developed in the different Member States, and to coordinate the work in order to avoid duplication. We 

want to avoid the situation where a Member State would have to give up its method because the EU has 

later defined another one.     

France is also working on a guide to take into account climate change in public procurement. The objective 

is twofold: reduce the life-cycle carbon footprint of the procured product or service, and anticipate climate 

change through the adaptation of the definition of the procurement to future climatic conditions.   

 France is co-chairing (with Brazil) the development of the ISO 20 400 standard on Sustainable 

Procurement. Works are entering the final stretch. A public consultation was organised in the EU Member 

States who are participating in the drafting group (Austria, Belgium, Danemark, Finland, France, Germany, 

Greece, Ireland, Italy, Netherlands, Portugal, Sweden, United Kingdom). This standard wants to act as a 

declination of ISO 26 000 for procurement and aims to harmonise principles and guidelines applicable by 

http://www.syke.fi/en-US/Research__Development/Research_and_development_projects/Projects/Processes_and_Decision_Support_System_for_Innovative_Public_Cleantech_Procurement
http://www.syke.fi/en-US/Research__Development/Research_and_development_projects/Projects/Processes_and_Decision_Support_System_for_Innovative_Public_Cleantech_Procurement
http://www.syke.fi/en-US/Research__Development/Research_and_development_projects/Projects/Processes_and_Decision_Support_System_for_Innovative_Public_Cleantech_Procurement
http://norden.diva-portal.org/smash/get/diva2:910464/FULLTEXT03.pdf
http://norden.diva-portal.org/smash/get/diva2:910464/FULLTEXT03.pdf
http://www.linguee.fr/anglais-francais/traduction/declination.html


13 

stakeholders acting in procurement activities internally (top management, procurers...) and externally 

(suppliers, SMEs..). The next meeting will take place in May in Australia.  

France will develop a common training programme on SPP for all administrative levels (local, regional and 

central administration, hospitals). The professionalisation of public procurers is a priority and it is 

necessary that their training is harmonised.  

The Environment Ministry is cooperating with the main territorial associations (mayors, regions..) and 

hospital associations in order to raise the awareness about SPP in all administrations and collect good 

practices.   

Finally, The Environment Ministry rewards good sustainable public procurement practises thanks to the 

establishment of a SPP category in the public procurement national awards. The award ceremony will take 

place on 2 June 2016 at the national mayor fair. 

 

GERMANY 

In general 

 “National Program on Sustainable Consumption” has been adopted  

(in German:  

http://www.bmub.bund.de/fileadmin/Daten_BMU/Download_PDF/Produkte_und_Umwelt/nat_pr

ogramm_konsum_bf.pdf) 

 Progress report on the German Resource Efficiency Program II has been finalized  

(in English: http://www.bmub.bund.de/themen/wirtschaft-produkte-

ressourcen/ressourceneffizienz/fortschreibung-des-deutschen-ressourceneffizienzprogramms/) 

 The national action plan as well as the progress report contain links to public procurement 

 

Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy 

Review: 

* Alliance for Sustainable Procurement ("Allianz für eine Nachhaltige Beschaffung") 

- chaired by the Federal Ministry of Economic Affairs and Energy 

- in 2015 it was decided to continue the work in five expert groups covering topics such as e-mobility, 

public transportation, resource efficiency, standards (including a sub-working group dealing with social 

criteria) and monitoring issues 

 

* Modernization of the procurement law according to the EU regulation 

- the three new EU directives (directive 2014/24/EU on public procurement and repealing directive 

2004/18/EU; directive 2014/25/EU on procurement by entities operating in the water, energy, transport and 

postal services sectors and repealing directive 2004/17/EC, and directive 2014/23/EU on the award of 

concession contracts) are transposed into German law and thus, will come into force in time on 18 April 

2016 

 

Outlook: 

* Alliance for Sustainable Procurement ("Allianz für eine Nachhaltige Beschaffung") 

- the next meeting of the Alliance will probably be in June 2016 

- the next progress report will be published in 2016  

 

* Review/verifying of adaptation needs for awards below the thresholds 

- after transposing the new EU directives into German law adaptation needs for awards below the 

thresholds have to be reviewed 

 

German Environment Agency 

Review: 

http://www.bmub.bund.de/fileadmin/Daten_BMU/Download_PDF/Produkte_und_Umwelt/nat_programm_konsum_bf.pdf
http://www.bmub.bund.de/fileadmin/Daten_BMU/Download_PDF/Produkte_und_Umwelt/nat_programm_konsum_bf.pdf
http://www.bmub.bund.de/themen/wirtschaft-produkte-ressourcen/ressourceneffizienz/fortschreibung-des-deutschen-ressourceneffizienzprogramms/)
http://www.bmub.bund.de/themen/wirtschaft-produkte-ressourcen/ressourceneffizienz/fortschreibung-des-deutschen-ressourceneffizienzprogramms/)
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* “National Program on Sustainability” (updated version of March 2015; measure No. 6; in German: 

https://www.bundesregierung.de/Content/DE/_Anlagen/2015/03/2015-03-30-massnahmenprogramm-

nachhaltigkeit.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=3) 

- Measure 6f: E.g. According to the National Action Plan “Sustainability” 50% of textiles (except of 

special textiles) have to be procured sustainable until 2020. In order to achieve this goal a multi-step 

approach has to be developed: 

1
st
 step: determination of ecological and social criteria taken from different eco- and social labels for 

the period 2016-2017; agreement of these criteria with different ministries, procurer and textiles 

suppliers (long approval process); manual includes exclusion criteria, award criteria and implementing 

provisions 

2
nd

 step: development of the plan until 2020 regarding additional exclusion criteria, more ambitious or 

new award criteria and more ambitious implementing provisions or additional implementing 

provisions  

* Scientific support of a research project “Procurement Specifications Considering Biodiversity - 

Feasibility Study and Action Plans for German Public Procurement and the Construction Sector” 

- Project period: 01/16 – 07/17 

- Supported by: Federal Agency for Nature Conservation, Bonn (Germany) 

- Research institutions: Institute for Ecological Economy Research (IÖW) and Institute for Applied 

Ecology, Freiburg (Germany) 

* Revision of the “Datenbank Umweltkriterien” (Database Eco-criteria) 

- The database contains eco-labels, manuals and tender recommendations for green public procurement 

for over 60 product groups 

(in German: http://www.umweltbundesamt.de/themen/wirtschaft-konsum/umweltfreundliche-

beschaffung/datenbank-umweltkriterien) 

* New GPP-criteria/Guidelines: 

- Thin Clients: new manual for green procurement 

(in German: http://www.umweltbundesamt.de/themen/thin-clients-neuer-leitfaden-fuer-

umweltfreundliche) 

* Participation in awarding of the GPP-Award 2016 within the project Green ProcA: exemplary 

procurement projects will be honored in April 2016 

(in German: http://www.umweltbundesamt.de/themen/gpp-award-2016-auszeichnung-vorbildhafter) 

 

Outlook: 

* National Action Plan “Sustainability”, Measure 6f): textiles 

Completion of the multi-step approach “50% sustainable procurement of textiles until 2020” 

* 1-day-Workshop with practitioners and theorists to the topic “Regional procurement under considerations 

of the procurement law”  

* Adaptation of the offered material regarding the modernized procurement law, especially the legal report, 

training scripts (1. Basics of green procurement; 2. Legal bases of green procurement; 3. Introduction to 

application of product criteria and eco labelling), tender recommendations and manuals 

* New GPP-criteria/Guidelines: 

- tender recommendation for low-emission interior wall paints  

- (new) tender recommendation for low-emissions flooring adhesives and other flooring installations 

- tender recommendation for writing instruments 

- (new) tender recommendation for products made from recycled cardboard 

- (new) tender recommendation for hygienic paper products 

https://www.bundesregierung.de/Content/DE/_Anlagen/2015/03/2015-03-30-massnahmenprogramm-nachhaltigkeit.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=3
https://www.bundesregierung.de/Content/DE/_Anlagen/2015/03/2015-03-30-massnahmenprogramm-nachhaltigkeit.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=3
http://www.umweltbundesamt.de/themen/wirtschaft-konsum/umweltfreundliche-beschaffung/datenbank-umweltkriterien
http://www.umweltbundesamt.de/themen/wirtschaft-konsum/umweltfreundliche-beschaffung/datenbank-umweltkriterien
http://www.umweltbundesamt.de/themen/thin-clients-neuer-leitfaden-fuer-umweltfreundliche
http://www.umweltbundesamt.de/themen/thin-clients-neuer-leitfaden-fuer-umweltfreundliche
http://www.umweltbundesamt.de/themen/gpp-award-2016-auszeichnung-vorbildhafter
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- manual for green public procurement of products and services for data processing centers and 

server rooms 

 

 

 

HUNGARY 

 

The fundamental rules of the Hungarian public procurement law are laid down in the Public Procurement 

Act (Act CXLIII of 2015 on Public Procurement, hereinafter referred to as PPA), which is complemented 

by many implementing regulations. The PPA has been revised in accordance with the new EU directives, 

and the new piece of legislation came into force on the 1
st
 of November 2015. (The unofficial English 

version of the PPA will be available on our website soon).  

The specific environmental provisions of the directives have been fully implemented; their application is 

voluntary, in compliance with the directives.  Furthermore, the PPA authorizes the government to lay down 

the special environmental rules in a separate implementing decree. This regulation has not been adopted 

yet.  

The Public Procurement Authority, as an institution subordinated to the Parliament, puts emphasis on the 

issue of sustainable public procurement. In compliance with the aforementioned, the Authority publishes 

the most important information and good practices related to sustainable public procurement (eg.: EU 

guidelines, soft-law measures etc.) on its website in Hungarian. (http://kozbeszerzes.hu/jogi-hatter/zold-

kozbeszerzes-3/)  

Furthermore, the Authority organizes national and international conferences, within the framework of which 

the novelties of the topic of sustainable procurement are shared by national and international experts, as 

well. 

The Public Procurement Authority compiles the statistics of Hungarian public procurement procedures 

based on contract award notices. The national standard form (which is obligatory below the EU thresholds) 

of the contact award notice includes data fields where contracting authorities can indicate if the 

procurement has included social and or environmental clauses as contractual clause/ award criteria/ as part 

of the technical specifications/ as environmental measures within the framework of the selection criteria / as 

a compliance with environmental management schemes within the framework of the selection criteria. 

However as EU standard forms do not include such data fields these statistics contain only green 

procedures launched above national threshold and below EU threshold. 

Award criteria and LCC 

According to Article 76 of the PPA, the contracting authority shall specify the criterion or criteria on the 

basis of which he shall select the tender that he considers to be the most economically advantageous tender, 

also as regards social, societal and environmental issues, where appropriate. Award criteria may be  

 the lowest price,  

 the lowest cost to be calculated using the cost-efficiency method determined by the contracting 

authority or  

 criteria representing the best price-quality ratio,- in particular qualitative, environmental, social 

criteria, which include price or cost.  

The choice of the lowest price is limited to cases where the contracting authority’s needs can only be met 

by a particular supply or service which is able to satisfy specifically identified qualitative and technical 

requirements and, in the particular case, the most economically advantageous tender may be selected on the 

basis of the award criteria for the lowest price, while further quality characteristics would not help select 

such tender. 

http://kozbeszerzes.hu/jogi-hatter/zold-kozbeszerzes-3/
http://kozbeszerzes.hu/jogi-hatter/zold-kozbeszerzes-3/
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The choice of the lowest price is explicitly prohibited in case of design, engineering and architectural 

services or public works. In our opinion, in these cases sustainable aspects will prevail in the practice of 

contracting authorities.  

Under the PPA, the Hungarian Public Procurement Authority shall publish a guideline on the methods for 

the calculation of life-cycle costs, therefore we have started to prepare our soft law document. As soon as 

the new common method for the calculation of lifecycle costs is published by a legislative act of the Union, 

we will certainly transpose it.  

 

ITALY 

 

 National legislation on GPP 

The latest important news about Italian legislation on GPP is the entry into force, since last 2
nd 

February 

2016, of the law 28
th

 December 2015, n. 221 “Provisions relating to promote environmental measures of 

green economy and for containment of excessive use of natural resources”, which includes the mandatory 

integrations in public tenders of the Minimum Environmental Criteria defined within the GPP NAP and 

other measures GPP related. 

All the “package” of articles, from art. 16 to art. 21, had a quite strong political support. The awareness 

about GPP potential in terms of reduction of environmental impacts and for a transaction toward a “green” 

production model, had a huge increase during the last few years, also among political representatives. 

Abstract of the main legal provisions  

The article 18 is the main article. It obliges all kinds of contracting authorities, including obviously central 

purchasing bodies, to apply at least technical specifications and contract clauses set in the “Minimum 

Environmental Criteria” adopted with Ministerial Decree within the GPP NAP in all tenders above and 

below the thresholds ex art.4 of Directive 2014/24/EU on public procurement.  

This obligation is referred for the full value on those categories of goods, services or works connected to 

energy efficiency in end-use (such as energy services for buildings, electrical equipment and electronic 

office systems, public lighting etc..) and at least 50% of the value in the remaining categories.     

This article has been recently transposed in the new code on public procurement and concession, the 

Legislative Decree 18
th

 April 2016, n. 50, in the art. 34. The L.D. n. 50/2016, art. 34 is strictly consistent 

with the L. 221/2015, art. 18, except the responsibility on monitoring, under the previous legally assigned 

to the National Anticorruption Authority, then abolished.  

Among the other legal measures to promote a “green economy” through public procurement, transposed in 

the new code:  

- the prevision of reduction of financial guaranties for bidders with an EMAS or an ISO 14001 

certification  

- the recognition as an “element of preference” the possession of an EMAS, ISO 14001 and other 

environmental certification, for the assignment of environmental incentives or funding.  

The article 21 of the law n. 221/2015, GPP related, is an important one too. It foresees the commitment to 

Ministry of Environment, of Economic Development, of Economy and Finances and of Agriculture and 

Forests to define a sustainable consumption and production National Action Plan. In this article, and in this 

SCP Plan, a national environmental label scheme is scheduled too, mainly based on Product Environmental 

Footprint methodology and also referred on production protocols containing environmental measures for 

the management of the most critical issues, based on the Minimum Environmental Criteria. 

 Activities on the Minimum Environmental Criteria 
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The list of the “Minimum Environmental Criteria” adopted by Ministerial Decrees, mostly based on 

comprehensive or core criteria of the GPP toolkit, nowadays covering 18 macro categories of PGs1, has 

been further extended since the last meeting. Last December MEC on “Buildings construction, renovation 

and maintenance” and for the supply of “incontinence aids: diapers” were in fact formally adopted. PG 

“building” is the first work procurement category approached through MEC.  

The second national ad hoc working group for the revision of MEC on textile products was held on the 23
rd

 

of march 2016. In this PG social criteria have been proposed too, referring to the respect of ILO 

Conventions also on decent work along the supply chain. 

The revision of MEC on: office furniture, street lighting, detergents, cleaning service in offices and in 

hospitals (two separate documents are scheduled) are almost finalized. Street lighting service and footwear 

are another new PGs under development; the restart of the activity on the GPP document “Road 

construction and maintenance” is soon expected.   

 Monitoring, dissemination and training activities on MEC and GPP  

A dissemination and training activities plan is under development within the PAN GPP Committee’s 

functions (the Ministry of environment and the national purchasing body, Consip, are the members more 

involved in this activity, at the moment). 

The main dissemination and training activities on the MEC and GPP, hugely important considering the 

mandatory application of MEC, till now completed and scheduled, are the following:  

- Ministry of environment’s headquarters, on the 23
rd

 of February 2016, hosted a congress regarding 

the new legal framework GPP related, obtained huge interest among stakeholders 

http://www.minambiente.it/pagina/pubblicazioni-e-comunicazioni;    

- Last December, Ministry of Environment launched the monthly Newsletter on GPP, distributed at 

moment to over 400 e-mail addresses (referent of contracting  authorities, representatives of 

economic operators and other key stakeholders) http://www.minambiente.it/pagina/newsletter-gpp, 

http://www.minambiente.it/sites/default/files/archivio/allegati/GPP/newsletter/numero%20zero.pdf

;   

- In April there are scheduled meetings with representatives of Central purchasing bodies, of 

Regions and Local Environmental Agency, in order to clarify some technical aspects, to build a 

structural model of dissemination activities locally based, to propose a model of networking and 

technical assistance especially to economic and trade operators, based on the Region of Sardinia’s 

best practice not only in terms of environmental aspects but also on means of proof of compliance;  

- Training activities are planned furthermore in co-financed projects within European Structural & 

Investment Funds for the programming period 2014-2020, and are already implemented thanks to 

trans european projects on GPP (“GPP best: Best practices exchange and strategic tools for GPP”; 

“INNOCAT “Procurement of Eco-Innovation in the Catering Sector”; Green procA…);  

- An extremely significant technical assistance service is permanently carried out also through mails 

and website, by the Ministry of Environment’s expert officials.    

Finally, at local level and within some central purchasing bodies monitoring activities are regularly made. 

The aforementioned meetings will be used also to try to collect these data at central level. 

 

 

                                                 

1
 http://www.minambiente.it/pagina/criteri-vigore. 

http://www.minambiente.it/pagina/newsletter-gpp
http://www.minambiente.it/sites/default/files/archivio/allegati/GPP/newsletter/numero%20zero.pdf
http://www.minambiente.it/sites/default/files/archivio/allegati/GPP/newsletter/numero%20zero.pdf
http://www.ecosistemi-srl.it/gppbest-best-practices-exchange-and-strategic-tools-for-gpp/
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MALTA 

 

During the final quarter of 2015, the Maltese Government continued the GPP mainstreaming process, 

which places the responsibility of compliance to the national GPP criteria on all public contracting 

authorities. Since October last year, the GPP Office within the Ministry for Sustainable Development the 

Environment and Climate Change (MSDEC) has continued to monitor the mainstreaming process through a 

weekly reporting obligation placed on each contracting authority. Additional actions undertaken by the GPP 

Office in the last six months have also included the provision of ad-hoc training sessions to various public 

authorities, as well as through the continued delivery of technical assistance and support via the GPP 

Helpdesk. In addition, the GPP Office has compiled an annual report on the state of play of the 

mainstreaming process, which was issued to relevant government stakeholders in February 2016. This 

report was also presented to the Inter-ministerial Task Force (IMTF) on GPP for discussion at its recent 4th 

meeting in February. Finally a tender was issued by MSDEC in December 2015 for an external study under 

which the selected consultant will undertake an enviro-economic review and assessment of the first 

National Action Plan (NAP), as well as delivering the foundations for the 2nd NAP. To this end it is 

anticipated that the focus of activities for the GPP Office over the next six months will be on the delivery of 

this review and the subsequent development and publication of the 2nd NAP. 

 

SLOVENIA 

In October 2015 Slovenian government adopted the Framework Programme for Transition to a Green 

Economy with clear ambitions to connect different stakeholders towards lasting solutions.  Among its 

measures there is an important cluster of them on coordinating green policies and harmonising the activities 

of government departments, green public procurement being one of them. 

Since we would like to improve the system of green public procurement (which is at the moment based 

on the Decree on green public procurement -

http://www.pisrs.si/Pis.web/pregledPredpisa?id=URED5194), further activities are planned in 2016 and 

2017: 

 

- Preparation and analysis of the implementation of the regulation system of green public procurement 

- Preparation of the analysis, the cost benefits of green procurement in conctruction and preparation of the 

guidelines for sustainable construction 

- To add the obligation for green public procurement of design and construction of roads into the Decree on 

GPP 

- Preparation of recommendations / guidelines for green JN in the food chain 

- Based on the analyzes of systemic overhaul regulation of GPP 

Creating databases of good practice 

 

The statistical data on public procurement in Slovenia, (Government public procurement website: 

http://www.enarocanje.si/) show that in 2013 contracting authorities took into account environmental 

criteria in awarding 1,066 public contracts or 1,910 lots at a value of EUR 429,984,418 (excluding VAT), 

which relative to the number of all public contracts amounts to 18.71%. Here with regard to the definition 

of the subject of contract and the Common Procurement Vocabulary the Green Public Procurement Decree 

does not define environmental criteria for all these contracts. This means that for 750 lots in a total value of 

EUR 211,912,739 (excluding VAT) contracting authorities took the environmental aspect into account 

voluntarily. 

 

Recent events:  12 April 2106, Conference on public procurement of organic foods 

(http://www.djn.mju.gov.si/resources/files/razno/Vabilo_konf.pdf) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pisrs.si/Pis.web/pregledPredpisa?id=URED5194
http://www.djn.mju.gov.si/resources/files/razno/Vabilo_konf.pdf
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SPAIN 

 

The Kingdom of Spain attaches great importance to identify all opportunities to consolidate sustainable 

economic growth and job creation, while a business network is consolidated and in particular SMEs, about 

production of green goods and services, sustainable and innovative. 

These aspects were highlighted by most Members States at the meeting of the Council of Ministers of 

Competitiveness and at the Council of Ministers of the Environment that were held on 29
th

 of  February of  

2016 and on 4
th

 of March, respectively. In particular, Public procurement policy was mentioned as a 

potential important instrument for fostering a circular and low carbon economy. 

On the other hand The Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Environment, as it was requested, has proceeded 

to evaluate the usefulness of the life cycle costing (LCC) calculation tool as an instrument/tool for the 

selection of offers on procedures for centralized procurement of products for the equipment of the offices of 

the General Administration of the State and the conclusions that were highlighted in the report have been 

sent to the contractor in charge of the project.  

 

 

SWEDEN 

The National Agency for Public Procurement has an overall responsibility for developing and supporting 

the procurement carried out by the contracting authorities and entities. Our task is to work for an effective 

and socially and environmentally sustainable public procurement to the benefit of the society and the 

participants in the markets. We provide support to contracting authorities, entities and suppliers. 

In our criteria library you can find proposals for environmental and social requirements to be used when 

purchasing goods, services and work contracts. There are almost 650 criteria in the database which are 

voluntary and free to use. Most of our criteria are translated to English. There are three levels of 

environmental criteria; basic, advanced and spearhead.  

For more information see http://www.upphandlingsmyndigheten.se/en.  

Energy efficiency, LCC and building and property 

As an effect of the Energy Efficiency Directive, Sweden has a special focus on energy efficient public 

procurement. Our support to the public sector consists of energy criteria, LCC, specific web page, training 

and helpdesk.  

LCC criteria with LCC tools and guidance are always considered when developing criteria. We have also 

finished a project on how LCC can be used as a strategic tool in the procurement process. The LCC indoor 

and outdoor lighting tools have been updated after input from users. We will during the coming months 

focus on making our LCC tool more user-friendly in order to increase the use of our tools.  

Our criteria for building and construction, lighting and professional kitchen have been updated and we will 

during the year focus on criteria for schools and preschools.  

The National Agency for Public Procurement is developing new criteria for public baths and swimming 

pools. In Sweden there are about 400 public baths and most of them are in deep need of renovation or to be 

replaced. Sustainability criteria include energy efficiency, water treatment, chemicals and cleaning methods. 

Transport 

An update on criteria for passenger transport is ongoing and will be published at the end of April.  

Within the freight transportation the National Agency for Public Procurement participates in an information 

campaign initiated by the Swedish Association of Road Transport Companies initiative on “Fair Transport” 

visiting 10 cities in Sweden between 10
th

 of March to 10
th

 of May. The National Agency for Public 

http://www.upphandlingsmyndigheten.se/en
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Procurement contributes with the sustainability criteria on energy efficiency, greenhouse gas emission and 

social aspects, like working conditions. 

Working conditions – Taxi drivers 

The National Agency for Public Procurement is currently developing new criteria that can be used in public 

procurement of public transportations (taxi). Criteria are developed to improve the working conditions for 

taxi drivers and in accordance with the Swedish collective agreement for taxi drivers. The criteria will be 

finalized in May 2016.  

Chemicals 

Pre-formulated procurement criteria on chemicals are available for several product groups and aim to help 

achieve Sweden’s environmental objective of a toxic-free environment. The criteria are based on the 

precautionary principle and the substitution principle, and entail either a limitation on certain substances or 

substance groups in goods or chemical products, or banning the use of substances with certain 

characteristics in the product.  

Currently our work focuses on further communication activities on procurement of nontoxic preschools, in 

collaboration with key partners. Activities include a number of seminars at international, national as well as 

regional level, and launch of printed information materials.  

The work on updating criteria on medical consumption products has started up, focusing on chemical 

requirements. 

We are involved in the start-up of a national network for toxic-free everyday environment (about 100 

municipalities participating), facilitating a subgroup on GPP. 

We have joined as members of the newly established network “Nordic Center for Sustainable Healthcare”, 

where we are holding seminars on GPP focusing on chemicals contents and energy performance of products 

and services within the healthcare sector.  

Food 

In 2016, the food and catering criteria are subject to a planned update process. The possibility of the 

process is to adjust and develop individual criteria and extend the information on market supply of 

products.   

The update includes also the follow-up and verification of sustainability criteria focused on environmental 

concern, social concern and animal welfare. There are seminars planned to further educate both procurers, 

politicians, wholesalers and suppliers on how adjusted criteria and to effectively work with follow-up of the 

criteria and increase the competence within public and strategic procurement of food.  

   

NORWAY 

 

 “Business and Human Rights - National Action Plan for the implementation of the UN Guiding Principles” 

was adopted in October 2015. The State duty to protect human rights includes public procurement. Web-

link for download: 

https://www.regjeringen.no/globalassets/departementene/ud/vedlegg/mr/business_hr_b.pdf   

The Norwegian “National Program for Supplier Development” assists procuring entities in conducting 

innovative procurement processes. The method for conducting innovate public procurement has a particular 

focus on the stage before the publication of the notice of intended procurement, and it promotes the use of 

extensive dialogue with the market.  The dialogue gives useful knowledge about the opportunities that exist 

https://www.regjeringen.no/globalassets/departementene/ud/vedlegg/mr/business_hr_b.pdf
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in the market, and it helps identify the need to initiate research and development projects that could lead to 

pre-commercial procurements. The Program is owned by the Confederation of Norwegian Enterprise 

(NHO), Norwegian Association of Local and Regional Authorities (KS) and the Agency for Public 

Management and eGovernment (Difi). In the new program period 2015-2019 the Program will establish 

national platforms for different national challenges.  Climate and energy is one of three main priorities. 

Sustainable buildings, transport and infrastructure are focus areas. The platforms will serve as meeting 

places for procuring entities, the suppliers and research and development institutes. Web-site: 

http://leverandorutvikling.no/   (English version available) 

On 1st January 2016 Norway established a new Government Procurement Center. The center shall make 

and administer state framework contracts (SFC). The state buys goods and services for 213 billion NOK 

per year. The center will make contracts in areas with large volume and where the needs of the businesses 

are similar. E-procurement will be promoted. The aim of the SFCs is more professional, efficient and 

simple procurement processes, as well as better and more favorable purchasing. For the state it is expected 

that the contracts will provide lower prices, reduced transaction costs, increased use of e-procurement and 

improved regulatory compliance. SFCs could contribute to promoting green procurement through 

facilitating better compliance with the rules for public procurement. Using digital procurement solutions the 

Government Procurement Center will help to reduce the use of resources in both state entities and suppliers. 

The Government Procurement Center will, in planning and carrying out the purchases, take into 

consideration the strategic considerations, including environmental considerations, in the new regulations. 

A new Nordic report was published in March 2016: Greening state framework contracts - Approaches in 

the Nordic countries: http://norden.diva-portal.org/smash/record.jsf?pid=diva2%3A910464&dswid=773  

The new EU-Directives for public procurement are expected to be implemented in Norway during 2016.  

 

SWITZERLAND 

- Launch of a federal diploma for public procurers for which GPP knowledge could play a role 

-  Revision of the GPP criteria for textiles. New approaches will be tested to allow the procurer to verify the 

conformity of the delivered products with the tender specifications 

-  Revision of the public procurement legislation is on-going     
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